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Part 1 
In Iceland, and countries similar they believe that it is very important for children to be playing outdoors within their life. Government papers have evidence which agrees with the idea that outdoor play can be very beneficial for children. In the national curriculum guidelines, there is a large part of it which claims that the outdoors is a good learning environment for children and states that the outdoors is good for helping children see the benefits of the natural world and how it is a good place for exercising and having a stable healthy life (Noradahl and Johannesson 2014). 
There has been a large emphasis on the outdoors for a long period of time within Iceland for children within the ages of one to six. Within schools aged from six to sixteen, there is a specific time where the children have time to use the outdoors as a ‘play time’. Studies have not shown how the teachers in the Icelandic schools use the outdoors to educate children, but it is believed that it may differentiate depending on the school. There are indications that in Iceland, schools and teachers are using the outdoors to educate far more than in the past, and in the Capital city, Reyjkavik, 70% of schools claim that they use the outdoors to educate children (Oladottir, 2008).
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Part 2a 

The definition of a Forest School written by the Forest School Network states that a Forest school is “an inspirational process that offer children, young people, and adults regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem through hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment” (Murray and O’Brien, 2006). 
People seem to be worried due to children having a lack of outdoor education like their parents as they may be worried for the welfare of the children while outside of a safe school setting, and there are many opportunities for children indoors, claimed O’Brien and Murray (2006).
Also, there is research that shows us that if children do not use the outdoors and use nature as a learning pathway through their youth, they will not through adulthood either, resulting in a lack of physical and emotional benefits that nature offers (Thompson, Aspinall, Bell, Findlay, Wherett, and Travlou, 2004). This is thought because learning through the outdoors is considered very different to learning in a classroom environment, and the Welsh Assembly Government are encouraging teachers to learn about forest schools in their curriculum and in their schools, particularly in the foundation phase classrooms.
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Part 2b
Question 1 
If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you may be accused of plagiarism. It is important for students to try to prevent themselves from plagiarising as it is possible that they may be accused of using others ideas as your own. It is important to always acknowledge where you received your information from by fully acknowledging the information and author(s) used and “it’s crucial that students get a firm grasp of citation before they are held to it” (Bailey, 2016)
Question 2
False, you must always reference when using direct quotations, when paraphrasing an author’s information, and when mentioning an author directly or indirectly.
Question 3 
I believe this statement is false as it is known that any individual has access to change information on Wikipedia for the public to view and “academics discredit the website for several reasons: articles can be written by anyone” (Coomer, 2013), resulting in the information having the possibility to be biased or incorrect. 
Question 4 
In order to reference a quotation that is longer than 2 lines, or longer than thirty words, you must have the quotation indented from the text, justified with single line spacing only. You must also not include quotation marks on the quote. 
Question 5 
To begin research for an academic assignment, it is important to gather information for the assignment from a range of different sources. Sources which would be useful and acceptable for an academic study would be: books written by credible authors, journal or research papers, newspaper which are considered as reliable, Government websites, and websites that end in .gov and .org, which shows they are written by the Government and organisations. 




Part 3
The author of this article titles “‘Schooled to Fail? The Underachievement Debate in Wales.”, Emma Smith (2005), is a Professor of Education in the University of Birmingham. This suggest that before writing the article, Smith already had a large knowledge of education of Wales today. The article by Smith discusses “the underachievement of students in school[s]” (Smith, 2005) in Wales compared to England and to which may cause this. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In Smith’s introduction, the author begins by expressing that “undergraduates are ill prepared for their courses and modern language teachers have to resort to teaching grammar in secret” (Smith, 2005). This expression immediately gives the reader an example of how drastic the underachievement of education in Wales is; Smith also claims that the “underachievement debate is a central issue in education today” (Smith, 2005), this giving the reader an idea of what the author’s intention in this article is. Further on in the article, Smith highlights a main topic of the article, being “A regional perspective: Wales versus the North East of England” (Smith, 2005). Firstly, the fact that the author makes a clear understanding that “comparing Wales with the whole of England” (Smith, 2005) may be too extreme shows that the author is reasoning with facts ensuring they do not perceive as radical, and by comparing Wales with only the North East of England then shows that the author then pursued her writing intention. Within this topic, it is clear that the author’s objective is to show a clear understanding of the population difference between Wales and England and by comparing the two would be an unfair, so by comparing Wales and North East of England shows the author has a geographical understanding as the region has a similar population compared to Wales. As well as this, the author attempts to create a clear understanding to the reader that the underachievement of students is because of gender, while clearly showing evidence for the points made with graphs and figures, showing the author undoubtedly sufficiently researched the topic. Further on in the article, Smith (2005) covers the topic of ‘Welsh’, Smith (2005) suggests that the academic underachievement within pupils can be down to “introduction of changes” within the curriculum, such as the Welsh Baccalaureate within Wales and BTEC options within subjects, resulting in pupils choosing to not attempt standard levels of GCSE’s. 
The structure of Smith’s (2005) article gives the impression that the paragraphs are organised to persuade the reader into agreeing with their points; as each topic written was linked into the next, and mainly one sided by continuously referring back to the article title gives the impression that the author is an expert this topic by using academic language and phrases, use of graphs and tables to back up their points and the use of an appendices, possibly resulting in the reader insantly believing what is written without questioning it. As well as this, focusing back on the language used in the article, it is clear that the author used a formal tone throughout while using large paragraphs, however, the formal language and large paragraphs may have made it difficult for the reader to understand the points made by the author, resulting in the reader automatically believing what is written by the author due to the persuasive formal language written. Although the article has many relevant points backed up with a large amount of evidence, the author seems to mainly rely on the use graphs and statistics as their main sources of evidence. From a critical point of view, even though the use of graphs seems efficient as evidence, it may have been useful to the author to use other sources. On the other hand, the evidence given clearly shows the problems with the underachievement within education in Wales. Although the evidence given mainly relies on graphs, the evidence can be considered reliable as it is from, for example, sources similar to the WJEC examination board and the Office of National statistics (2004), and all arguments made by the author has mainly referenced them correctly. 
To conclude, Smith’s article is an appropriate academic article which gives clear, organised points which continuously refers to the article title resulting in the argument being well presented throughout. To improve this article, I would suggest using a wider range of sources, and not only rely on one source more than others, to create more of a wider evidence-based argument.
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