CREATIVE WRITING PART ONE
LESSON SEVEN:

English Usage and Grammar point:



Preposition



(From Longman’s Guide to English Usage)


A preposition 
links a noun or its equivalent to another part of the sentence or to the sentence as a whole:



Send a copy to David.



The majority of the people tolerate the hardships.



The government abolished exchange controls in 1979.



We were not satisfied with what he said.

A prepositional phrase consists of a preposition and its complement, ie. the noun or equivalent that the preposition links to something else. In the first example, to David is a prepositional phrase, to a preposition and David its complement. One prepositional phrase may be embedded inside another: the majority of the people in this country. Here, of the people in this country is prepositional phrase containing in this country. But two adjacent phrases may be independent of each other: The last conference was held in London in 1984.


A preposition may consist of more than one word: because of, owing to, in need of, in addition to. For example: Food is more expensive because of the damage done to crops by heavy thunderstorms.

Exercise:

Think of a small, single event: a fairground ride, a party, a night in a pub, a day by the 

sea. Take two characters who share the experience of this event and write about it, in the 

first person, from two different viewpoints.

Now write about the same event  in the third person. Try to imply the characters’ feeling

through any dialogue.
Dic Edwards

