12



Birmingham Commonwealth (2022) Games Reflection


Student’s Name :Laura Bolca
Module LCBB4002 
Assessment 2
Community Engagement 








Contents
Introduction	2
Project’s Highlights	2
Impacts of the Project on the Locals	4
Project’s Terms on Youth Development	6
Economic Growth and Infrastructural Development	7
Conclusion	8
References	10














Birmingham Commonwealth (2022) Games’ Reflection
[bookmark: _Toc125714146]Introduction
Over the years, major sporting events, such as the famous Fifa Men's football world Cup and the renowned annual Commonwealth athletic Games, have been perceived as instruments for driving redevelopment in disadvantaged metropolitan regions plagued by post-industrial ruin. The argument over event-led restoration is also inextricably tied to debates about public-private partnerships, the relationship between institutional framework and legislative success, and, more broadly, regional administration and industrialization (Chen et al., 2022). As a result, the pressures launched by technological advancement and global transformation have combined to cause fundamental changes in economies, towns, and regions that have historically been dependent on production. 
These regions have struggled, in particular, to recover from the consequences of factory closures during the last thirty years. Additionally, the effects of these factors have been felt unequally throughout the United Kingdom, with South-East, London, and Bristol benefiting in general. This reflection will overview how the 2022 Commonwealth Olympics impacted the Birmingham community and its sustainable economic growth over time.
[bookmark: _Toc125714147]Project’s Highlights
The overhyped 2022 Commonwealth Games, formally known as the XXII Commonwealth Games and colloquially known as Birmingham 2022, were an international multi-sport tournament held between July 28th and August 8th in Birmingham City in, England (Chen et al., 2022). It was the final time the Games were hosted under Queen Elizabeth II before she passed on September 8th the same year, precisely one month after the completion of the Games. 
The United Kingdom and the Commonwealth have been commemorating a momentous year with a series of events, including the Birmingham Games. People and towns across the United Kingdom, the Commonwealth, and even farther afield came together in June to commemorate this historic milestone, which marked Her Majesty The Queen's seventy years of service. The festivities were held in honour of The Queen's Platinum Jubilee (Cole & Barras, 2022). Events were held up to May 2022 during Coventry's year in the limelight as the United Kingdom City of Culture 2021.
In the general Commonwealth meeting on December 21st in, 2017, Birmingham City was selected as the preferred host city for the 2022 games. It was the seventh Commonwealth Games to be held in the United Kingdom, with the previous events being held in Scotland and Wales (Cole & Barras, 2022). The Games signified England's third time hosting the Commonwealth Games, following London in 1934 and Manchester in 2002.
The athletic competition consisted of nineteen sports and a total of two hundred and eighty medal events. Forty-four medal events were spread over eight different para-sports within the two-hundred and eighty medal events. This was the largest para-sport program in the history of the Commonwealth Games (James, 2022). At any international multi-sporting event, this was the first time that there were more medal events reserved for women (one hundred and thirty-six events) than for males (one hundred and thirty-four events).
The Games were the biggest ever staged, with participants from seventy-two different countries and ticket sales topping to more than one million three hundred thousand. It was also the first event to include more competitions for women than men and the first integrated tournament in which the para competition took place simultaneously (Lyons, 2022). In conjunction with the Olympic Games, the West Midlands hosted a cultural festival and various trade events during this time. In addition, there was a competition for athletics.
The UNBOXED, Creativity in the United Kingdom, the BBC's centennial, and the Edinburgh Festivals' seventieth anniversary will continue to host cultural activities throughout the year. The year 2022 is a one-of-a-kind chance to highlight all that makes our country special by showcasing the fantastically varied culture, creativity, and common heritage of the United Kingdom.
[bookmark: _Toc125714148]Impacts of the Project on the Locals
Diversity is one of the wonderful features that Birmingham City has. Many people living in the West Midlands were born in countries that are not part of the Commonwealth, and the City alone is home to more than one hundred and eighty distinct nationalities. Moreover, Birmingham is the youngest City in Europe, which is reflective of the general youthful population of the Commonwealth (Lyons, 2022). This variety was promoted by Birmingham 2022, which also took advantage of the Games to bring people together for a worldwide celebration of commerce, culture, and athletic competition.
In order to ensure that all sixty-nine council wards could embrace and label the Games, significantly boost local level involvement, and commemorate Birmingham's local multifaceted history and links to the Commonwealth, Birmingham City Council invested six million pounds in the Commonwealth Games Community Fund, which included a two million pounds in the 'Celebrating Communities' plan (Lyons, 2022). This was done by investing in the Commonwealth Games Community Fund. Celebrations took place in picnics, street parties, and other communal gatherings.
As a part of this, and in order to make sure that everyone could access even these developments, the Birmingham City Council collaborated with over four hundred and twenty-five organizations in the process of planning and delivering these initiatives in order to make sure that they were reflective of the communities that they were aimed at (McCabe, 2022). The City has seen the commissioning of four hundred and ninety-three different projects thanks to this initiative.
The economic impact of hosting the Commonwealth Games may be felt many years after the event. In addition to bringing an extra four thousand two hundred and fifty-six employment opportunities to Birmingham in the past years, even before the games started, it is evident that close to nine-hundred and fifty jobs have remained permanently available annually even after the end of the games (McCabe, 2022). Moreover, the tourism surge in the City within the tournament period saw an increase in the hotel and tourism industry in the region, with most locals engaging in quick food businesses. The general infrastructure of the City also saw a great improvement as opposed to the initial face of the City.
The Commonwealth Games was one of the largest events ever hosted in Birmingham and included an apprenticeship program in addition to offering possibilities for up to twelve thousand five hundred trained volunteers (James, 2022). The large workforce supporting the Games indicates its importance to the City, as is the potential it has to maximize long-term economic benefits, generate new bilateral trade agreements, and assist local companies competing for chances in the supply chain.
[bookmark: _Toc125714149]Project’s Terms on Youth Development
Birmingham 2022 is celebrating the introduction of its Youth Program, which aims to establish paths that bring young people closer to the Games and help them feel like they are a part of this once-in-a-lifetime commemoration of sport and culture (McCabe, 2022). The organization aims to reach one million youngsters and adolescents across the West Midlands and Birmingham.
The Bring the Power initiative empowers young people by providing them with a voice, assisting them in making a change for the better, and preparing them to face life's difficulties. Currently, an event held at the Lighthouse youth centre, Birmingham 2022, honoured young people. Attendees had the opportunity to test their skills in a variety of new sports, such as basketball, 3x3 wheelchair, 3x3 basketball, and table tennis, 3x3 basketball, as well as participate in a variety of creative activities (Révauger, 2022). The Birmingham Youth Program and the Birmingham Local Authority implemented the program.
The Organizing Committee of the Commonwealth Games has provided 'Bring the Power', a youth learning and engagement campaign which has greatly inspired a new generation of young people in Birmingham. The program will be delivered inside the City, and Birmingham City Council contributed five hundred thousand pounds to its development (Révauger, 2022). Beyond Birmingham, "Bring the Power" has also kicked off a nationwide campaign, which gives schools all across England a chance to be inspired and feel linked to the Games via the use of a vast array of materials, including teaching materials, Games-themed presentations, workshops, and more.
Young people from all over the Commonwealth have been allowed to gain knowledge from one another through the use of athletics, the arts, and cultural practices thanks to a program called Commonwealth Connections, which is funded jointly by the Organizing Committee and the British Council. As a result of this program, sixty schools in the West Midlands have been paired with schools located throughout the Commonwealth (Révauger, 2022). The paired schools will use activities such as art and sports to develop relationships while also gaining an understanding of the values shared across the Commonwealth.
[bookmark: _Toc125714150]Economic Growth and Infrastructural Development
The Games have had a significant long-term impact on the City's infrastructural impressions. In addition to creating more than forty thousand permanent jobs and opportunities for community work, an investment of thirty-eight million pounds has been made to assist individuals who need assistance in getting physically active (Ruyter et al., 2021). The identity of the City and the region as a preferred destination which the Commonwealth Games framework helped to create, has been aided by additional government investment of twenty-one million pounds, which will help cement the portfolio over the coming years.
The residents of Birmingham and the West Midlands have had a permanent physical legacy to credit the Games for leaving behind. Sandwell now boasts a brand-new aquatics centre thanks to the Games. This facility has become a cutting-edge community leisure centre for the surrounding area residents beginning in the spring and the coming years (Ruyter et al., 2021). Following the conclusion of the Games, Alexander Stadium will be permanently expanded to accommodate Eighteen thousand spectators, transforming it into a world-class athletics facility. In addition, investments made into Cannock Chase have resulted in the creation of a new mountain biking trail known as Perry's Trail, which is of a world-class standard and will be open to the general public long after the conclusion of the Games (Ruyter et al., 2021). In addition, a groundbreaking bike play facility geared toward young children and families has also been constructed.
These venues that harboured the events continue to serve as community and elite sports facilities. They were designed, constructed, and renovated with accessibility in mind so everyone could enjoy them. Birmingham has undoubtedly seen a vivacious metamorphosis (Ruyter et al., 2021). Stroll around the city centre, and it is difficult to miss Perry, the 2022 Games mascot named after Perry Barr, the site of the City's sports stadium, or its rainbow-themed splashes adorning buildings like Victoria Square and the Town Hall. 
The West Midlands and the United Kingdom have benefited from the enhancements, which have made it easier to attract more important events in the years to come. Birmingham has been reinvented as the event was planned, organized, and carried out in five years. More than one million athletics lovers worldwide booked the games tickets and venues across the City for eleven days of contests, providing a vibrant atmosphere for the athletes (Surplice, 2022). For twelve consecutive sessions of athletic competition, the spectacular Alexander Stadium was packed to capacity with spectators, with thirty thousand of them filling the stands.
[bookmark: _Toc125714151]Conclusion
In summary, the Commonwealth 2022 Games in Birmingham was a major uniting factor amidst racial conflicts, the Covid-19 pandemic and the great Russia-Ukraine war. The accomplishments of Birmingham 2022 are in large part due to the tens of thousands of individuals, including local workers, volunteers, spectators, sponsors and partners. As for its impacts on the region, everyone will be talking about the impact of the Games obviously in the years to come, and although Smethwick will experience a private label swimming pool and leisure centre for years to come, and the sustainability of the Smithfield site in the city centre is presently up for debate, Birmingham is relying on a heritage that benefits its inhabitants in far more significant ways than that (Surplice, 2022). The Commonwealth 2022 Games in Birmingham was the first time in history that more medals have been granted to women athletes than male athletes and one of the biggest ever comprehensive para programmes with the most financially viable Commonwealth Games that have ever been hosted. Since the beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic, it was also the first time a significant multi-sport event was held in a full house in the stadiums and arenas attended. 
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