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[bookmark: _GoBack]This commentary is on an extract from the Exordium Parvum. The Exordium Parvum was written by an anonymous Cistercian author in the twelfth century with the aim of writing an origin text for the order.[footnoteRef:2] This would have presumably been for the monks who were not around when the order was formed so that they could read about their history. Constance Berman suggest that this text was created due to the “Cistercians of the late twelfth century…coming under criticism” which “may explain the particular strident tone of the Exordium Parvum”.[footnoteRef:3]   [2:  ‘Exordium Parvum’, Order of Cistercians of the Strict Observance <https://www.ocso.org/resources/foundational-text/exordium-parvum/> [accessed 18 February 2020].]  [3:  Constance Hoffman Berman, The Cistercian Evolution: The Invention of a Religious Order in Twelfth-Century Europe (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2010), p. 23.] 

The extract itself comes from chapter 18 of the Exordium Parvum and is situated near the end of the document which means that it comes after the description of the founding of the abbey at Citeaux and the Cistercian order as a whole. However, it is before the description of the other abbeys being founded. Its purpose would have been to show people how the Cistercian order began whilst at the same time providing some spiritual legitimacy to why the order needed to be created. In this way it is only natural that the source would take on a positive tone throughout.
The first line of the extract begins with “the man of God, Alberic”.[footnoteRef:4] This is referring to Abbot Alberic of the abbey of Citeaux who arguably was the first abbot of the order.[footnoteRef:5] It is possible to exclude Abbot Robert from the list of Cistercian abbots due to the controversy surrounding him as he was already considered to be the Abbot of Molesme.[footnoteRef:6] It is interesting to note that Alberic, according to chapter two of the Exordium Parvum was one of the original monks that founded the abbey at Citeaux.[footnoteRef:7] The passage referring to Alberic talks about his death when it says he “went home to the lord, full of glory in his faith and virtues.”[footnoteRef:8] This quote suggests that the order thought highly of him and that he was an example of the piety that they had longed for when they left Molesme. As well as this the fact that the author chose to write about Alberic’s death and to include it In the Exordium Parvum suggests that as the first abbot of Citeaux he was an important figure in the history of the order.  [4:  Exordium Parvum Available at: <https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/pluginfile.php/343627/mod_resource/content/0/Cistercian%20sources%201.pdf> [accessed 14th February 2020]. From course handout.]  [5:  ‘St. Robert of Molesme’, Encyclopædia Britannica 21st January 2020 <https://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Robert-of-Molesme> [accessed 18th February 2020].]  [6:  Ibid.,]  [7:  Exordium Parvum, From Course Handout.]  [8:  Exordium Parvum, From Course Handout.] 

 The second historical figure that the extract mentions is the successor of Abbot Alberic, Stephen Harding who was an Englishman.[footnoteRef:9] Stephen was educated at Sherbourne Abbey and later at Paris before joining the abbey of Molesme.[footnoteRef:10] Similarly, to Alberic, Stephen was one of the original monks that were disenchanted with how the monks were following the rule at Molesme and left with Abbot Robert to found the Abbey at Citeaux.[footnoteRef:11] Stephen was arguably one of the most influential early abbots of the Cistercian order as he is suspected to be the original author of the Carta Caritatis which was very influential in itself and helped establish the Cistercian’s as an official order in the eyes of the church.[footnoteRef:12] The extract states that Stephen was “a lover of the rule” meaning the Rule of St. Benedict which is perhaps why Stephen personally was loathe to stay at Molesme and left to found the new abbey. It also suggests that the order viewed him in a similar to Alberic, as presumably he believed in following the rule of St. Benedict closely. [9:  Exordium Parvum, From Course Handout.]  [10:  ‘St. Stephen Harding’, Encyclopædia Britannica 27th June 2019 <https://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Stephen-Harding> [accessed 19th February 2020].]  [11:  Exordium Parvum, From Course Handout.]  [12:  David Farmer, ‘Stephen Harding’, Oxford Reference, 2011 <https://www-oxfordreference-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/view/10.1093/acref/9780199596607.001.0001/acref-9780199596607-e-1480> [accessed 19th February 2020].] 

The extract states that Abbot Stephen and the rest of the Abbey’s congregation “prohibited the duke of that land or any other lord from keeping his court at any time in that abbey, as they used in times past.”[footnoteRef:13] This was common throughout the Cistercian order and as Augustine Roberts states this was to provide “greater stress on true physical separation the world” which suggests that Stephen and to a greater extent his brethren in the Cistercian order did this in order to lessen their contact with the outside world and this in turn would also allow them to achieve their goal of solitude, emulating the desert fathers hermitage in the desert and in the wilds.[footnoteRef:14] Indeed, many documents of the early Cistercians compare the locations that they chose to build their abbeys in a solitary manner, however Louis Lekai argues that “solitude was not the uppermost condition in the minds of those responsible for the earliest foundations” which could suggest that this was not as important to them as they made out.[footnoteRef:15] [13:  Exordium Parvum, From Course Handout]  [14:  Augustine Roberts, 'The Developmental Dynamics of the Cistercian Reform', in The Cistercian Spirit A Symposium, ed. by M. Basil Pennington (Shannon: Irish University Press, 1969), p. 73.]  [15:  Louis J. Lekai, 'Ideals and Reality in Early Cistercian Life and Legislation', in Cistercian Ideals and Reality, ed. by John R. Sommerfeldt (Kalamazoo: Cistercian Publications, 1978), p. 6.] 

The extract states that “they resolved to keep no crosses of gold or silver” due to the monks of the order intending to live an austere and impoverished lifestyle.[footnoteRef:16] Perhaps they decided to do this as other popular monastic orders at the time built up their wealth in order to show off and they disagreed with this.[footnoteRef:17] However, because the Cistercians were founded as a result of a few not agreeing with the practices of the Benedictines and other monastic orders, they chose to live, in their own eyes, a proper devout and holy life by having no gold and silver on show. Despite this however there are still examples of the Cistercian order receiving tithes through various means, which would seem to go against this quote. One example is from Citeaux itself acquiring tithes “in Moisey, originally belonging to two priests who, however, transferred their claims to the abbey”.[footnoteRef:18] Lekai also gives other examples of this happening within the Cistercian Order.[footnoteRef:19] Perhaps the Exordium Parvum was written before this started happening or perhaps, they were not telling the complete truth about what was happening within their order. [16:  Exordium Parvum, From Course Handout.]  [17:  Robert B. Ekelund, Sacred Trust: The Medieval Church as an Economic Firm (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1996), p. 169.]  [18:  Lekai,’Ideal and Reality’, p.7.]  [19:  Ibid., pp, 7-8.] 
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