Hollie Parsons		ECEY5004
2011604		
Language and Literacy in the Digital Age- Essay
Kuhl (2010) states that neural and behavioural investigations have shown that children are at exposure to language from their first year of life which influences their language and literacy. Additionally, Kuhl (2010) states that children who experience two different languages from birth produce a bilingual brain. Oral storytelling has been explained as linking a story to an audience through reading aloud and using gestures (National Council of Teachers, 1992, cited by Hibbin, 2016). Reading aloud supports cognitive development and provides an opportunity for children to interact with parents and educators, it also enhances children’s mindset towards reading Merga and Mat Roni (2018).
Reading aloud with younger children promotes healthy development according to Bowcutt et al., (2013). Reading with children during early years prepares them for challenging cognitive and language requirements for reading acquisition (Mortiz et al., 2012). Jalongo (2004) cited by Bowcutt et al., (2013), implies that engagement through a child’s life with picture books can create a solid foundation for children to enjoy and appreciate books more as they grow older. Bowcutt et al., (2013) explain that reading with children and providing a literate environment will benefit them and support their language and literature development. According to Asano et al., (2015) cited by Laing (2017), onomatopoeia is important for children as it allows them to engage more and allows children to comprehend sounds with objects. Kuhl (2010) states that children are at their highest ‘Critical Period’ (Kuhl, 2010) and that they will absorb and learn best while they are young.
CNN (2015) states that parents should read, sing or talk to their children during infancy as it can have a positive effect on a child’s ability to succeed and creates an emotional bond with the parent and child. In line with this, University of Kansas (2017) state that while a mother is pregnant, the foetus is listening for and learning the language they are going to speak due to the speech signals they can hear. Also, Bryant et al., (1989) states that rhyming and alliteration is important for children to absorb information and enhancing their literacy and language. Oral story telling creates more dramatic presentations for the children as it includes movements and sounds (Berkowitz, 2011). Young children learn language from the words that they hear and that a variety of words is related with greater language outcomes (Montag, Jones and Smith, 2015). Brodin and Renblad (2019) state that reading aloud enhances and supports children’s communication development. According to 
Akhavan Tavakoli (2017), children observing through hearing, allows children to greater their speaking skills. Rhyming and singing nursery rhymes to children allows them to be more creative, but also allows them to interact and improve their language and literacy skills (Akhavan Tavakoli, 2017). Hibbin (2017) implies that storytelling allows children to express themselves and explore their feelings because of the verbal and body language. In line with this, Berkowitz (2011) states that using repetitive phrases within stories allows the child to feel comfortable and confident as it involves human interaction and emotions. Read, Macauley and Furay (2014) believe that books that have rhymes in them are more memorable, and children engage more with these sorts of books. When parents or educators read to children, the children listen which causes the brain to stimulate and develop the best it can (Bowcutt et al., 2013). Berkowitz (2011) states that parents who use different tones and voices whilst reading encourages the child to engage fully and enjoy the story more than normal. Fellowes and Oakley (2014) cited by Vic.gov.au (2019) states that demonstration and modelling is important for children’s development and their language skills.
Saracho (2017) cited by Vic.gov.au (2019) suggests children need to experience writing and creating texts themselves as it is an opportunity for expressing themselves in the early years. In line with this, Fellowes and Oakley (2014) cited by Vic.gov.au (2019) states that writing allows children to experiment and develop their language and literacy skills. Portugal has built libraries especially for children in the early years to allow children to explore literature and develop their language skills (Ramos, 2012). Ramos (2012) also states that in the libraries, there are many activities carried out that involve the children and parents to increase their skills and allow them to develop. Vic.au.gov (2019) states that the role of the educator is to share happiness and accomplishment when engaging to help children develop their literacy and language skills. Davidson (2009) states that studies have shown that young children engage in a range of digital methods. Parents are advised to read every day and show emotion, plan a certain time for reading together and ask the child questions as the child grows and develops (CNN, 2012). In line with this, Agosto (2016) says that literacy skills do not only involve just decoding and understanding words but also creative skills. Hibbin (2017) states that children enjoy reading stories that are similar to their own experiences which allows them to relate to how the character is thinking and what they feel. In line with this, as noted by Hibbin (2017), children enjoy the element of role-play during storytelling as they get to experience the emotion of the character.
Bowcutt et al., (2013) suggest that some parents do not find reading from electronics are beneficial for the children as they believe that it changes the way children and babies develop. In line with this, RTYB (2010) cited by Bowcutt et al., (2013) state that even though most e-books and electronics let off sound and words, they may not provide the words or tones that babies need to hear. According to Van den Heuvel et al., (2019), children whose parents have mobile phones or handheld electronic devices, can cause language delay in children aged around 18 months. In line with this, Maulana (2020) mentions that children aged 15-35 months experience language delay when exposed to long-term screen viewing. However, Tohidast et al., (2020) state that language delay can also be found in children with autism or other disabilities and that electronic devices may allow them to enhance their skills as they prefer this to physical and emotional relations. In line with this, Gentry (2012) (no date) cited by Bowcutt et al., (2013) state the National Association for the Education of Young Children argue that technology and interactive media have a positive influence on children’s development as it has all the correct learning tools to support the development in young children from 0-3 years. Maulana (2020) states that prolonged screen time affects children’s development. Beckwith (2012) cited by CNN (2012) states that 90% of brain development happens from birth to 3 years old, so any language that they are exposed to can have a great impact on their development positively and the more developed they are, the more prepared they are for education. Using digital storytelling with children in the classroom improves’ their problem-solving skills and motivates them to achieve goals and gain knowledge (Alderbashi, 2021). Also, technology today allows individuals to communicate with family or friends when they want which can also benefit children by developing their social and literacy skills and also their relationships (Yamaç and Ulusoy, 2016). Bowcutt et al., (2013) states that behaviours, gestures and actions from babies when reading electronic or traditional books are similar, however, the teacher showed more interaction when reading a traditional story. In line with this, Bowcutt et al., (2013) also says that if the educator is not familiar or comfortable with the electronic device then they may have a negative impact on story time. 
Welsh Government (2019) state that digital skills are important for developing the learner’s language and literacy skills and allows them to have a larger range of communication skills. Also, language and literacy can be accessed through electronics (Welsh Government, 2019). Children who struggle with writing may find that digital literacy is beneficial for them as they have the support when it comes to spelling, punctuation and grammar (Yamaç and Ulusoy, 2016). The relationship between young children and electronics reduces the opportunity for the children to engage in parent-child interaction and play (Van Den Heuvel et al., 2019). However, O’Bryne et al., (2018) states that digital methods create new possibilities for collaborative methods when learning language and literacy skills and that individuals should use digital methods to support children’s storytelling so that they can express their ideas. Robin (2008) cited by Alderbashi (2021) suggests that there are a range of different types of digital stories that provide different concepts and allows children to develop their knowledge on different topics as well as new words and language. Yamaç and Ulusoy (2016) state that children often manage and understand their writing process when using digital storytelling. In line with this, Foley (2013) suggests that digital storytelling motivates children to write more detailed stories and allows them to expand to their audience. However, Bowcutt et al., (2013) states that when children use traditional books, they are able to touch, swipe and sometimes try to eat the book, whereas with a digital device they were unable to explore these developmental behaviours.
Yafie, Giavarini and Maulidia (2020) state that children’s development is the most essential thing during the COVID-19 pandemic as parents must provide stimulus information to allow the children to develop their language and literacy to their full potential. However, Davies et al., (2021) states that children with a lower socioeconomic background are not provided with enough or adequate resources to develop their language and literacy skills. Also, Yafie, Giavarini and Maulidia (2020) states that learning at home during COVID-19 requires harder work from the individuals around the children. Language delay in children may occur when the parents do not provide enough stimulation due to them being busy working from home or if they cannot afford the correct resources (Yafie, Giavarini and Maulidia, 2020). In line with this, Yafie, Giavarini and Maulidia (2020) state that parents and educators should be able to identify language delay in children early on. Mages (2020) states that during 2020, coronavirus had changed the way children had to learn as it was all through digital devices due to the pandemic. Wages (2020) believes that this created a positive experience for the children as it had given children the opportunity to learn whilst not being able to go to school. In line with this, Li and Yu (2022) state that educators would have to have up-to-date technology and software for them to be able to teach children digitally during the pandemic. Children develop fully and express their ideas when they are outdoors and exploring (Yafie, Giavarini and Maulidia, 2020). Parents were able to spend more time with their children during the pandemic which means that they could carry out activities with them to improve their speech and language when they had the chance (Tohidast et al., 2020). 
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