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1. [bookmark: _Toc110407356]Introduction 

A learning strategy called a virtual learning environment (VLE) uses the internet and computer technology to enhance learning. Curriculum mapping, which is the process of evaluating the curriculum to choose the most appropriate to assign to students, a student trail that records the student's grades, online support for lecturers and students, e-communication platforms for lecturers to send assignments and for students to discuss what they have been taught, and a range of academic resources that students may not find at the university or college are the basic components of a VLE. Today's online learning platforms include Thinkific, Open-edX, WizIQ, Teachable, Kajabi, and LearnDash, as well as LearnWords, Udemy, Skillshare, Coursera, and others (Weller, M., 2007). This paper will go through the students' use of virtual learning, including its advantages and disadvantages. Surveys will be used to gather the primary and secondary data for this study. The primary focus of this inquiry will be on the qualitative data that will be gathered using a questionnaire. Some recommendations on how to increase the use of VLE will be made at the conclusion of this inquiry.



2. [bookmark: _Toc110407357]Background 

With the use of technology, people have been given a variety of options for sharing information online during the current pandemic epidemic. All educational institutions and other businesses are now required by this epidemic to do all of their tasks and coursework online. However, the idea of utilising a digital platform to disseminate knowledge is not new. This analysis was conducted in order to demonstrate the impact of the virtual learning environment (VLE) on higher education. It will reveal whether or not the students think the VLE is valuable whether they are physically present in class or not (Cofino, et al., 2021). 

In the past, enrolling in a particular subject in college or university required students to meet specific requirements. Since they did not satisfy the prerequisites, students who studied humanities courses were unable to enrol in technical courses like engineering. Due to this, the courses became less in-depth, which discouraged the students who wanted to enrol in a variety of courses. Online learning was developed as a result. Such students might follow their selected courses without needing to meet the prerequisite requirements by buying and studying books and articles online. To physically attend class, students need a space large enough to accommodate everyone in the class. The majority of pupils in such courses must remain outside since there are too many of them to fit inside those classrooms. Universities and colleges were compelled to create techniques in such circumstances that would assist decrease the number of students attending the class, including evaluating their grades and prior jobs. Due to this, fewer students were motivated to show up for class, and some felt compelled to leave. To address this problem, online learning environments were created. This made it possible for all of the students, regardless of quantity, to take lessons online (Beard, et al., 2007). The students and the teachers have had regular connection thanks to e-learning. In the past, following a session, students had to accompany the lecturers outside to ask questions, which may be chaotic since many students were waiting to talk to the professor and they had to wait for their turn. The professors found this to be overpowering as well. Lectures may now provide ample time in their schedules for student discussion thanks to e-learning. The instructor could not be accessible when the student has questions, which might make communication between the two sides more difficult and less convenient (Ogba, et al., 2012).
 
A platform called a virtual learning environment (VLE) has provided the educational field with a suitable learning environment. Due to the software programs employed in its development and the support it provides to the students, it has assumed a more vital role in the context of higher education. The communication between professors and students as well as the whole institution or college about learning resources and data has enhanced thanks to the VLE. By creating a blended learning environment, it supports conventional learning methods. Teachers want to concentrate on teaching, which is what they do best. Students want to be able to learn in methods that take into account their developing computer skills, their desire to move at their own pace, and their propensity to work alone or in groups. The software and the progress of the pupils should be kept up to date by the lecturers. (Stiles, 2000). Using technology like audio and video during class to engage the students is made possible by blended learning. Because of this, the VLE does not have to completely replace conventional classrooms, which is quite admirable. It makes it easier for lecturers to monitor their students' progress, contact with them, and coach them online after class to raise their marks. In order to help the students, comprehend what is being covered in class, they have also been allowed to produce an online handout that they may email to everyone prior to the start of the session. It has helped students save a lot of time and given them the freedom to focus on developing their full potential (Alhogail, and Mirza, 2011).

3. [bookmark: _Toc110407358]Aims and objectives 

· To demonstrate how students, react to a virtual learning environment
· To recognize the VLE's shortcomings
· To provide upgrading suggestions.

4. [bookmark: _Toc110407359]Method 

Methodology is a set of practices employed in a certain field of research. Primary and secondary approaches are used in these kinds of studies. Quantitative and qualitative research approaches are common. While qualitative research is conveyed in text or word form and is used to understand ideas or experiences, quantitative research is presented in statistics and graphs and may be used to establish generally applicable facts about a particular issue. While surveys, experiments, and observations are used to get quantitative data, interviews, focus groups, and literature reviews are used to gather qualitative data (Mills, 2014). This study was carried out using online surveys that were sent through invite links to many students due to the current pandemic epidemic. The survey's participants were the first 20 students who clicked the link.
The five questions were as follows:
a. Has using a VLE enhanced your ability to learn?
b. Is the VLE simple to use?
c. Does the VLE have a discussion board?
d. Is the VLE up to date?
e. Has the lecturer's teaching style been enhanced by the VLE?
f. How happy are you with the VLE as a teaching tool?
g. Would you advise other students to use this VLE approach?

5. [bookmark: _Toc110407360]Results 

	Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) Questionnaire

	
Directions: Please tick where applicable. 


	No.
	Question
	Yes
	No

	1
	Has using a VLE enhanced your ability to learn?
	15
	5

	2
	Is the VLE simple to use?
	18
	2

	3
	Does the VLE have a discussion board?
	20
	

	4
	Is the VLE up to date?
	17
	3

	5
	Has the lecturer's teaching style been enhanced by the VLE?
	19
	1

	6
	How happy are you with the VLE as a teaching tool?
	15
	5

	7
	Would you advise other students to use this VLE approach?
	18
	2





6. [bookmark: _Toc110407361]Discussion 

i. Has using a VLE enhanced your ability to learn?

15 students agreed that using VLE has enhanced their ability to learn while 5 of them didn’t believe that using VLE has enhanced their learning. A platform called a virtual learning environment (VLE) has provided the educational field with a suitable learning environment. Due to the software programs employed in its development and the support it provides to the students, it has assumed a more vital role in the context of higher education. The communication between professors and students as well as the whole institution or college about learning resources and data has enhanced thanks to the VLE. By creating a blended learning environment, it supports conventional learning methods (Stiles, 2000). 

ii. Is the VLE simple to use?

18 students answered that VLE is simple to use while 2 of them didn’t agree. Using technology like audio and video during class to engage the students is made possible by blended learning. Because of this, the VLE does not have to completely replace conventional classrooms, which is quite admirable. It makes it easier for lecturers to monitor their students' progress, contact with them, and coach them online after class to raise their marks (Alhogail, and Mirza, 2011).

iii. Does the VLE have a discussion board?

20 students agreed that VLE has a discussion board. In order to help the students, comprehend what is being covered in class, VLEs have also been allowed to produce an online handout that they may email to everyone prior to the start of the session. It has helped students save a lot of time and given them the freedom to focus on developing their full potential (Alhogail, and Mirza, 2011).

iv. Is the VLE up to date?

3 students didn’t agree that the VLE they are using are up to date while 17 of them answered that the VLE is up to date. Teachers want to concentrate on teaching, which is what they do best. Students want to be able to learn in methods that take into account their developing computer skills, their desire to move at their own pace, and their propensity to work alone or in groups. The software and the progress of the pupils should be kept up to date by the lecturers. (Stiles, 2000).

v. Has the lecturer's teaching style been enhanced by the VLE?

19 students agreed that their lecturer’s teaching style had been enhanced by the VLE while only 1 disagreed. The communication between professors and students as well as the whole institution or college about learning resources and data has enhanced thanks to the VLE (Stiles, 2000)

vi. How happy are you with the VLE as a teaching tool?

15 students were happy with their VLE while 5 of them were not. In the past, enrolling in a particular subject in college or university required students to meet specific requirements. Since they did not satisfy the prerequisites, students who studied humanities courses were unable to enrol in technical courses like engineering. Due to this, the courses became less in-depth, which discouraged the students who wanted to enrol in a variety of courses. Online learning was developed as a result. Such students might follow their selected courses without needing to meet the prerequisite requirements by buying and studying books and articles online (Beard, et al., 2007).

vii. Would you advise other students to use this VLE approach?

18 students would advise students to use their VLE while only 2 would not. The students and the teachers have had regular connection thanks to e-learning. In the past, following a session, students had to accompany the lecturers outside to ask questions, which may be chaotic since many students were waiting to talk to the professor and they had to wait for their turn. The professors found this to be overpowering as well. Lectures may now provide ample time in their schedules for student discussion thanks to e-learning. The instructor could not be accessible when the student has questions, which might make communication between the two sides more difficult and less convenient (Ogba, et al., 2012).



7. [bookmark: _Toc110407362]Conclusion 

The benefits and drawbacks of virtual learning environments in the classroom have been discussed in this study. According to the student data gathered, virtual learning environments offer benefits and drawbacks for the educational field. While the other half of the students preferred to employ alternative study techniques, half of the students thought the strategy was helpful. University professors may now work with a big number of students while still having time for other daily activities thanks to VLE. Additionally, it has enabled students to save time for additional studying after class. It is regarded as being both practical and very efficient. Since students aren't physically being counted on an attendance sheet, VLE should make sure that all students show up for courses on time. The VLE has a number of learning platforms, and the students each have a distinct preferred platform. The instructors should go through the best platform to employ with the students based on their preferences. The ideal learning platform is a VLE, however it shouldn't be utilized for exams since students may readily look up the answers, which would be unfair to those who cannot afford to use a VLE. The VLE should provide a solution to the issues and questions that come up often in a certain class. This would enable students to more fully comprehend what is being taught and more assuredly get ready for exams. Students who are unable to pay for college or university should be given access to their own customized courses through a virtual learning environment (VLE) and should spend a fraction of what others do to attend a university or college. As a result, the less fortunate population will become more literate, and the university's financial condition will improve.
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Questionnaire

‘Purpose: The purpose of this questionnaire is to analyze the impact of total quality management
on employee retention and satisfaction.

Instructions: to anstwer the question, kindly tick where applicable.

Has using 2 VLE eahanced your ability to learm?
O Yes
No

Is the VLE simple to use?
Yes
EYY

3. Does the VLE have a discussion board?
Yes
0 N

4. Is the VLE up to date?
O Yes
EYY

5. Has the lecturers teaching style been enhanced by the VLE?
0 Yes
No

6. How happy are you with the VLE as a teaching tool?
0 Yes
No

7. Would you advise other students to use this VLE approach?
Yes
No





