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Shoplifting in the UK

In recent years, shoplifting cases in the United Kingdom have skyrocketed, so much so that they represent a very large amount of money. The amount is an estimate because the unreported amount cannot be counted, nor can the number of thefts that go unnoticed because people have different ways of doing it. Some people directly take the products even though they know they are being seen by the owners and customers of the shop, but others are more cautious and almost imperceptible.
According to the British Rental Consortium (BRC), the number of annual thefts is approximately 20 million per year, which means that there is an average of 55,000 shopliftings per day, which is equivalent to an economic impact of 2.2 billion pounds per year in losses for businesses, according to the Herald.
The level in Wales and England is unprecedented, with an increase of 516,971 compared to last year, according to official figures. However, retailers say it is much higher because there are up to 10 thefts a day in the same store. These losses are economically significant because the most frequently stolen products are expensive, such as alcohol, boxes of chocolates, and meat, which drives up the cost of the losses.
The increase in thefts is believed to be due to tight household finances across the country, but the BRC says the thefts are attributed to organized gangs.
According to ARA, the thefts at self-service checkouts are nearly £100 million.
The problem with these robberies is that the large number of losses for stores causes inflation, and in turn, inflation attracts more people to commit these robberies to save or reduce monthly household expenses, since they know it is almost unlikely that they will be reported, much less prosecuted. This is why the pattern continues to repeat itself like a cycle for which there does not seem to be an early solution, at least not for now.
Police failed to respond to 71% of retail robberies. Police say they don't have enough capacity to handle the large number of retail robberies because there are so many. In London, where the police force is the largest in the UK, it's not possible to handle the large number of robberies reported every day.
In Manchester, police say nearly 900 arrests have been made and more than 700 shoplifting charges have been secured. According to Manchester police, more than 5,000 shoplifting offenses have been resolved by November 2024.




In conclusion, thefts in large stores such as ASDA, TESCO, LIDL, ALDI, etc. Just as in the retail stores we all know, those that are close to our homes, are victims of thefts, these thefts are increasing as time goes by, and the figures in losses are large because the stolen items are expensive items such as alcohol, chocolate, meats and there are even stores such as sports stores which offer more expensive products such as clothing and shoes, which cause losses to be in the millions. There are also appliance and technology stores where losses are much worse because there are products such as mobile phones that cost more than 100 pounds. As a consequence of this serious situation, the prices of products are increasing more and more, the rise in prices is one of the causes that motivate people to commit these thefts.
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