How others do it: the academic community

Review of Exercise
Knowledge and understanding skills

· to develop a feel for journals

· to consider the production and organisation of knowledge

· to recognise the community and conversations that exist and the need for you to locate yourself somewhere in that community

· to experience some of the practical issues involved in carrying out a literature review 

· to develop a feel for your field of research

Intellectual and Critical Skills 

To recognise the constant: 
· Selecting

· Sifting

· Sorting

· Framing

· Drawing boundaries

· cutting

· Refining

· Discarding

· Organising

· Rejecting 
· Honing……… 
that you are doing.

These tacit acts that you are performing are also political in character and consequence. They are about what you consider counts as evidence: what’s in and what’s out; what’s been included and what’s been excluded. 

At the aggregated level of the dissertation, these lower order decisions become lost, hidden or smoothed and your dissertation can take on the appearance of personal detachment and objectivity. 
All these decisions are yours, so do them knowingly and account for them in your MBA thesis. 
