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The Role of the Hebrew Bible in Judaism 

 The Bible holds an essential role not only in Judaism but in every individual as it is a 

representation of religion. The Hebrew Bible serves as the first account documenting past 

events that led to the development of Christianity. The Hebrew Bible is considered the Jewish 

people's language as it demonstrates their origin. It is perceived as a sacred book for it gives 

an account of past events that contributed to the development of Christianity. The Hebrew 

Bible In Judaism acted and still acts as a guidebook informing people on what is morally 

acceptable and the origin of religion. 

Tanakh is the name given to the Hebrew Bible in Judaism. They can look up the past 

and tales of the Jewish people in the Tanakh. The Tanakh has several stories but does not 

conclude roughly the second century BC. Since it informs Judaism's adherents about Jewish 

history and customs, the Tanakh is crucial for all Jews. The Torah is the essential text of 

Judaism. Instructions regarding life and death are found in the Torah, the Jewish oral and 

written law. The Torah can be understood on three different levels. The Torah refers to the 

five Books of Moses in its most basic form. The Torah is the Hebrew Bible or written law, 

which brings us to our second general idea. Some people's more profound beliefs hold that 

the Torah is the wisdom of God. The Torah is important because it serves as the cornerstone 

of Judaism for its adherents. The Talmud refers to Jewish doctrine. They are an amalgam of 

all Jewish customs and laws. The Talmud is essential to Jews because they consider it the 

unadulterated truth about God and the universe. 

 Tanakh, which means teaching and refers to the Hebrew Bible, describes its function 

in Judaism. The Hebrew Bible, known in Christianity as the Old Testament, serves as a 

historical timeline before the birth of Christ. It has 24 books categorized into three mains: 
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Teaching, Prophets, and writings. These books give an account from the beginning of how 

Christianity developed and the presence of God. The teaching books comprise Genesis, 

Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. Prophets are subdivided into anecdotes of 

prominent Hebrew individuals such as Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and kings. 

Further, other prophetic books note the message from God for Israel to return to their creator. 

Writings are the last category comprising poetry, theology, and drama, namely proverbs, job, 

songs of songs, psalms, ruth, lamentations, chronicles, Ecclesiastes, and Daniel. These books 

give an account of Christianity, documenting how man was created and Judaism started. 

 The Hebrew Scriptures significantly influenced the development and continuation of 

Judaism. The Hebrew people survived oppression after the kingdoms of Israel and Judah was 

destroyed in 722 BCE. They had been captives for an extended period but managed to 

survive their experiences as they had writings that preserved their history and traditional 

practices. The reports helped those who returned to Palestine start fresh by rebuilding temples 

and reconstructing a major religious society. The Hebrew Bible's books served as a haven for 

the religion, ensuring that Judaism and the Jewish faith survived. They could regain what 

they lost from oppression as they had the precious book that offered them a better outcome. 

 Judaism has been facilitated and encouraged by the Hebrews Bible as it preserves its 

origin. The historical practice of priestly sacrifice was abolished with the temple's destruction 

in Jerusalem. The temple fell, with some of its practices, but the religion of the Jewish people 

never faded as it had spread far and wide. The Jewish people protected the Hebrew Bible 

because it embodied who they were and was present in their synagogues, where it was read 

and studied. Their calendars and family lives were organized, the Bible inspired their 

worship, and their identity as a people was preserved. Additionally, the Bible influenced their 

intellect, defined their beliefs, and helped them endure persecution. 
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 The Hebrew Bible serves as a record of predictions pointing to Jesus Christ as the 

promised Messiah. According to Christian tradition, the Abrahamic Contract and New 

Testament are justified by the Hebrew Scriptures. The Hebrew Bible is essential to Judaism 

and Christianity since it describes events that influenced the formation of religion. The 

Hebrew Bible contributed towards realizing the New Testament and developing Christianity. 

The New Testament was created to modify some of the laws and customs outlined in the Old 

Testament. The Hebrew Bible's messages and predictions are also continued in the New 

Testament, illuminating some of them. The New Testament also upholds Jewish customs and 

practices, much like the Hebrew Bible or Old Testament. The New and Old Testament both 

document a journey where the old speak of the initial day when God was in contact with 

people while the New Testament notes the assistant sent to help redeem humankind. 

 The Hebrew Bible describes how God interacted with the Jews as his elect people, 

also known as Israel. The first six books of the Bible tell the story of the people of Israel from 

their ancestry through their conquest and settlement. The books give an account of creation to 

how man came to exist, connecting this to the people of Israel. Additionally, there is the 

mention of God's promise to Abraham and their covenant. The Hebrew books document the 

descendants of Abraham, who were noted as Israelites. The stories of the promised country 

are continued in the following books, showing how the covenant was repeatedly broken and 

how kingship came into existence. The people's actions led to divine punishment from God, 

as he had warned them, but they failed to listen. They were punished and exiled till the time 

they repented for their transgression. Poetics, philosophy, and further history are all found in 

the final eleven books. 

 The Hebrew Bible is not a record of historical events or a body of knowledge but 

literature of faith. The biblical authors were interested in recording events and their 

processes, not in speculating about God's presence. The Hebrew Bible illustrates God's 
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existence, purpose for humanity, and capabilities reminding people of their origin. In light of 

God's character, integrity, loyalty, compassion, and love, the Bible assesses people. It 

ascertains humankind's position in the world and illustrates the existence of a superior being. 

The bible document human kid rebellion, redemption, and reconciliation with their creator.  

 The Hebrew Bible is highly acknowledged among Jews, representing their identity 

and beliefs. People of Jewish descendants are denoted as Israelites and the children of 

Abraham. The Bible is a preservation of Judaism as it documents past events that contributed 

to the development of religion. Additionally, it upholds Judaism by focusing on one all-

knowing supreme being. The initial books document man's creation and sin, which led to the 

pain and suffering people go through daily. Further, it illustrates the power of God through 

the account of creation, noting that just by a word, he created the environment people enjoy 

today. The Bible notes how Judaism came into existence and the contribution of Jews 

towards the realization of religion and Christianity. 

 The journey towards religion, faith, and spiritual entities is documented in the Hebrew 

bible explaining the evil. From Abraham, Noah, and Moses, the Bible illustrates dedication, 

spirituality, and the beginning of religion. Abraham following God's instructions without 

questioning and believing in his promises demonstrates faith. Additionally, Moses and Noah's 

actions also note faith and religion as they followed instructions despite having doubts. They 

also built altars that offered sacrifice, a means of giving thanks and acknowledging God, 

illustrating belief. The Hebrew bible informs on faith by providing an account of Jewish 

people who believed in God and followed his directives despite facing oppression. 

 Judaism is a monotheistic religion developed among the ancient Hebrews and 

dominant through the Bible. It is the belief that one God, incorporeal and eternal, wants 

everyone to do what is just and merciful. The Hebrew Bible directed the belief of Judaism as 
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a document of only one supreme being who is eternal and merciful. The story of creation, 

Moses, Noah, and Abraham, document the existence of God as a supreme and all-knowing 

being. The Bible guides us on what is expected from humanity and of the promises given to 

humankind by God if they choose to obey and follow him. 

 The Hebrew Bible is in use to date, and Judaism is still being practiced worldwide. 

The stories in the Bible are often taught to people when they are young to instil discipline and 

follow God's directives. The Bible is not only available in temples, but people are able to own 

and read it at their pleasure, learning about God, his promises, and teachings to man. 

However, it should be emphasized that nowadays the Jewish and Christian Bibles are not the 

same thing; they do not contain the same books. There are different listings of the biblical 

books in the Tanakh and what the Christians call the Old Testament. 
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