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For my project I am going to be looking at wildlife as it allows me to look at a lot of different ideas in different environments.

I am learning the basics for wildlife photography such as camera setting and equipment
 this is because I want to make sure that I get the best images and that each photo is sharp to drag your focus on the photos. 

Camera settings:

· Choose aperture priority mode when photographing animals at rest or shutter priority mode for animals on the move. 

· Iso settings: choose the lowest iso setting for the environment you’re in 

· When photographing wildlife, chose a single auto focus-point. A single auto-focus point enables you to focus on the animal alone. If doing close ups on animals, make sure to focus on their eyes 

· Chose continuous drive mode this enables you to take several shots at once. Doing this allows you to take more than one image at once which can allow you to capture the movement of the animals allowing you capture the best image. 

· Mount your camera on a tripod. This ensures that you get a sharp photo. This would not be practical for animals on the move. 

This is important to know when going out to photograph wildlife because if you do not know the correct setting then it could result to you having a blurry photo or a photo that is not that focused.

I have been practicing using my camera and taking photos of birds and squirrels just so I can make sure I learn the basics with focusing and camera settings before I pay to go to the zoo to look at more animals. There are a few things that you need to consider when you go to the zoo to take photos which is that there will be a fence around some of the animals. I did my research about the fens and if you use a zoom lens and go close to the fence then it stops you from seeing the fence, but you need to make sure to focus on the animal. You also need to shoot in raw because taking a picture with your lens leaning up against the fence can take the contrast away from your photos but if you shoot in raw then it allows you to edit the photos to make sure they are sharp.

I have looked at ExpertPhotography and bought a few eBooks called wonderful wildlife from the website that shows you all the different things you need to know about photographing animals. In the eBooks they talk about the things that went wrong with each photo and what was needed to make it better. When going through the eBooks I found that they were helpful because they helped me know all the different settings that would be needed for each animal for example:


A lion the settings would be:
Iso 360
800mm 
f/5.6 
1/500

An elephant 
Iso 31
400mm
f/36
1/ 4

Great egret:
Iso 140
800mm 
F/5.6
1/1000

This is useful information because even though the settings will be different for me, I feel that it is a starting point and allows me to find what works for me better when I’m taking the photos.

Why wildlife photography?

“to keep memories of such occurrences, many people chose to be wildlife photographers to document such moments in the form of photography” (Vasilopoulos, 2021)  this is one reasons I would like to do wildlife photography because I am hoping to travel to get my images and when I’m traveling I will be able to create the memories.

There are many reasons to do wildlife photography one is that there is an ever-changing subject meaning I will not be focusing on jus on subject, and I will have a variety of subjects to look at to make my work stand out more.

One person that I looked at that gave me inspiration was Sergey Gorshkov. I found Sergey Gorshkov work interesting because of the way that he captures the animals he has images of the animals catching food and even the still images I find interesting and find they stand out because they are all sharp images. 
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Figure 1: “Russian, Wrangel island. A young artic fox pupplays with lemming near a hole” Sergey Gorshkov

This is a photo taken by Sergey Gorshkov that I like because you can see the fox is playing and that the fox is in focus. I chose this photo because I like the quality of the image. By looking at this photo for inspiration it has allowed me to figure out what I want to photograph and how I want to photograph it. 

[image: Ingo Arndt - The Photo Society]Another wildlife photographer that I have chosen to look at is Ingo Arndt I chose to look at him because of how he takes his photos. Ingo Arndt choses to hide from his subject by making himself camouflaged in order to prevent being seen. By doing this it allows you to take photos of a variety of animals without spoking them or the risk of being attacked. 

       Figure 2: “untitled”

I like this image taken by Ingo Arndt because of the way he captures the bear moving and capturing its food. I would like my images to look like this and was inspired by this photo because it gave me ideas with what I want my work to be like.


There are many reasons why I want to do wildlife photography for example:

· Could be a job in the future. By doing wildlife now it allows me to build a portfolio and gain experience which could help me get a job doing wildlife photography in the future. 

This is one reason that I would like to do wildlife photography because I would like to know a variety of different photography techniques because it allows me to enhance my photography techniques and will better me as a photographer which will help me get a job in the future. 

For my audience I would like most people to see my work, but I know only a few people see it, I would like to put my work in galleries for people who like photography to see and appreciate. I will also be uploading my work on social media such as Instagram I will do this because it will allow me to have a higher audience and will allow more people to see my work. I’m also on photography pages where I upload my work and receive criticism which I will do when looking at wildlife because it will allow me to have feedback that will help me improve during my study. 

There would be a variety of people looking at my work of all genders because my work would not be specific to just one gender which opens up the audience wider. 

Overall, I would like to look at wildlife because I feel that I would benefit doing this. I feel this because I have only just started looking at wildlife and I’m still learning what to do now. by learning this new technique, it will allow me to see how my work has developed throughout the topic and how much my technique has changed from start to finish. Another reason I would like to look at wildlife is because of the opportunity I get out of it. I will have a lot of opportunities if I look at wildlife because I will be able to have more opportunity for a job once I am finished because I will be creating a portfolio and it will also allow me to learn a whole new type of photography. I will also be able to travel which will allow me to gain a lot more access to a variety of different animals which will make, my work stand out a lot more. I feel that by looking at wildlife it will make me a better photographer as I will not be focusing on just one type of photography and will allow me to show people that I can do a variety of types of photography when applying for a job.
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