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My topic, based on activism, is censorship of art. I was first interested by this idea when I saw a post on Instagram, my first source of inspiration, which said “DON’T CENSOR OUR FUCKING ART” with a line covering the swear word. The line shows the blocking of things that may offend people which inspired me. 
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My second piece of research is an article about a university that censored a student’s art for showing nude bodies. The work by the student was intended to encourage discussion around the themes of the human body, religion and sexuality, showing fellow students’ nude bodies (without displaying their faces). This source of research firstly inspired my choice of censorship such as nude art and how censorship can restrict the freedom of expression of an artist. This encouraged me to use images such as nude sculptures and swear words as a form of rebellion as well as producing a sense of activism. 

[image: image2.jpg]STOP
CENSORING
OUR

ART




My third piece of research is from a BBC news story about a theme park that covered the breasts on mermaid statues to ‘respect Eastern values’. The sculptor said the park ‘denied the public the beauty of art products’. Other park goers said “It’s weird to see art pieces being covered like that’ and “you wouldn’t see mermaids covered with cloth like that”. This further encouraged my ideas of using traditional art, the statues and the censorship, violating their artistic expression and meanings. 
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The poster I have made shows an image of a statue with a censored logo covering his body parts. Other pictures surrounding it include a closed eye, suggesting being closed off from what is real and an image of Instagram’s ‘sensitive content logo’. I also tried to add different technical skills such as using the pencil tool to add small drawings, one of them being a quote “censorship should be censored”, meaning censoring should be censored itself. The background colour was significant for example with this subject of stopping censorship, red was the best colour to support that, as well as drawing attention. The main caption says “STOP CENSORING OUR F    ING ART”. This was inspired by the post I saw on Instagram, recreated in my own way, removing most of the letters of the swear word rather than hiding it,  portraying censorship in a more effective way, indicating that censorship can make the public completely closed off to what artists are trying to express. 
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