Write a commentary on an image, drawing attention to features of style, content, and symbolism. What scene or narrative is the artist representing here? How does (s)he represent it?
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This source is an image from ‘Psalter Hours’.[footnoteRef:1] This is a medieval manuscript that was created in Amiens, France and is estimated to have been created between the years 1280 and 1299.[footnoteRef:2] Therefore this image is Thirteenth Century, this can also be seen through the style, for example the colours and the iconography. This image also has an element of the gothic art style, this can be seen through the architectural frame around the image. [1:  Stones, A. (2010) Psalter-Hours of Yolande de Soissons, Oxford University Press eBooks. https://doi.org/10.1093/gao/9781884446054.article.t2089365.
]  [2:  The Morgan Library & Museum (no date) CORSAIR, the online collection catalogue of the Pierpont Morgan Library, New York. http://corsair.themorgan.org/index.html.
] 

In this image a variety of images and depictions can be seen, including what appears to be the key icon of Jesus on the crucifix. This icon has many religious connotations, as Jesus and his crucifixion is a key event in religious history. The image also displays other key people, for example Moses, the Virgin Mary and Evangelist John. These images are all key religious iconography, this suggests that this image displays a religious event and implies that it may have been from a bible or from a collection of religious paintings. 
In this image the artist is displaying the scene of Jesus’ crucifixion. Jesus is depicted on the cross wearing a crown of thorns on his head, he is also wearing what appears to be a long loin cloth. Jesus is affixed to the crucifix with three nails, one on each palm and one securing his feet, this crucifix is also shown to be the tree of life. This is significant, as the tree represents life however this scene shows the opposite, death. At the top of the crucifix there is also an inscription that stated ‘INRI’, this is an abbreviation for Iesus Nazarenus Rex Iudaeorum, this means Jesus of Nazareth, King of Jews, this is significant as it describes who is being crucified.[footnoteRef:3] Also on this tree of life are the leaves which represent healing for the nation, this is significant as Jesus died in order to bring a form of peace to humanity, as he sacrificed himself for the sins of humanity.[footnoteRef:4] At the top of this tree there is also an image of a pelican, biblically the pelican is used to represent Jesus sacrificing himself for man, this is because the pelican is believed to pierce its own breast with it’s beak in order to feed it’s young therefore the pelican also performs a great sacrifice.[footnoteRef:5] This image is significant as it is used by the artist to represent multiple different stories from the bible. [3:  https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/inri - ref properly
]  [4:  https://www.bibleref.com/Revelation/22/Revelation-22-2.html#:~:text=The%20leaves%20of%20the%20tree,the%20healing%20of%20the%20nations. – ref properly]  [5:  https://www.theschooloftheology.org/posts/essay/symbols-the-pelican-in-her-piety - ref properly] 

Below Jesus on the cross, are the images of six ‘characters’, these are Moses, John the Evangelist, The virgin Mary, a centurion, Caiphas, and Balaam. These characters are either represented by the icons they are connected to, what they are dressed in, or by their names being placed on the scrolls they are holding.
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Answer  one   of the following questions.   EITHER: Write a commentary on an image, drawing attention to features of style, content, and  symbolism. What scene or narrative is the artist representing here? How does (s)he represent it?        


