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The above image was taken during my PTE1 (Part 2) teaching placement, where I taught a mixed Year 3/4 class. The series of questions that are written on the whiteboard above, were displayed daily within the classroom. Often, I set aside 20 minutes during the day for the pupils to focus on the Welsh questions shown. It served as a formative task whereby I would use a randomiser to ask pupils the questions and they would answer the question. I often varied the task and encouraged the pupils to ask each other the questions and then respond to each other with the correct sentence starter and pattern. This meant that the pupils were leading the dialogue in Welsh and it enabled the pupils to become more confident in their spoken Welsh ability. When asking more difficult questions, I would encourage pupils to talk to their ‘talk partner’ to ask for help with how to respond to the question. This again encouraged Welsh-medium discussion between the pupils and gave them opportunity to develop their literacy skills daily. I also used this set of questions as ‘exit’ questions. At the end of lessons, I would often ask each pupil a Welsh question and they would have to think of a response in Welsh in order to ‘exit’. This again worked well to encourage pupils to use Welsh throughout the school day and helped them to gain in confidence in questions and sentence patterns that they were less sure of. I could see the benefit of continually doing this with my pupils throughout the placement, as I was able to see the pupil’s Welsh language development from the start to the end of placement. I also feel this was a good way of incorporating Welsh into lessons and improving pupils Welsh literacy skills. 
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