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Critically evaluate the forces and concepts that shape our perception of landscape.

In your discussion you should consider the following:
· What landscape means to the people who interact with it, including what variables, both internal and external to the individual or group affect this interaction.  
· You should also draw from your own perceptions – why, if at all, does landscape matter to you?
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Landscapes consist of man-made, natural and physical geographic features, that can change naturally or because of human interaction. Landscapes have characteristics which are cultural, historical and natural (Rutledge, 2011).  

Landscapes can be described in a variety of ways. There are natural landscapes which can be described as a collection of landforms such as vegetation, mountains, water, soils or cliffs. This is where the land has formed naturally without human interaction (Ulrich, 1993; Atkins, 1998).  Cultural landscapes can be described as a landscape which has been modified or interacted with by people. These landscapes can range from farmland to cityscapes. Modifications could include structures and buildings, types of plants grown, or the variety of animals that have been introduced to a landscape for different uses, for example agricultural or recreational uses (Rutledge, 2011; Atkins, 1998). UNESCO (No Date) explains how cultural landscapes fall into three main categories. The first category is a landscape intentionally created and designed by humans, such as parks and gardens which are created for aesthetic purposes. These landscapes can sometimes be associated with religion, history or heritage. The second category is an organically evolved landscape which has developed its physical characteristics based on the economic, spiritual and cultural significance of that area. The third category is much like an organically evolved landscape, however the physical historical evidence of human use may be missing. This type of landscape is associated by the culture, economy and spiritual features of the people that live in that area (Rutledge, 2011; UNESCO, No Date; Taylor, 2011). Jones (1991) explains how cultural landscape is an abstract concept rather than a single type of landscape.

How we view landscapes has changed and evolved through history. When looking at landscapes in the early 18th century, mountains were perceived as fierce or sinister and only a few brave people climbed them. People viewed wilderness as a threat to their livelihoods and a habitat for demons (Flemming, 2004; Tuan, 1974). In the Romantic movement these mountains and wild spaces were thought of as beautiful and emphasised emotions of joy and freedom. Writers such as William Wordsworth inspired the appreciation of nature and wild spaces through poetry and people now had a desire to visit these types of landscapes. Wordsworth claimed that the Lake District was a ‘national property’ and that everyone should have the right to enjoy it (NationalParks.uk, No Date). Wordsworth was responsible for developing people’s appreciation of the Lake District in England through poetry and this led to an increase in tourism to this area. (Jones, 1991; Aitchison, 2000). Urry (1995) explains that the artists and poets of the Romantic movement transformed the Lake District into an aesthetically pleasing view that attracted tourists. Only the wealthy and educated people of this time were able to travel comfortably, however, the mid-nineteenth century was the start of the transport revolution and this brought down the cost of travel and allowed more people form industrial cities to travel to remote places (Aitchison, 2000; Hey, 2011). As people were viewing natural landscapes with a more positive outlook, naturalist scientists came to the realisation that the Industrial Revolution was causing devastating effects on the environment and this started the first legislation around the conservation of nature and landscapes (Antrop, 2005).

During the twentieth century just before the Second World War it was recognised that parks and open wild spaces were needed for health and well-being, especially for the factory workers in poor urban areas. With towns and cities growing, due to industrialisation, people longed for open spaces and the feeling of freedom that comes with the great outdoors.  There was a fight to allow the public to access these spaces without being charged for trespassing and a conflict began between landowners and public interest groups. This began as long ago as 1884 when an attempt was made to bring in the first parliamentary bill for the right to roam, however, it was unsuccessful (Environmentandsociety, No Date; Ramblers, No Date). In 1932 there was a mass trespass on Kinder Scout and six people were sent to jail for leading the event and even though this brought the right to roam act to the public eye, it did not lead to a successful conclusion for people to gain the right to roam (Hey, 2011). 

In 1939 the Access to Mountains act caused a major setback and this act made trespassing on mountains and moorland a criminal offence, although this act was repealed ten years later (Sheail, 2010; Ramblers, No Date). Groups such as the Ramblers Association and the campaign for the protection of rural Wales put pressure on the government to fight for national parks and in 1949 the National Parks and Access to Countryside Act came into place. This act recognised national parks and the importance of preserving and protecting these landscapes while also providing the public with recreational opportunities (Nationalparks.uk, No date). However, It was not until the year 2000 that the Countryside and Rights of Way Act came into place, which allowed access to countryside that was not a national park. It was recognised that recreation in the outdoors was not only beneficial to physical health, but also to improve mental well-being and to provide an escape from urban lifestyles (Aitchison, 2000). 

Tourism can change a landscape and Liu et al (1987) discusses how the tourism industry relies heavily on the attraction of place and that people will visit a place for its landscape. Features of landscapes are different and provide an escape from the tourists’ everyday life (Urry, 1995). An example of this is the small fishing town of Tenby. The town is full of history and the town walls and gatehouse built by the Normans can still be seen today. The harbour was developed around 1328 and it quickly became an important town for trade. However, in the 17th century, plague and war badly damaged the town and it was well over a hundred years later that the Victorians era evolved the town into a seaside resort. Wealthy Victorians were attracted to the benefits of the coast, where they would be encouraged to take walks on the picturesque beaches, bathe in seawater baths and even drink seawater in the thought that it would cure or prevent them from disease. The town’s landscape developed more housing and facilities which led to Tenby becoming a tourist hot spot (Tuan, 1974; DiscoverBritain, No Date). 

Tourist hot spots such as Tenby change with the seasons, the physical landscape changes in colour and weather as it transforms from summer to winter. As well as the physical landscape changes so does the residents and tourists perceptions of the town’s landscape. The population increases in the summer, the beaches, shops and cafes are full and more outdoor recreational activities take place. The winter brings longer nights and it is calm from the hustle and bustle of the tourists and the town is mostly left to the residents. Depending on which country you are in seasons mean different things. For example, in Estonia they wish for heavy snow fall in November as the snow covers the mud and reflects more light which makes the long dark months easier to cope with. A skiing enthusiast will go to snow locations in winter months, however, a mountain biker may travel to the same location but in the summer months. Seasons attract different people depending on their personal preferences (Terkenli, 2005; Palang, 2005).




People perceive landscapes differently and they can develop a sense of place which is individual to the person and the landscape. Developing a sense of place means forming a relationship, a deep connection and a sense of belonging with the environments they encounter. People may feel connected to the culture or heritage of the place, or the memories they collect in a place. They may have emotional ties or use a particular area for their favourite recreational activities (Kudryavtsev, 2012; Soini, 2012; Harrison, 2010). Taylor (2011) describes how cultural landscapes provide people with a sense of identity and belonging.  One might be attached to a place because of their religion or the community that has formed in a place. The concept of sense of place can be used to examine people’s feelings and emotions towards nature and the environment. This can be used to promote sustainability, because if people have a connection with a place they may feel more inclined to want to protect it (Hill, 2014). 

With the mass expansion of urban lifestyles it is important to discuss people’s relationship with nature. The term biophilia explains that until now humans have lived and evolved amongst the natural environment and that humans are instinctively drawn to plants and other living things. Affiliation with nature is innate rather than it being a trait that humans acquired (Born, 2001; Zelenski, 2014; Simaika, 2010; Beatley, 2009). Research has shown that having contact with nature can help with health and well-being, and being exposed to natural environments has been proven to speed up the recovery of illness or surgery (Bryne, 2010; Grinde, 2009). 

Topophilia is an expansion on biophilia and is also used to describe a strong sense of place, connectedness and belonging, whilst including the affiliation of nature-based and non-living aspects of the landscape. This includes a strong social and cultural identity and attachment to the community of the landscape (Tuan, 1974; Beery, 2015; Stedman, 2014). Both biophilia and topophilia can be used to encourage sustainable development of multifunctional landscapes. The understanding of human interaction and affiliation with nature and non-human aspects of place can be used to engage people in the care and protection of the places they have a deep connection to (Hill, 2014; Beery, 2015; Stedman, 2014).

As the world’s population increases there has been an increase in environmental and climate threats and so it is important to discuss landscape and sustainable development. Sustainable development means developing a world that can meet the needs of the current population without causing harm to natural resources or damaging the lives of future generations (Emas, 2015; Waas, 2010). The way in which we interact with our landscape is having devastating effects. Population growth comes with a growth in consumption and this means more food, water and shelter is needed. Forests are cut down to make way for agricultural land, the natural landscape is being carved out for more housing, and more fossil fuels are being burnt to provide homes with heating and electricity. Our water and soils are being polluted. There are also more floods and forest fires occurring and the temperature of the earth is rising (Brundtland, 1987).
Sustainable development is crucial to saving the planet and maintaining biodiversity and natural resources with a growing population. It has been recognised for hundreds of years that the way in which we live is unsustainable, in 1713 Carlowitz argued that there must be a balance in the amount of timber we use and how fast the timber grows in order for continuous use (Keiner, 2005). In 1972 Sweden held the first conference exclusively regarding environmental issues, In 1983 the World Commission on Environment and Development was created and produced the Brundtland report ‘Our Common Future’ and here the concept of sustainable development was born (Paul, 2008). 
Currently we have the Paris Agreement; this is a legally binding international treaty on climate change and to limit the global temperature rise to 2 degrees Celsius, with aims to increase the ability of countries to deal with climate change.  Participating countries will have to communicate actions they will take to reduce greenhouse gas emissions (United Nations, 2020). Some countries have been meeting their Paris agreement targets, for example, in 2018 Costa Rica generated 98% of its electricity from renewable sources. However, the USA climate targets have been categorised as ‘critically insufficient’ which is the lowest ranked by the Climate Action Tracker can give (Mulvany, 2019). This may be because of how the country (USA) perceive climate change and how it effects their landscape, having President Trump in power led to America’s withdrawal from the Paris Climate Agreement and nominating people who are in denial of climate change, this would have influenced the perceptions and views for many of Trumps supporters (Selby, 2019; Goldstein, 2018). 
In order to achieve sustainable development there must be environmental, social and economic sustainability. To be environmentally sustainable there must be protection for our natural resources and landscapes. Contributing factors toward environmental sustainability  are investments into renewable energies such as wind, solar or tidal. Water saving strategies as well as clearing water and air from pollutants. We need to reduce our plastic waste and find alternative materials. In order to maintain the biodiversity of the planet there must be nature conservation plans, and protect areas of land and sea such as national parks or sites of special scientific interest (IUCN, 1980; Arora, 2018).
Social Sustainability is fostering the development of communities, people and cultures that are placed within landscapes. This ensures that everyone can have a better quality of life by making sure communities have good education systems, high employment and access to health care, as well as eradicating racism and poverty and ensuring equality (Vallance, 2011; Brundtland, 1987). Lastly economic sustainability focuses on equal economic growth that does not harm the environment and generates income for all people (Spangenburg, 2005).  
I am extremely privileged to have grown up in a rural landscape in a national park, I am surrounded by coastal and woodland landscapes in which I have developed a deep sense of place; it is where I call home. When I visit an urban landscape such as a city I feel excitement and curiosity as the landscape is vastly different from the rural countryside of Pembrokeshire. The city feels and looks industrial and mechanical, which although I find beautiful, is also a little intimidating and claustrophobic, and as much as I enjoy a short visit to a city I am excited to get back home where I can see vast amounts of green space. Nonetheless, I recognise the importance of cities and industrial landscapes and that for someone who has grown up in a city they may perceive the landscape differently. Overall I have strong feelings towards the importance of protecting our landscapes whether that be rural or urban.


I recognise that climate change is drastically changing our landscapes through frequent flooding, forest fires, air and water pollutions and I have witnessed this first hand. I had a lifelong dream to dive amongst the colourful coral reefs and whilst on a conservation project in the Maldives I finally had the opportunity to achieve my dream. However, I was greeted with disappointment and anger as I realised the once colourful reef had been a victim of coral bleaching. The leading cause of coral bleaching is the temperature of the earth rising and this underwater landscape may never recover unless we actively tackle climate change (Reaser, 2000). From my life experiences I will always perceive landscapes with a sustainable approach and would hope that future generations will have the same opportunity to view the natural and cultural landscapes before climate change can destroy them.
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