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Crime can be both classified as voluntary and involuntary. It is always argued by sociologist whether criminals are born or made. Many theorists have put in lifelong studies to prove that their study is the one with the most logical theory. It can be argued that criminals are mostly made in our society due to many factors that occur. 
There are many factors that establish why a person might decide to commit a crime, many questions seem to arise that try to call for some sort of understanding of crime and criminals that are formed by trying to understand criminal events and offender motivation (Wortley and Townsley, 2016, pp. 68). Understanding offenders can be difficult when they’re forced into crime or when they believe what they’re doing is acceptable, many result to crime and the life of a criminal since they have no other choice and/or made this decision by themselves to commit the crime.



 


For children and vulnerable adults, those with disabilities or mental disorders, they are unfortunately more likely to be taken advantage of due to their misunderstanding of trustfulness and/or threat. Vulnerability is defined by the College of Policing (2020) as a person who is vulnerable “if, as a result of their situation of circumstances, they are unable to take care off or protect themselves or others from harm or exploitation” (College of Policing, 2020). The Home Office issued a guide in (2018) that highlighted county lines guidance that focused on geographical widespread of a form of harm towards the more vulnerable. The guidance published by the Home Office intended to be able to explain the nature of the harm that comes towards the vulnerable and to enable any supporting adult to be able to recognize any of the indication (Home Office, 2018). This means that the guidance can help any adult to notice the signs of criminal exploitation and be able to stop a criminal from being created or continuing down the road of crime, which is beneficial to people that are looking to escape the criminal life or didn’t want to be made into one.
If someone either child or young adult, is brought up in a crime surrounded environment and a criminal family then they could potentially see the criminality as something normal in their case. Children may see it as normal to commit crimes at either their current age or when they’re older due to what they witnessed and/or were taught, this can correlate to how some children may experience domestic abuse in early childhood which leaves a legacy that tends to appear in later years (GOV.Wales, 2019).

Childhood is crucial at the ages of 8 to 10 years old, the risk factors at that age correlate to later offending where measures such as family criminality, low school attendance and interaction and poor parenting (Farrington, 2006, pp. 4). Having criminality in the family tends to correlate to how children are brought up as it brings disruption to a child behaviour and adapts it towards delinquency. Parents are a major factor in creating criminality in their children, a study done by West and Farrington (1973, p. 77) stated that parents who are uncooperative and reluctant to participate with police, were more likely to have boys that are more likely to be convicted in later years. This means that parents that are already against authorities like the police will pass on their views and beliefs onto their children which sends the children into the same cycle as their parents.
Parents have a big effect on their children, as children are meant to look up to their parents and act and behave like them. If there is poor parental behaviour towards the child in the early stages of the child’s life then that can cause later delinquency in a child’s life (West and Farrington,1977, pp. 144).
Depending on where a person is, their circumstances and what community they are surrounded by these factors can interfere with what many people would call the “norm” if a person has no choice but to commit a crime to be able to have food or be able to survive for a day longer because of threats, then the person is going to commit said crime as they have no other choice.


The key theorists that investigate criminals being made and not born, are Classicists and Marxists that tend to be the ones that mostly negotiate on the terms of why people commit crime.
Classicist view crime as a violation of social norms and standards, where each single person in a society has free will and looks out only for themselves and their personal gain. This can be adapted into the point of view that people that choose to commit even when having no other choice but having to commit 
By bringing a focus towards specific circumstances of crime, the classicists perspective examines the availability of opportunities to commit specific crimes and aims at reducing them this ties in situational crime prevention (UNODC, 2021). Situational crime prevention is a key strategy that was brought up by Classicism, the theory suggests that if an opportunity is removed then no criminal behaviour should occur. By committing the crime, no benefits from it will be gained and as such people will refrain from offending (Clarke, 1995, p. 91). In this case if a family that is involved in crime is removed from a vulnerable child and/or young adults’ life then the child will not turn to criminal behaviour.


Marxists also look at how criminals are made and not born they state that their main theory is that Capitalism is Criminogenic, this means that the Capitalist system encourages criminal behaviour (Greenberg, 1993). Karl Marx, the key theorist in Marxism trusts that crime is defined by the ruling class where they are the ones being ignored when committing crime and is something that is used against the working class as a sort of social control (Trueman, 2015). Having some people punished in society for committing crime when they could be being forced to commit it, whilst letting others in society higher up on the food chain off is not a fair form of the system.

To conclude, from these findings it can be highlighted that criminals are in fact made rather than born as it all comes down to personal choice or that specific people are accustomed to committing crime in their day to day lives, for things to change more secure preventions need to be put into place so that society can adapt and help others that are stuck in awful situations.
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