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Classical criminology Informs Evidence-based Policing: Theft



Introduction
The crime of Theft is a frequent and ubiquitous crime that has the potential to bring enormous harm to persons and society. It can lead to financial losses, mental pain, and a sense of uneasiness among victims. To successfully fight theft, law enforcement authorities need to utilise evidence-based tactics that take into consideration the underlying causes of crime and use the best available research to guide their responses. Classical criminology stresses the role of punishment and deterrence in preventing crime, particularly stealing. This method claims that individuals will be less likely to commit theft if they fear they will be caught and punished. Yet, classical criminology also recognises that other issues, such as poverty and inequality, can contribute to crime and must be addressed by social and economic policy. Evidence-based policing offers a second method for managing theft and other criminal concerns. By employing data and research to inform crime prevention methods, law enforcement authorities may identify specific forms of theft, focus their interventions accordingly, and analyse the efficacy of their efforts. Evidence-based policing also highlights the significance of collaboration with other community stakeholders to find comprehensive and lasting solutions to crime problems.
The paper will analyse the subject of stealing through the prism of classical criminology and evidence-based theory. The study addresses the underlying causes of theft, the success of diverse preventive tactics, and the challenges and possibilities facing law enforcement agencies in their attempts to minimise crime and increase community safety. By merging parts of classical criminology and evidence-based policing, one may construct a more complete and successful strategy for solving theft and other criminal problems in our communities.
Classical Criminology
The theoretical approach known as “classical criminology” in the realm of criminal justice developed in the 18th century, during the Enlightenment (Cowen, and Cartwright, 2019). Some of the basic concepts and theories of classical criminology are: Rational Choice: According to classical criminologists, people choose behaviours based on their evaluation of the benefits and drawbacks of such behaviours (Cowen, and Cartwright, 2019). That is to say, before engaging in criminal behaviour, people think about the benefits and drawbacks of doing so. Second, free will is a central tenet of classical criminology, which argues against the view that biological, genetic, or environmental elements such as those that contribute to offending are fixed in a person's DNA (Cowen, and Cartwright, 2019). They maintained that people should be held accountable for their own actions since they have free will. 
Crime, punishment, and the classical criminologists: a tense relationship. The punishment is rapid, definite, and appropriate to the seriousness of the offence (McGuire, et al., 2021). They reasoned that criminals would think twice before carrying out a crime if they were subjected to punishment (McGuire, et al., 2021). A social compact between citizens and the state was held to be the foundation of society by classical criminologists. In exchange for the safety and security given by the state, its citizens agree to forego some liberties under the terms of this bargain.
Crime prevention is more important than punishment for criminals, according to classical criminologists (McGuire, et al., 2021). They contended that reducing criminal activity might be accomplished by raising awareness of the hazards associated with criminal behaviour and by working to enhance the social and economic circumstances of society. One of the most prominent classical criminologists, Cesare Beccaria. He wrote that punishments should fit the offence and not be used for vengeance or retribution in his work “On Crimes and Punishments” (McGuire, et al., 2021). Equal protection under the law and the rights of the accused were important points of emphasis.
Crime and Criminality under the Theory
Classical criminology, which dates back to the 18th century, is predicated on the assumption that individuals act in their own self-interest when making decisions. It stresses the value of punishment and deterrence in reducing criminal activity (Maluleke, and Shibambu, 2021). When it comes to understanding crime and criminality, the theory of Classical Criminology can be useful since it emphasises the importance of punishment in deterring criminal behaviour. According to classical criminologists, the greater the likelihood of punishment, the greater the likelihood that individuals will refrain from committing a crime. Prison time, monetary penalties, and mandatory community service are just some of the ways this philosophy has been put into practise (Maluleke, and Shibambu, 2021). Understanding crime and criminals is aided by Classical Criminological theory in another way: its emphasis on personal accountability. This view maintains that people should be held liable for the harm they do to others based on their own conduct (Maluleke, and Shibambu, 2021). The employment of trials, juries, and sentencing guidelines are all manifestations of this idea within the criminal justice system. Crime, according to classical criminology, is always the result of some underlying social or economic issue. Hence, it is equally vital to address the underlying reasons for criminal behaviour, such as poverty, unemployment, and inequality.
Evidence-Based Models of Policing
The POP (Problem-Oriented Policing), SARA (Scanning, Analysis, Response, and Assessment), and HotSpot models are all evidence-based policing frameworks used by law enforcement agencies to reduce crime and improve public safety.
1. Problem-Oriented Policing (POP): The POP model involves identifying and analysing specific crime problems, developing and implementing targeted strategies to address those problems, and then evaluating the effectiveness of those strategies (Hinkle, et al., 2020). It is based on the premise that crime is often a result of specific underlying problems, and that by addressing those problems directly, police can reduce crime more effectively. The POP model encourages police officers to be proactive and innovative in their approach to policing, and to work collaboratively with other community stakeholders to address crime problems (Hinkle, et al., 2020).
2. SARA (Scanning, Analysis, Response, and Assessment): The SARA model is a problem-solving framework that involves four key steps: scanning, analysis, response, and assessment (Zhao, et a., 2019). The scanning phase involves identifying and defining the problem, including its nature, scope, and frequency. The analysis phase involves collecting and analysing data to understand the underlying causes of the problem. The response phase involves developing and implementing a targeted intervention to address the problem (Zhao, et a., 2019). Finally, the assessment phase involves evaluating the effectiveness of the intervention and making any necessary adjustments.
3. HotSpot Policing: The HotSpot model involves identifying specific geographic areas that are experiencing high levels of crime, and then implementing targeted policing strategies in those areas (Braga, et al., 2019). The goal is to concentrate police resources in areas where they are most needed, in order to reduce crime and increase public safety. The HotSpot model is based on the premise that crime is often concentrated in certain areas, and that by targeting those areas directly, police can have a greater impact on crime reduction (Braga, et al., 2019).
Theft Through the lens of Classical Criminology
When it comes to preventing criminal behaviour, classical criminology places a premium on punitive measures. The theory proposes that people are rational agents who think about the consequences of their actions before deciding whether or not to commit a crime. Punishment must be severe and reliable to deter criminal behaviour (Abramovaite, et al., 2022). When classical criminology has been applied to the problem of theft, it has been found that raising the severity and certainty of punishment for stealing can dissuade individuals from engaging in this form of crime. This theoretical framework can help evidence-based police make decisions on initiatives to cut down on stealing. Increased patrol presence, for instance, might send a message to would-be thieves that they would face harsher penalties if they commit a theft in an area known for its high theft rate (Abramovaite, et al., 2022). One way to do this is by the use of surveillance cameras, community policing initiatives, or more focused patrols. Police may raise the perceived seriousness of theft penalty by working with prosecutors and courts to guarantee that individuals caught stealing receive adequate and consistent sentences.
Data collected through evidence-based policing may be used to zero down on certain forms of theft and implement targeted countermeasures (Chapman, et al., 2022). For instance, police might target specific areas or times when they know a certain sort of theft is more common based on statistical analysis. The classical criminology perspective, which places an emphasis on the necessity of rational decision making by potential criminals, is in line with this data-driven strategy. Interventions designed to reduce theft can be informed by the classical criminology approach, which holds that the perceived costs and advantages of criminal behaviour are crucial determinants in crime prevention (Chapman, et al., 2022). Theft rates can be lowered throughout a community if criminals are deterred by a more certain and severe threat of punishment from the authorities.
Strengths and weaknesses of classical criminology and evidence-based policing
Both classical criminology and evidence-based policing provide crucial theoretical underpinnings for contemporary police strategies for crime prevention and control (Windle, et al., 2022). Both models have their advantages and disadvantages, but together they provide a more comprehensive strategy for combating criminality.
Classical Criminology
Strengths
· • Punishment and deterrence, two concepts emphasised by classical criminology, can be useful in crime prevention if used in conjunction with other strategies (Windle, et al., 2022).
· A comprehensive theoretical foundation for understanding the root causes of crime and creating efficient crime prevention methods is provided by classical criminology. 
· This framework places an emphasis on the rule of law and the necessity for punishment to be proportional to the harm inflicted by the crime (Windle, et al., 2022).
Weaknesses
· Classical criminology often disregards the social and economic factors that can contribute to crime, such as inequality and discrimination, which can limit its usefulness in addressing complex crime problems (Windle, et al., 2022). 
· Overly harsh and unjust punishment, especially for marginalised and vulnerable communities, might come from the punitive approach of classical criminology (Windle, et al., 2022).
Evidence-Based Policing
Strengths
· Using data to influence policy and practise, “evidence-based policing (EBP)” allows police departments to better prioritise where to devote resources and how to best intervene with certain populations (Windle, et al., 2022).
· Research and evidence-based evidence are emphasised in this paradigm as a means to enhance the efficacy of crime prevention initiatives (Windle, et al., 2022).
· Community trust and safety may be improved through partnerships formed through evidence-based policing, which promotes cooperation between law enforcement and other community members (Windle, et al., 2022).
Weaknesses
· • This framework may place an undue emphasis on data and research, reducing the responsiveness and adaptability of law enforcement to new crime issues (Windle, et al., 2022).
· Smaller law enforcement agencies may not always have the resources to implement evidence-based policing strategies because of the large amounts of data collection and analysis involved. 
· Moreover, the effectiveness of evidence-based policing interventions may depend on factors outside of law enforcement's control, such as social and economic factors (Windle, et al., 2022).
Conclusion
The effects of theft, a widespread crime, on victims and their communities may be devastating. While traditional criminology places a premium on using punishment and deterrence to reduce criminal activity, evidence-based police looks to empirical studies and data to inform its approaches. Law enforcement organisations may create a more all-encompassing strategy for combating theft and other criminal activity by using aspects from both frameworks.
According to the principles of classical criminology, one way to prevent stealing is to make the consequences worse and more definite. With the use of collected data, evidence-based police can zero in on the most pressing theft issues. Law enforcement agencies can dissuade stealing and lower the crime rate as a whole by making the threat of punishment more certain and severe. Both frameworks have their advantages and disadvantages, and a comprehensive strategy is needed to combat thievery and other forms of crime that have their roots in the social and economic conditions of their communities. As the causes of crime are many, law enforcement agencies should collaborate with other community partners to create strategies that effectively address these causes and boost community safety.
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