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1. What the theory is and how it’s used in KS2 

6 Steps of Montessori theory.

1. Independence
‘Never help a child with a task at which they feel they can succeed. – Maria Montessori
In the classroom an aim is to develop the child to become more independent. Children are given more freedom with their choices, they are allowed to move freely, dress as they please, decided what they want to do themselves. It is believed that by allowing children to have these freedoms and make their own choices it can cause positives impacts on their self-belief, confidence and self-esteem that may continue for the rest of their life. 

2. Observation
Maria Montessori developed her theories by spending countless hours observing children, she went into this without any preconceived ideas. By just spending the time watching she was able to assess their behaviours, interests, and the environment around them. Maria learnt that if a child would bang objects, they have a desire for gross motor activity, by giving them an instrument like a drum to bang on this would fulfil this need. Just by watching the child you can learn and understand its needs and find ways to fulfil them. 

3. Following the child
After observing the child, next you need to allow them the freedom to move about, as they do you follow them however allow them the space they need. For example, if you observe the behaviours of a child who would like to climb, allow them to do so just give them a safe environment for this to happen. 
Allowing a child to have options and choices compared to telling them what they must do opens to more independence and freedom. 

4. Correcting the child

Knowing a child is highly likely to make mistakes and how to react in the correct manner is very important. The odds on a child dropping food or spilling a drink is very high, knowing there is no need to raise your voice during those situations is important, using a calm tone and cleaning the food or spilt drink and allowing the child to take part in the rectification of the problem will ensure the child realises it in a positive manner. Incorrectly dealing with a situation like this may scare the child and could cause a panic if a situation like this was to happen again. 

5. Prepared environment
Montessori highlights a prepared environment as a crucial part of the theory. This is the connection for a child to learn from adults. Ensuring rooms are suitable for children with activities ready to be used and accessed is a step in the right direction. With a child being able to float from activity to activity and freely choose what they want to do ensure freedom and independence. The child may see this increased choice and freedom as fun however it is a pretty way to ensure they complete tasks and essentially complete work. 
Work is a term used by Montessori which others would call play. She uses this term as this is the time they create themselves and not just play. 

6. Absorbent mind
During the observation stage Montessori noted how children learn language. Children pick up language without being taught this is where her idea for the absorbent mind started. The idea that a child younger than 3 don’t require lessons to learn, they absorb everything from the environment around them simply through experience. This is why the environment around a child is viewed so highly.’(DM, 2021) 

Planes of development 

According to Learning theories (unknown) ‘Infancy (birth – 6 years) During this stage learning is high and intense and links to the absorbent mind. In the first three years of life children in the infancy stage use senses for learning. During the second three years children progress better with a more hands on learning experience. 

Childhood (6 – 12 years) Children should have gained most basic skills by this stage. During this stage they move away from absorbent mind and move towards learning through cognitive reasoning and imagination. Children become driven to figure out the world, how something works and why.’


Montessori schools
According to the school run (unknown) ‘Compared to a standard state school, teachers will set a plan and timetable for the students to complete through the day, in a Montessori school the children will view a plethora of activities in a classroom and make their own choices and decisions on which they wish to take part in. The teacher’s role is to watch the pupils and understand their interest and find ways to keep their interest levels high and ensure they are constantly engaged in the activities. 
 
Key principles 

Order and structure.
Children have the freedom to make choices on what activities they would like to complete however there is still structure in place. Once one activity has been completed it must be tidied and put away before moving on to the next.

Sensory learning.
The Montessori system requires children to use ‘adult’ tableware and glasses rather than the more child friendly plastic tableware. 

Freedom
Children are given the freedom to make their own decisions and choices as to what activities they would like to complete. 

Sensitive periods. 
Teachers observe children in classes, they suggest that when children move through what they call sensitive periods they are more likely to learn a new skill.

Discipline
Teachers ensure they develop the children’s social and emotional skills rather than there being a set of rules in place. Teachers will only step in if a child behaves in a disruptive way.’ 


2. How Montessori differs from other theories

Liliana (2024) discusses ‘Montessori and Piaget have many similarities when it comes to learning environments. However, they differ in how structured those environments are. 
Montessori is founded on the belief of choice and decisions, the child has the option of what it would like to do and how they would like to do it, allowing the child freedom. As the activities are created by the teacher they are still structured and organised. 

Compared with Piaget who believes the child should have even more freedom and opens the door to deeper exploration, Piaget highlights the importance of spontaneous discovery. ‘

According to the Teaching cupboard(unknown) ‘Teachers are urged to invest in the child’s thought process and not just what they produce. In standard schools there is more interest in producing the correct answer and not having a deeper dive into the process the child went through to come up with that answer. Piaget believes if you can learn to understand the thought process of the child you can produce a better learning experience for them. 
In a Piaget classroom children will discover answers via hand on interactions. There will not be a teacher dictating the education and answers hidden within the work, rather there will be an emphasis on the children interacting with each other and the real world to come to a conclusion.’





3. How the theory can develop skills

According to the American Montessori society (unknown) ‘Each child is seen as an individual. Being aware that every child learns and develops at different rates is crucial in the Montessori education system. The system ensures learning is built and planned around each individual and their needs. 

The Montessori education system aims to develop order, concentration, and independence from an early age. Putting in place daily routines, intentional classroom designs all to support the student’s self-regulation with the long-term aim of the student being able to educate themselves. 

The classrooms within the Montessori system are multi age spanning 3 years, this is intentionally created to encourage a family structure within the classroom. With the intention of the older students becoming role models, leaders, and mentors for the younger group building the sense of family and community around them. 

Although the students are given the freedoms to make their own choices and decisions within the classroom that only goes so far, the educators in the environment will set boundaries for the students which they will then work within. They are given an active role in deciding what the area of learning will contain.’

Montessori academy (unknown) states ‘Many education sectors that have decided to follow the Montessori education system have developed a ‘system of success’ following the ‘four c’s’ these include. 
Critical thinking
Creativity 
Collaboration
Communication
These are seen as the major developments students gain from studying within the Montessori educational system. ‘








4. How learning can be planned. 
Montessori academy (unknown) states
· ‘Observe the child’s interests.
· Use homemade materials. 
· Name the activity appropriately.
· Clearly define the goal of the activity.
· Repeat and repeat. 
· Use open ended questions.
· Expand on the child’s interests. 


Example of a Montessori lesson.

‘Washing the window’

A key aspect in the Montessori education system is developing real world skills and taking part in everyday tasks. One of which would be students learn to wash a window. This activity relates to real world tasks and requires the children to be hands on while learning. 
The educators can provide a spray bottle and cloth for the children, the children then use the spray bottle and wipe after with the cloth which requires them to use a clamping movement to spray the bottle and a big arm movement to wipe the wet areas. Activities such as this develop fine motor skills and educate the children on the correct ways to interact with the home environment.’

5. Current Welsh curriculum and differences. 

According to the Welsh Government (2022) ‘The new Welsh curriculum in Wales has been developed to ensure Wales is producing young people/adults built for the future, to help progress Wales as a nation and contribute successfully to the world. The government is hoping to develop children who are:
· Ambitious and capable learners.
· Enterprising and creative
· Ethical and informed citizens
· Healthy and confident 
The Welsh government say the new curriculum will enable children to:
· Gain important skills for life.
· Use imagination to make and plan.
· Ask questions, think about information, and make decisions.
· How to make the most of your time and talents. 
· Learn how to set goals, check your work, and manage your time. 
The new curriculum will aim to progress children based on their mental development compared to the current system of progressing due to age.’


Although the new curriculum is a step to a move into a more inclusive and child led education environment it is not as extreme as the Montessori education system. The Welsh government have clearly used this system to develop what they see as a more rounded and enhanced educational system. By ensuring children progress once they have mentally development and been able to comprehend subjects rather than just following their collective age group it opens the door to more developed and well-rounded young people going into the world. 
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