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Celebrating Language and Culture Belonging to Wales
 2500 words 
The Welsh language is a charming but complex language believed to have been traced between 400 and 700 AD (Evans, 2024). The Welsh Language which is known as “Cymraeg” is a Brythonic language, which means it is a British Celtic origin, and it was spoken in Britain prior to the Roman occupation, making the language one of the oldest living languages in Europe (Brain,2018). However, as time progressed, the Welsh language endured numerous challenges, leading to a significant decline in its spoken use. This essay will briefly examine the history of the Welsh language and trace its development over time as a cornerstone of the Welsh identity. Moreover, this essay will include research information on the key role schools play in the development and preservation of the Welsh language. Following on from this, there will be some well-known Welsh activities listed in detail, which celebrate the Welsh language and culture in a local setting in Pembrokeshire.
The Welsh language was widely used during the medieval period. However, in the 1500s, during the reign of King Henry VIII, the Act of Union was enacted, which prohibited the use of Welsh as an official language (Maya-Martinez, 2022). In 1549, the Act of Uniformity mandated that all public worship to be conducted exclusively in English (Visit Wales, 2024). As a result, the Welsh language began to decline. By the 19th century, its use was even punishable in schools, putting signs around the necks of children if they dared to speak the language (Visit Wales, 2024). 
Moving forward, to more modern times, there have been numerous attempts to bring back the Welsh language. In 1967, during the 20th century, new legislation known as the ‘Welsh Language Act 1967’ was introduced (Gov, 2011). This act aimed to ensure treatment for the Welsh language by lifting the current restrictions and those who wanted to use Welsh language can do so without consequences (John, 2012). Moreover, The Welsh Language Act 1993 ensured equal status for the Welsh, established the Welsh Language Board, mandated public service schemes, and protected its use in legal and public life (Welsh Government, 2022). Additionally, The Education Reform Act (1988) was put in place to reshape the educational system by introducing a national curriculum, standardized testing and focuses on building an improved support for all students with special educational needs improving education and Welsh language within Wales (HER MAJESTY'S STATIONERY OFFICE, 1988). A group of Welsh Activists, for example, would campaign in attempts to Saviour their Welsh language and culture, using nonviolent activism such as spray-painting Welsh Language on English road signs (Owen and Lewis, 2023). With laws and the Welsh public defending the rights of the Welsh language and its cultural significance, the Welsh language began to experience a revival. 














How schools play a key role in Celebrating the Welsh language
The Welsh language has a rich and significant history, having endured numerous challenges over the centuries. Although, a recent survey conducted for the year ending 2024 estimated that 27.8% of people aged three and older can speak Welsh, marking the lowest percentage recorded in the past eight years. This corresponds to 854,400 individuals (Welsh Government, 2024). However, the Welsh government has recently stated that the current level of opposition to the language's use is stronger than ever before (Welsh Government, 2014). Welsh is now being celebrated in many parts of the Economy including, media, sport, jobs/careers, law and one of the key roles of all, education (Welsh Government, 2014). Education is at the heart of celebrating and promoting Welsh language through the minds of young people throughout their entire school experiences, these are some of the ways educations celebrate the Welsh culture in Wales.
How schools promote Welsh in Education
· The New Curriculum for Wales – was designed to modernize education for all students, making Welsh a compulsory subject and providing frameworks to support schools in planning and teaching, fostering a stronger Welsh culture (Welsh Government, 2020).
· Cymraeg 2050 strategy – It prioritizes education and training to achieve one million Welsh speakers by 2050. It aims to increase Welsh speaking learners to 70% and expand Welsh teaching in schools (Llywodraeth Cymru, 2017). 
· Welsh Medium Schools – There are approximately 450 medium Welsh schools in Wales that use Welsh as their primary language in both educations and socializing, it is accessible for English spoken children also (reference)
· Local culture events – Such events, St Davids Day and Eisteddfod celebrations which are exceedingly popular celebrations which schools in Wales take part in annually by performing concerts, competitions and many more, celebrating Welsh culture (Pembroke School Community School, 2024).
· School trips – Trips to some of Wales historical sites are a fantastic way for schools to promote some Welsh background. Wales is home to many historically places to visit such as castles, museums, industrial sites and many local towns and villages such as Cardiff and Pembrokeshire (The British Council, 2021)

In a local setting in Pembrokeshire, Welsh is integrated into the entire curriculum to align with policy and legislation across Wales, with a focus on developing language and literacy skills. The setting not only incorporates Welsh in its lessons but also displays the language throughout its halls and classrooms to empathize its significances. Below are some Welsh activities used in the setting.


















 Activity one: Dewi Draig
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                                                                                                      (Pembroke Dock Community School, 2024)
Activity – Welsh Homework, Dewis Draig
A red dragon represents Wales as a strong country. It was designed by the Celts to put fear into their enemies and to represent them during battles, it is the longest standing flag to this day (Johnson, 2017). Dewi is now used as a symbol of the Welsh language throughout schools in Wales to represent their Welsh culture.
Dewi Draig is a teddy dragon which is based in many classrooms throughout primary schools including a local setting in Pembrokeshire. Schools use Dewi as an individual learning task to help engage learners to use Welsh language (Pembroke Dock Community School, 2024). The purpose of Dewi Draig is to build on Welsh vocabulary and everyday phrases. Dewi is given to each child throughout the school year to take home, alongside a book to put in pictures and their written evidence of Dewis adventures (PDCS, 2024).
Dewi Draig is included as part of a ‘Homework Policy’ in a primary setting in Wales, to encourage home learning and further learning to enhance Welsh speaking skills (Ysgol Gynradd Llanidloes Primary School, 2019). This setting believes that setting fun homework's activities such as ‘Dewi’ can encourage learners to explore the world of creativity as well as investigate topics further. 
Dewi Draig seems to be an exciting way to promote Welsh speaking skills in primary schools, offering children an opportunity to make something creative to present to their teacher and classmates. Not only does it support Welsh oracy and handwriting, but it also encourages social interaction and time spent with a family member. The Dewi Draig homework activity would be linked to the Constructivism theory of learning, associated with Jean Piaget. This theory is said to enable learners to build on prior knowledge they have already learned in their setting (McLeod, 2024). By Providing them with an activity like Dewis it can promote progression steps to expand on their Welsh skills in a more active learning approach backing up the theory of constructivism (Western Governors University, 2020). 
 However, this can all boil down to the individual's perspective. Some parents may not want to take part in such homework activities. This could be down to many factors such as cost of printing, time, and effort of the task and whether the parent is able to support a child in their learning. In a local setting in Pembrokeshire only 1% of families speak Welsh at home (Pembroke Dock Community School, 2024), which could have a massive impact on learners progressing further with learning outside of their school setting. Regardless of the factors, if this homework task is not completed it may leave a child feeling sad and embarrassed in comparison to other children, having adverse effect on some children leaving them with feelings of worry at the thought of taking home Dewi.




Activity Two: Daily check in / Snack
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                                           (Pembroke Dock Community School, 2024)      
Activity – Welsh Oracy (check-in daily)                      
Check-ins are used in a local setting as a form of delivering basic Welsh oracy for the younger children in flying start onwards. Children are asked by their teachers how they are, ‘Sut Wyt Ti,’ and the children are expected to respond in Welsh, using an emotion. Once children grasp this response, they are then expected to progress further with Welsh speaking skills using words like, ‘Pam’ and ‘Acho's.’ Children are encouraged to ask each other how they feel using their Welsh skills to promote conversation (Pembroke Dock Community School, 2024).
Daily checks are a fantastic way to promote young learners with their first words in Welsh alongside wellbeing. It links in with The Whole School Approach to Welsh Oracy and reading which is part of the New Curriculum for Wales Framework (Welsh Government, 2023), with improving standards of Oracy. Check-in as part of a classroom's daily routine can have positive benefits on learners' understanding of basic Welsh words and commonly used phrases and growing confidence in Oracy. Using daily check-ins is an excellent way to start a school morning, not only does it prioritize child wellbeing, but it also encourages active listening skills and reflections (Mannion, 2023). Additionally, it enables other learners to grow their cognitive skills by learning off their peers (Mannion, 2023). Furthermore, John Dewey’s educational theory highlights the idea that learning is more effective when communication is used actively, rather than being a passive process of receiving information (Main, 2023). He believes that learning is most impactful when students participate through dialogue and collaboration, supporting Mannion, and the notion that oracy helps learners develop stronger cognitive skills. Estyn Emphasizes that children’s well-being is top priority, particularly for those in disadvantages areas (Estyn, 2020), like this local setting. Therefore, conducting daily checks can significantly benefit learners by fostering a safe environment and ensuring clear communication between teacher and child. 
















Activity Three: Days of the week / Weather 
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Activity – Welsh Oracy through song
Progressing beyond the initial check-in, this setting fosters a simple, yet effective routine, further supporting Welsh speaking and comprehension skills. The activity aims to expand basic phrases. Repetitive songs and actions, supporting children in developing new vocabulary and encourage the Welsh language for the foundation phase children. Froebel’s learning theory supports this activity, as he believed that songs, rhymes, and actions play a crucial role in learning (From, 2019). He pioneered the idea that through sharing songs and rhymes children develop language, communication, and literacy skills (From, 2019). This routine follows on from the daily check-in where the ‘Helper Heddiw’ uses the activity board to change the day of the week, the date and the weather after the whole class sings and action to the songs (Pembroke Dock Community School, 2024). Additionally, children in key stage 2 may not follow this structure with singalong due to their understanding of the basics, instead they will use a more appropriate method for their age (Pembroke Dock Community School, 2024). 
This activity is extremely adaptable for all ages in the foundation phase due to its repetitive manner. It is believed that repetitive elements also assist children in taking their first steps in language learning (Mordsley, 2017). This can ensure all children are successfully learning and able to engage during their daily morning routine. Even children with English as a second language would still benefit from this activity as it is believed that rhyme of music can help all children memorize words (Doron, 2013). This is important as there is an ongoing growth in bilingual children attending this local setting from all over the world who are learning English as a second language. 



















Activity four - Drillio 
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                                   (Pembroke Dock Community School, 2024)
Activity – Welsh Oracy (questions and answers)
The activity is a structured challenge designed by the year 1 teachers using a Welsh wheel called Drillio (Pembroke Dock Community School, 2024). The goal is for all Year 1 students to be able to successfully ask and respond to these questions with more than a simple “yes” or “no” answer. Throughout the academic year these phrases will be investigated alongside activities ensuring understanding. This activity is a progression step for Welsh language by moving forward with more in doeth language. Oracy supports the cymraeg 2050 strategy by fostering confidence in Welsh speaking, encouraging its active use within an education setting (Welsh Government, 2024a). It helps learners develop language skills, critical thinking, and communication essential for increasing Welsh speakers (Mannion, 2023b). This promotes a better culture of Welsh language use contributing to the overall goal in 2050. 

This local setting offers many profound activities to celebrate Welsh and promote it further. Although most of the activities stated were foundation phase there are many more activities which are used daily throughout each year group, meeting age-appropriate learning (Pembroke Dock Community School, 2024). Alongside daily learning this school takes pride in the Welsh speaker of the week award, as well as celebrating concerts for St. Davids day. Each year the setting holds fantastic Eisteddfod competitions to celebrate Welsh, from handwriting, to craft and baking (Pembroke Dock Community School, 2024).

In conclusion, The Welsh language experienced a significant decline over the years, with its use once being punshiable. However, with new legislation and the support of the Welsh people, the language began to revive, achieving equality with English. Although 27.8% of people in Wales speak Welsh, the language is thriving, with education playing a crucial role in promoting and celebrating Wesh culture daily. It is evident that local communities, such as Pembrokeshire, are working hard to ensure Welsh is spoken regularly from an early age, adapting activities to meet various needs. Oracy is essential in achieving the cymraeg 2050 strategy, empowering learners to build confidence in their Welsh-speaking abilities.
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