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Introduction
This report seeks to give a comprehensive analysis of the impact of Colonialism on Literature in the Caribbean. It will seek to say how much influence the period of colonialism had on the way Caribbean writers wrote and how they subsequently expressed themselves in the varying literary works put out. I will attempt to postulate on how I feel about colonialism’s impact on literature in the Caribbean.



What is Colonialism and Imperialism?
Colonialism, according to Erik Blakemore in an article on the National Geographic website is defined as control by one power over a dependant area or people. He further stated that it occurs when one nation subjugates another, conquering its population and exploiting it, often while forcing its language and cultural values upon its people.
Many historians have linked colonialism and imperialism when talking about the influence the Europeans had on the West Indies and other colonies. According to the Stanford Encyclopaedia of Philosophy, “Like colonialism, imperialism also involves political and economic control over a dependent territory. The etymology of the two terms, however, provides some clues about how they differ. The term colony comes from the Latin word colonus, meaning farmer. This root reminds us that the practice of colonialism usually involved the transfer of population to a new territory, where the arrivals lived as permanent settlers while maintaining political allegiance to their country of origin. Imperialism, on the other hand, comes from the Latin term imperium, meaning to command. Thus, the term imperialism draws attention to the way that one country exercises power over another, whether through settlement, sovereignty, or indirect mechanisms of control.”
If we are being factual and real, colonialism is the period in history when the Europeans came to the West Indies and took control of the indigenous people and enslaved them as well as brought slaves across the Atlantic to the West Indies. When the Europeans came, they raped the West Indies of what was theirs and implanted themselves as owners and taking what was indigenous and almost wiping it out. 








The impact of Colonialism on the Caribbean
Colonialism’s impact could be seen with the Garifuna on the island of St Vincent, Joseph Chatoyer fought to defend his people when the British tried to colonise the island. The British used many methods to get the Caribs to go along with what they were trying to do on the island. They even tried to broker a deal with Chatoyer and his men in 1773, to try and quell the uprisings that were taking place. Unfortunately, Chatoyer lost the battle with the British and most of the Garifuna were exiled to the islands of Guatemala, Belize and Honduras.
Exploration of territories started with the Portuguese and then the Spanish wanted in on what they saw their neighbours getting, with the coming of Christopher Columbus to the Americas. The Spanish weren’t the only ones wanting their share of the Americas; the English, Dutch and French also made their journeys to the Americas. In many instances the French and English fought against the Spanish for the different territories. As a result of the mixture of colonisers many islands have a mix of French, Spanish, Dutch and English names as well as the language that is spoken there is sometimes a derivative of the country language that finally colonised them; like Haiti, St Lucia and Dominica as they all speak a French Creole.
As a result of the colonisation of the Americas and other parts of the world by the Europeans, significant development took place in the colonies. The colonisers introduced decent medical care, built infrastructure namely roads, houses, schools and industry. The most notable industry being the sugar cane industry, which was the main income earner for the Americas for a very long time. Sugar cane was not the only industry introduced in the Caribbean; there was the coffee and cocoa as well as the banana and arrowroot production.



Colonialism’s impact on Literature in the Caribbean
Literature as we know it was born out of colonialism as the colonisers used literacy to keep the slaves enslaved as well as introduced it to them when they were finally free from slavery; yes, it’s ironic that the very thing they used to keep them enslaved is one of the very things they used to let them know that they were now free.
The impact of the colonisers on literature first started when they started writing about the slave trade and what was happening in the colonies. When they started writing they wrote from their perspective and made it seem as though the indigenous and enslaved did not have a voice. It also came across as if slavery was something good for the colonies until the colonised started writing about their experiences and then there became a sort of comparative writing from the view of the black historians.
Many Historians: in the Caribbean in particular, are of the opinion that the history that was sold to us by the Europeans is inaccurate and so to give the story from our side have set out to write many books to that regard. Historians, such as C.L.R James, was one of the many Caribbean writers who helped shape the way History is being taught in the Caribbean with his books like “The Black Jacobins”. The Black Jacobins speaks about Toussaint L’Overture and the Haitian Revolution and was one of his many books depicting life in the Caribbean during and after slavery.
Literature has been influenced by colonialism and post colonialism in both negative and positive ways. According to Antoinette Regulus most societies are influenced and somehow affected by colonialism. Such things affected were the literature, family structure as well as the governance.
Literature was so influenced as can be evidenced in the writings of William Shakespeare and Jane Austen. Shakespeare and Austen wrote in the old English, and they spoke of the era when the British were out colonising the Americas. Avid readers who have a liking for the romance genre would have come across one or more Historical Romance novels. These Historical romance novels became so popular that up to today they are a very well sought-after genre of fiction.
Literature must not only be subjected to the talking of the novels, films and poetry that were written during colonialism and post colonialism, as literature also refers to the colonisers forcing their language on the natives in the colonies that they enslaved and took over. Much of the indigenous people’s language is hardly spoken or written anymore as very few carried on the speaking of such after the invasion of the French, Spanish, English and Dutch. As was stated before some countries mixed languages because of the battles between the Europeans on their islands.
There are many books that could be used as evidence of the impact that Colonialism had on literature in the Caribbean as well as the influence of post-colonialism. In many of these books like White teeth by Zadie Smith, men and women are portrayed in certain ways. They women are seen as dedicated housewives and the men are the main bread winners. Women are submissive to their men, and it is seen as rude and loud if they speak against what the males are saying.
A lot of the Caribbean homes are heavily influenced by the way things were done immediately following colonialism. Women, as stated before are seen as the main builders of the family structure while the men go out and earn a living to take care of said family. Families are patterned off the way they saw the plantation masters running their families. During colonialism only the whites and a few of the mulattoes were allowed to go get an education. As a result of this the blacks and indigenous people see education to get out of poverty and have since been trying to ensure that their children always got a decent education to uplift themselves and not stay in poverty. The jobs they push their children to get are the doctors, lawyers and such because there are jobs that some considered not good enough for their children.
I believe many of the literary works put out by Caribbean authors are a direct reflection of how the said authors viewed life in the Caribbean and did it so that they could give a voice to the forgotten Caribbean people. V S Naipaul in his “A House for Mr Biswas” spoke of how a poor Indian in Trinidad eventually married into a rich family in Trinidad but lived unhappily with them in the family home and then set a goal for himself to get his own house for him and his family. Mr Bis was eventually got the house, but it wasn’t much of a house as it was not fit for living. He eventually lost his job and died of a heart attack. Trinidad is still viewed this way today with the way the Indians live. Families live together in one household even if they marry, their spouses must move into the family home with them.
I say all this to say that colonialism’s strong influence on literature in the Caribbean is good in that Caribbean writers are able to show the world life from their point of view as well as share things that would never have been shared otherwise. 
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