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	Title of Dissertation: 
What is the relationship between practices of oracular seidr and the personal cosmologies of contemporary Pagans and Neo-Shamans who practice it for their communities? 


	Aims and Objectives:
The Research title question can be answered investigating if the differences in practices and experiences of oracular seidr practitioners lead to the creation of distinct personal cosmologies, even if within a shared framework ‘macro-cosmology’ of Northern European Paganism. Blain (Nine Worlds of Seid-Magic: Ecstasy and Neo-Shamanism in Northern European Paganism, London: Routledge, 2002) and Wallis (Shamans/Neo-Shamans: Ecstasies, Alternative Archaeologies and Contemporary Pagans, London: Routledge, 2003), were the first scholars to study the diversity of contemporary seidr. Since Blain and Wallis’ studies, other Pagans and Neo-Shamans in Britain and Europe have started engaging with the practice of seidr, but these more contemporary practices, and the cosmologies of their practitioners, have yet to be addressed by academia. 
This research aims at expanding the understanding of contemporary seidr in Britain, Scandinavia, and the Netherlands, by focussing on the comparison of practices and experiences of different oracular seidr practitioners, assessing what are the main similarities and differences between them, and if they contributed to different personal worldviews/cosmologies. This research contributes to the field of contemporary Paganism and Shamanism studies, through exploring the personal cosmologies of oracular seidr practitioners, and how those cosmologies feed into/affect the overall framework of North European Paganism. It will investigate the complex phenomenon involved in the creation of contemporary cosmological models and ideas, and seek to situate these within the overall framework of this New Religious Movement.



	Abstract

Contemporarily, some seidr practices are being rediscovered and adapted by North European Pagans and Neo-Shamans. Seidr is a set of shamanistic practices from pre-Christian Northern Europe, recorded in Icelandic medieval texts, and practiced today by some contemporary Pagans that are part of a Northern European Pagan movement (usually called Heathenry or Asatru); a movement that is distinct from other Pagan communities such as Druidry or Wicca. 
Old Norse sources show seidr included prophecy and some kinds of interaction between different worlds of the Old Norse cosmology, including communication with ancestors and other spirits; yet despite the similarities in cosmology and practice, different practitioners have different paths and techniques to access the ‘spirits or ancestors worlds’ where oracular answers are given, and experience different imagery of those worlds. 
Contemporary seidr practices received scholarly attention from Blain and Wallis in the early 2000’s, but with other British and European Pagans starting practicing seidr and sharing techniques and experiences in the last ten years, a re-evaluation of present day seidr which focuses on the comparison of practices and experiences as well as how they influence the formation of personal cosmologies will add a fresh perspective to more current debates. Thus this research will focus only on the personal experiences of seidr practitioners who have performed oracular seidr in front of an audience, retrieving answers to the questions posed by members of that audience. Focussing primarily on the ‘journey’ done with the specific purpose of retrieving answers in an oracular seidr context and addressing the experiences which have helped to inform individualised cosmologies, the research will be situated among a wider investigation into the complex phenomenon involved in the creation of contemporary cosmological models and ideas, seeking to further situate these within the overall framework of this New Religious Movement.


	Methodology

Research methodology will be based on qualitative research. It will take place in the form of participant observation supported by semi-structured interviews with around ten seidr practitioners. The research will be complemented by books and articles written by some of those practitioners. I am part of a broad community of Heathen groups across the UK and Europe, being an insider within the community, with access to different seidr practitioners, both in UK and Europe. These practitioners will be interviewed face to face, or via Skype, about their experiences with oracular seidr. 

As Silverman points out, ‘the choice between different research methods should depend upon what you are trying to find out’ (David Silverman, Interpreting Qualitative Data: Methods for analysing talk, text and interaction (London: Sage, 2001), p. 25).  McLeod comments that ‘qualitative research does not aim to 'test' hypotheses, but to describe, analyse and interpret the construction of aspects of the social world’ (John McLeod, Qualitative Research in Counselling and Psychotherapy (London: Sage, 2001), p. 133).  When researching subjective opinions such as personal cosmologies, qualitative methodologies are more capable of understanding those opinions in their wider context. 

This qualitative data, seen as rich in detail and deep, allows for the focus on particularisation, aiming at the understanding of the ‘linkages between events and activities and to explore people’s interpretations of the factors which produce such connections’ (Alan Bryman, Quantity and Quality in Social Research (London: Routledge, 2001), pp. 96, 106).
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	Time Schedule:

An outline of a likely timetable to completion. 

Draft chapter/s due to supervisor by:10 September 2014
Draft chapter/s due to supervisor by: 30 September 2014
Draft chapter/s due to supervisor by: 15 October 2014

Draft Introduction/Conclusion due by: 9 Nov 2014

Dissertation completed and ready for final reading and or editing: 16 Nov 2014
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Please return this draft form to your dissertation supervisor. When completed then send Dr Bernadette Brady  email: b.brady@tsd.ac.uk
NOTES on how to complete this form
Please complete the form and submit it your designated supervisor for feedback. It may also be circulated for comment to other members of the MA staff with relevant expertise. 
Upon acceptance by your supervisor then please send it to the Dissertation Module tutor, Dr Bernadette Brady, email:  b.brady@tsd.ac.uk  Once received it will be checked by Dr Nicholas Campion and the Dissertation Tutor and you, and your supervisor will receive notice back of either the proposal’s acceptance or a request for clarification. 
This is not a final, unchanging proposal, but is intended for discussion as part of the first stage of your research, to clarify your ideas and make sure your proposed research is realistic.

You may insert footnotes in the text as these will both let us know you are on the right track, but also assist your preparations.

Aim of the Research Project: 

What would you like to research? Outline the purpose of your research project and consider its possible contribution to the academic understanding of your subject matter. What questions would you most like your research to answer? As a guide allow 50 – 150 words for this.
Abstract

All academic dissertations include an abstract. In practice this is difficult to complete until the dissertation is complete. 

However, in this section consider the academic rationale for your research. What is the background to your research? What wider problem in scholarship or knowledge are you addressing? What is the relevance of your work to wider areas of scholarship and previous work in the field? You can include relevant references. 
Short Introductory Bibliography 1. Secondary Sources
What are the main scholarly works (secondary sources) which would underpin your research question? You need about ten academic books or articles. Please give full citations. If they are especially important, mention them in your abstract. If you are doing qualitative research please include some references on methodology, as you would have encountered in the Research methods module, for example on interview technique or questionnaire design.
Short Introductory Bibliography: 2. Primary sources 

This is vital for text-based research. What are the principal primary sources and/or materials you would use in your research? Please give full citations. Remember, primary sources are the original documents, texts or artefacts which you are researching. If these are books or articles, give full citations. If your research is text-based, aim to include about ten. If they are especially important, mention them in your abstract. If your research is into Sacred Geography or Archaeoastronomy, or if you are undertaking qualitative research, the primary text sources may be limited or non-existent.  Your primary source may be landscape, sky or people. 
Methodology:

How are you going to research your topic? Outline your research methodology: for example, library based or fieldwork (interviews, questionnaires or participant observation), and historical, sociological, anthropological. Include relevant references. If you are conducting qualitative research, such as interviews of questionnaires, please say something about your proposed target group, and how you plan to proceed.
