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Assignment Title: Thatcher (1987) claimed that ‘there is no such thing as society. There are individual men and women and there are families’.

Critique Thatcher’s (1987) statement above from a modern – day perspective. (Use theory and policy to support your work)



[bookmark: _Hlk59536719]As we consider Thatcher’s above quote “there is no such thing as society. There are individual men and women and there are families”, critiquing this quote will come from a modern – day perspective whilst being supported by theory and policy. As we are aware, individuals have different and significantly personal opinions on what a society is and what it may mean to themselves as individuals living within societal environments. Individuals may perceive societies differently. For example, one individual may believe that a society is simply a group of friends, when in comparison another individual may believe that a society is merely family or a group of close relatives. Individuals opinions can differ in connection to the society they are familiar with living within through their daily life. For example, some societies can be deemed very close knit, i.e. the circulation of food banks accumulating within the society itself. 


However, in comparison to this some societies may be on the other side of the scale. For example, no societal activities within communities are performed with the aim to better and improve the society. As an example of this, the society in question may not aim to perform and maintain the engagement of societal activities for the improvement of the society. taking this into consideration, the activities performed could include the setting up of food banks, clothes donations etc which can in turn maintain and support the more deprived families which may reside within the society in question. As part of considering a society, segregation and society becomes a factor. For example, a segregated society defined as the segregation and separation of societal groups of individuals with the differing characteristics. This often connected to the connotations for the conditions in relation to inequalities. As a factor, Racial Segregations are considered one of the multiple included types of segregations, ranging specifically from the deliberate and systematic persecutions developed from the significantly more subtle forms of discriminations for the self-imposed separations within societies. Within we shall also consider the effects of Welfare Dependency upon society and how this supports families within societies, whilst considering statistics as a factor.


[bookmark: _Hlk59536740]The term society, or societas in Latin, generally designates individuals who are of belonging within a specific group. Within anthropology, the use of the term is to refer to not just specifically the group of individuals, but also the pattern of complexities of the interactions and their norms which arise among the individuals. Understandably, society exists only where the social beings behave and exist towards one another within ways which are determined by one’s recognitions of one another. The more complex the society becomes, the more varied and interchangeable these relationships become. 


The term for ‘social’ and ‘society’ became derived from the Latin phrases socius and societus. However the modern term for ‘theory’ derived from the Ancient Greek term ‘theõria‘. The meaning of these terms within society defined as, Socius meaning a merchant cooperation with other merchants in partnership or as an ‘associate’. Societas being the connection of the partnerships and associations between merchants. Social Theory, defined as the studying of the scientific forms of thinking about social lives. This as a theory encompasses the ideas in relation to how societies may change and develop over time. Methods explaining behaviours, powers, and social structures in connection to class, gender and ethnicity are also considered concepts and issues within proposed social lives. Whilst considering theories, political theory is the closest connected theory to social theory that has been discovered. Political theory has a long-standing developmental position within historical thoughts. Political theory specifically closely related to the long-standing disciplines within the study of administrations for the laws within civil affairs, or legality theory. Political theory is also deemed the main father figure role within the disciplines of the economic or the ‘political economics / economy’. (Harrington, 2005)




Therefore, as we connect and analyse this presented information in relation to Thatcher’s presented quote, the involved importance of social and political theory is deemed paramount in relation to the development of a society. We can understand this in relation to the fact that, it is incredibly clear that societies which maintain a strong societal bond function better as a society.  In comparison to this more functionally effective society, another society in question which does not maintain a strong societal bond may then function less efficiently in comparison to a close-knit society. Connected also to the development of families within societies creating effective relationships with the purpose and aim of bettering the societal relationships, interactions, environmental sectors of the society and also the development for the families and individuals residing within the society maintaining the effective communal relationships which effective for the positive development and evolution of a society as a whole.


As we consider definitions of society, we can present the following according to McIver and Giddens. 

McIver stated

“Society is a system of usages and procedures, of authority and mutual aid, of many groupings and divisions, of controls of human behaviour and of liberties. This everchanging complex system we all call society. It is the web of social relationships”


Giddens stated

“Society is the union itself, the organisation, the sum of formal relationships in which associating individuals are bound together”






By including and analysing these presented quotes, from this we begin to understand that according to McIver, society is perceived as being more in connection to the usages and procedures regarding authorities and mutual aids for the groupings and the divisions. We see also that McIver quote is connected to the controlling of human behaviours and the liberties for these connections. McIver also states that society is perceived as being an everchanging complex system, as being the web for the social relationships. However, considering Gidden’s quote deeming society as a union, an organisation in comparison to McIver stating that society is connected to behaviours and interactions, whereas Gidden’s states that society is more connected to the sum for the formal relationship in association to the individuals which are bound together by relationships developed and formed within societies.


As we analyse this above information, it is clear to see that McIver and Giddens have their own personal opinions in connection to the definitions of society. Perceived from the presented quotes, we can understand that McIver believes that society is more connected to the systems for the usages and procedures and the authorities and mutual aids for the groups and divisions with the controls for the human behaviours and liberties. McIver also states that he believes that the included everchanging complex system is what we refer to society as. Society is deemed the web of social relationships in the terms of McIver. From this we clearly understand that McIver believes therefore that society is more of a system rather than an having the interactional purpose is what possibly deemed necessary for. 

We can then compare this with Giddens opinion of society. “Society is the union itself, the organisation, the sum of formal relationships in which associating individuals are bound together”. Therefore, almost straight away from reading this quote, we can understand that Giddens believes that society is seen as more of a union, organisation, and the sum for the creation of the formal relationships of individuals when they become bound together. So, in connection to this Giddens stresses that a society is more to do with the individuals themselves in comparison to McIver who believes society is more to do with usages, procedures, and the controlling of human behaviours among other factors. So, as we connect these two individuals quotes and beliefs to the beliefs of Thatcher, as we develop and understanding of Gidden’s work, we can say that Gidden’s is against Thatcher’s beliefs. Gidden’s believes society revolves around unions and organisations which help to build stronger societies in connections to individuals and families wanting to build effective relationships within their societies. However, if we then consider McIver’s opinions and beliefs of society, his work is more connected to the beliefs of Thatcher. McIver believes that society is in significant connection to systems of usages of procedures and authorities of groups and individuals which in turn control the human behaviours and liberties which can contradict how individuals may be able to behave within societies.   
[bookmark: _Hlk59976748]

The commonality for the majority definitions for social capital focus specifically upon the social relations which result in the productive benefits. Social capital is specifically connected to the values within social networks with regards to the bonding of similar individuals and to encourage bridging relationships between the diverse individuals with consideration for reciprocity norms as proposed by (Dekker and Uslaner 2001). Adler and Kwon (2002) identified that social capital is specifically all about goodwill which other individuals contribute towards individuals ourselves, deemed as being a valuable resource. As Adler and Kwon (2002) define social capital as “the goodwill available to individuals or groups”. If we connect this quote back to the quote Thatcher presented, ‘there is no such thing as society. There are individual men and women and there are families’, this quote presented by Adler and Kwon (2002) proves that the participation of individuals within society can better and improve the community and communal relationships between the families residing within these connected and close – knit societies (Research, 2004 - 2020)


[bookmark: _Hlk60229499]Following on from presenting this information, we are clearly aware that the focusing upon social capitals and the social relations is clearly beneficial and effective in relation to societies. We can promote social capital as being effective as it is connected to social networking values for the evolution of the bonding of individuals with similarities and for the promotion of the encouragements for the bridging of relationships between individuals with diversities and differences with the considerations for the proposed reciprocity norms which were created by Dekker and Uslaner 2011 in relation to societal interactions. If we then consider the identified beliefs of Adler and Kwon (2002) in connection to social capital and the connection it has to goodwill creation within societies, deemed a valuable resource. 

Giddens’s theory in relation the structuration aims for the overcoming of the theoretical dualities, specifically in relation to agencies, structures, the micro / macro and lastly the qualitative and quantitative included methodological approaches. The acute necessity for the reconstruction social theory became of importance within the waking of the “orthodox consensus” breakdown. If we consider this with the association of structural functionalism with the work of Talcott Parsons. In relation to Parsons work, the orthodox specifically consists of three paramount components: functionalism, notion in which a society gains its own particular and specific needs apart from the individual members and so on. By considering Giddens’s argument, the micro (agent centred) and the macro (society centred) approaches within society, he believed that these approaches should be replaced with the more paramount face – to – face interactions. (Kenneth H. Tucker, 1998)


If we connect this to development of society and the theories and structures within i.e. micro / macro, agencies, and qualitative and quantitative approaches within societies. As we know, specific approaches within societies can specifically support the social forms and developments which form within societies. From this we gather knowledge in which certain and / or multiple societies consist of more than just families, men, women, etc and Thatcher stated. There is a significance of community spirit within societies and communities. An example of community spirit within societies are for example, the circulation of a food bank. 


Food banks have become the specific primary food resource in relation to ending food poverty in societies. In relation to this, individuals within societies are needed to run food banks. Specifically, food banks rely upon the health and social care professionals, local authority public health teams as well the families etc within the society. If we consider involved statistics, UNICEF have stated and estimated within the UK, there are 19% of children living under the age of 15 residing with another individual who are considered to be moderately struggling with food poverty, or the alternative term, food insecure. This makes the UK the worst performing nations within the European Union (Pereira et al, 2017). Welfare policy is deemed as a structural barrier as it becomes increasingly informed as a behaviourist philosophy rely upon the deterrence’s, surveillances, stigmas and the graduated sanctions surrounding modifiable conducts (Wacquant, 2009). Within the UK, the opening of food banks become accumulated within societies which have ongoing cuts within the local spending and societies which receive the higher spending benefits for welfare sanctions (Loopstra et al, 2015). Lastly, if we consider the reported data by the Trussell Trust within the UK (Trussell Trust being the largest food bank accumulator within the UK). Displayed were the main reasons as to why the visiting of food banks, including repeated visits by societal households (another example of societies of families coming and developing together) (Thomspon, et al., 2018)


As we analyse, the circulation of food banks within societies, specifically poorer considered communities, these food banks are specifically run by organisations. However, individuals within the communities can take the time to take part within the volunteer scheme as part of the food bank. In connection to this volunteer system, the forming of relationships become created. To support this, for example, individuals living alone within their household could take part within the volunteer scheme to build bridges and relationships within their current societal environments. Friendships as a result can be conducted and created, which in turn betters mental, physical, emotional health and perhaps break down any barriers an individual may have when building social bridges between other individuals. 


Within society, we can also consider the Welfare Dependency. Defined as a state where an individual or a full household becomes reliant upon the welfare benefits available and provided from the government to provide support with their income situation for a specific prolonged period. As we address poverties and inequalities within Britain, considered to be one of the wealthiest countries in the world, it is common knowledge that millions of children and adults are living through poverties. As we look back to the year 2010, income poverties and inequalities remained a major issue within the UK. We defined severe poverty as the following – a household receiving an income of lower than 40% of the stated median household income. In addition to this, relative poverties, defined as a household receiving a lower income of 60% in connection to the median household. The development of a low income can not only result within the lower living standards, can however also affect an individual’s chances and opportunities within their lifetime.  (Government, 2012)



Basic ties included within families are at the core of our society. The family we as individuals reside within the government build policies in connection to welfare, educations, and care. However, as a factor, Thatcher argued in which families are deemed as being central to the civilized values within the social welfares. As we know, Thatcher famously quoted “There is no such thing as society: there are only individuals, and families. This quote specifically asserted the primacy of the familial ties and the included roles of the families. Thatcher believed this was specifically more necessary than the broader society meeting the expected needs. Thatcher proposed that the stronger families are considered the bedrock for the social cohesions and stabilities, as she quoted:

[bookmark: _Hlk60586585]“we must strengthen the family. Unless we do so, we will be faced with heart-rending social problems which no government could possibly cure or perhaps even cope with.” (quoted in Wicks 1991)


The Thatcher / Major era became characterized by the rapid developmental work and the familial changes which developed through the new social movements – including feminisms – which as a result challenged the perceptions of the traditional family forms. (Pascall, 1997)


Therefore, as we analyse the included research in regards to Welfare Dependency, we have learnt that individuals residing alone or families living within household, those who are receiving a lower wage than a certain percentage become highly dependable upon governments to fund the way in which they live their daily lives. The addressing of the developmental poverties and inequalities within Britain, was deemed as unbelievable, as Britain were one of the wealthiest countries in the world. However, contradicting this, is it common and known knowledge that children and adults are residing through developing poverties. As we supported this information with statistics from the same corresponding year, we then learnt that income poverties became to develop as a major issue within the UK. 




As we learnt from the Child Poverty in the UK report 2010, the aim was to lower child by 1.7 million by 2010 / 11, however this was not achieved and was lowered to 2.3 million children experiencing child poverty. Child poverty within workless households also became a factor. The reduction of children living with a workless residency was however achieved by 2010 / 11. (Education, 2012) 


As we briefly analyse the proposed information, we have learnt that Thatcher, was more specifically focused upon the building of relationships for stronger families rather than the building of a stronger society, as she quoted that she believes society does not exist, only the families and the men and women exist. Considered within were the families and the abilities they have when residing within a government which as a factor allowed them to build and propose policies in connection to welfare, educations, and care. Thatcher, argued however, that the included families are deemed as being of central importance for the civilized values in connection to and within the social welfares. As we have discovered, Thatcher’s famous quote was asserted to the primacy of familial ties and the included roles of the families. The beliefs of Thatcher connected to the specifics of the more necessary factors rather than broader societies meeting expected social needs. And lastly, as Thatcher believed that the stronger families were to be considered bedrocks of social cohesions and stabilities which was confidently supported by the following quote:

“we must strengthen the family. Unless we do so, we will be faced with heart-rending social problems which no government could possibly cure or perhaps even cope with.” (quoted in Wicks 1991)


Therefore, in conclusion, we have discovered that society does exist depending on one’s persuasion and opinion. Society to one individual can mean on the one hand the people we live with and are familiar and close with. However, on the other hand society to another can simply be the co-workers they work with within their job rather than the individuals they live with within their living society. discovered also was clear information that society exist in the form of community spirit, as emphasized with the circulating of foods banks being maintained within societies to support families struggling with food provisions. And on the other hand, as we consider Thatcher’s beliefs, we have significant information that it is simply in some society’s individuals i.e. men and women and their families which exist and are not remotely considered to be a society. discovered also through the course of this assignment, is that society has different descriptions, explanations and meanings also depending on one’s personal persuasions. Individual read different meanings of society from various sources, and then to their liking chose the best description of the term they think best befits them. Social relations are deemed paramount for the development of individuals mentally, socially, emotionally, and physically. We also took into consideration the welfare dependency factor which can develop within societies, resulting in financial governmental support for proposed families who are struggling significantly. For example, the developmental use of usages, procedures, authorities and mutual aids which can be provided for individuals struggling in whatever factor within societies. Therefore, as we are now aware, there is evidence and support out there to support and contradict Thatcher’s beliefs of the fact that society does and does not exist.
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