[bookmark: _GoBack]Tintern Abbey is a Cistercian abbey initially founded 1131, by Walter de Clare, “the grandson of Walter Fitzosbert, Earl of Ew”[footnoteRef:1] gifted the land by the Conqueror of Wales. With some believed descendants of renown being latter buried at Tintern abbey, such as “Richard de Clare or Stronbow, Known to history as the conqueror of Ireland in the reign of Henry II”[footnoteRef:2]. While the passage of time isn’t kind, Tintern Abbey while not like the great Cistercian abbey churches at Fountains and Rievaulx, its completeness makes it impressive. Tintern in her ruined glory is “typical of all that is beautiful and picturesque in the ruined abbeys of England.”[footnoteRef:3]  [1:  Abbot Gasquet, The Greater Abbeys of England, (London, Chatto and Windus,1908) pg. 190.]  [2:  Ibid pg. 190.]  [3:  Ibid pg. 190.] 

[image: http://www.petitciteaux.com/vca/12th_files/droppedImage_1.jpg]What is important about the De Clare family and their connections to Tintern Abbey is that, through numerous campaigns in Ireland, the De Clare family established another Tintern Abbey in the County Wexford.[footnoteRef:4] With monks coming from its motherhouse in wales to colonise its Irish sister, a distinction of “Tintern Major” for the motherhouse in wales, and “Tintern de Voto” meaning “Tintern of the Vow”, concerning Marshall’s[footnoteRef:5] vow “to build an abbey wherever his boat came ashore.”[footnoteRef:6] The whole tree and dated can be seen in this family tree, from L’Aumone ou Petit Citeaux 1121 to Tintern Parva s.minor 120. [4:  Margaret Greenwood, Mark Connolly, The Rough Guide to Ireland, (London, Rough Guides, 2003) pg. 270.]  [5:  William Marshall was the Earl of Pembroke during the construction of Tintern, both Ireland and Wales. ]  [6:  Greenwood and Connolly, The Rough Guide to Ireland, pg. 270.] 



















Tintern Abbey Family Tree[footnoteRef:7]. [7:  Founding of the Abbey in the 12th Century, [Family Tree] <http://www.petitciteaux.com/vca/12th.html> [Accessed: 29 February 2020]] 


Tintern was built upon a flat landscape, encircled by wooded hills breached by the river Wye allowing an easily accessible water supply on the welsh bank. Located on the border with England, becoming a known location to traverse for the romantics. Metaphorically isolated, being a respite away from any turbulent welsh monasteries that were stricken hard by welsh uprisings[footnoteRef:8] and English tyranny, being a “desert” of their creation, for the Cistercians “chose solitary places, and practised an exceedingly rigorous discipline”.[footnoteRef:9] The first Cistercian foundation in Wales, and second in all of Britain after Waverly. The land was not abandoned and for the 400 years of Tintern they were supported by local farmsteads, breaching ‘Laborare est orare’ – ‘To work is to pray’). [8:  David Simpkin, The English Aristocracy at War: From the Welsh Wars of Edward I to the Battle of Bannockburn, (Suffolk, Boydell Press, 2008).]  [9:  BLASHILL Thomas, ‘TINTERN ABBEY’. Archaeologia cambrensis, 3(12), (1886) 241-252.] 


Tintern was the daughter of L'Aumône Abbey, originating from France a descendant of the Citeaux order, which can be seen in the map below. The monks who colonised Tintern came from the “abbey of Aumone, in the diocese of Chartres.”  With the successful growth of the abbey established only 10 years prior, allowing the populating of Tintern, who were happy to live in the early wooden constructions at Tintern. A clear example of the rapid growth of the “Cistercian movement in the first half-century of its existence”[footnoteRef:10] Which was an issue and addressed at the General Chapter of the Order. Tintern’s first Abbot was a reformed robber, renowned for his “profusion of tears at the altar.”[footnoteRef:11]  [10:  Abbot Gasquet, The Greater Abbeys of England, pg. 191.]  [11:  The Heads of Religious Houses in England and Wales, I, 940-1216, ed. D. Knowles, C. Brooke and V. London (London, 1972; 2001) pg. 145.] 

[image: http://www.petitciteaux.com/vca/12th_files/droppedImage_3.jpg] 











Map of locations of Cistercian abbeys in Britain, Berry and England from Little Citeaux[footnoteRef:12]. [12:  Founding of the Abbey in the 12th Century, [Map] <http://www.petitciteaux.com/vca/12th.html> [Accessed: 29 February 2020]] 





The interior and exterior art style of Tintern abbey is transitional due to the long period necessary for the construction of an abbey from 1131 to its completion in 1287, a total of 156 years later, with it being almost completely rebuilt during the thirteenth century by Roger Bigod All of this can be seen in the ground plan, demonstrating the expansion of the order in terms of physical structure over the centuries. In the ground-plan we see the usage of excess wealth for the betterment of the sick and infirm, this being the construction of an additional kitchen, necessary because of their need for meat which is prohibited under the monk’s Rule. Her ruins today still have on the “east end a great two light window 64 feet high”, with modern scholars wondering at the beautiful glass that would’ve stood within, another breach of the Rule. Also, for Gilpin the “window, with its one tall mullion ramifying at the top and leaving the large open spaces beneath to admit the distant landscape, is one chief feature of Tintern” continuing with the renowned message that Tintern was the personification of beauty. What is different about Tintern the layout, the church is to the south, with example of Fountains Abbey being how an abbey is intended to be structured, with a reason for Tintern being different linked to the location of the river Wye, easier drainage and the increasing lax nature of the Cistercian monks when it came to tradition, which grew with Tintern with the Abbot constructing personal quarters larger than necessary. The divergence of the Cistercian simplicity of design was initially present, Tintern Abbey original was the perfect personification of a Cistercian order. However, the ruins which remain today are from the thirteenth century and encapsulates the more gothic style growing rampant within the monastic orders. Tintern was decorated with coloured glass, with the coat of arms of Roger Bigod III painted into the glass in response to his work to rebuild the church, with “Tiny fragments of medieval stained glass clinging to some of the window frames” of the ruins today[footnoteRef:13]. Being more akin to that of the Cluniac and following what St Bernard saw as wrong.[footnoteRef:14] [13:  Tintern Abbey, Monmouthshire, https://www.uksouthwest.net/monmouthshire/tintern-abbey/ [Accessed 01 March 2020] ]  [14:  Berbard of Clairvaux, “Apologia”, Cistercian Sourcebook, (Lampeter: Uwtsd, 2020) pg. 60] 

  	
To conclude, Tintern Abbey remains in astonishing condition with the majority of her walls and interior intact, while roofless her beauty and wonder retained her former glory and of how it clashes with nature, clearly evident as she became the centre point of a famous poet by William Wordsworth called Lines Composed a Few Miles Above Tintern Abbey, on Revisiting the Banks of the Wye During a Tour, July 13th, 1798. Often just referred to as Tintern Abbey.[footnoteRef:15] While monks did find beauty in the simplistic life, the beauty in terms of location and architecture cannot be called anything but beautiful, being a location for romantics both medieval and modern and being the inspiration of Joseph Mallord William Turner[footnoteRef:16]. [15:  Wordsworth William, Lines Composed a Few Miles Above Tintern Abbey, on Revisiting the Banks of the Wye During a Tour, July 13th, 1798, ed. Nicolas McDowall (UK, Old Stile Press, 2002)]  [16:  Andrew Wilton, ‘Tintern Abbey: The Crossing and Chancel, Looking towards the East Window 1794 by Joseph Mallord William Turner’, catalogue entry, April 2012, https://www.tate.org.uk/art/research-publications/jmw-turner/joseph-mallord-william-turner-tintern-abbey-the-crossing-and-chancel-looking-towards-the-r1141174, (Accessed 01 March 2020.)
] 
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