1- Battle of Chaironea
338 BC, The Battle of Chaironea was fought between Phillip II of Macedon and an alliance of Greek city-states that were led by Thebes and Athens. This was the finale of Phillip’s conquest of Greece, and the rising power of Macedon. According to Cawkwell[footnoteRef:1], this was one of the more decisive battles as there was no stopping the advance of Phillip “but there can have been no break in the Macedonian line, for, if there had, both the account and the outcome of the battle would have been different” (Cawkwell, Phillip of Macedon, 148). Diodorus also provides an account of the battle in which he says, “once joined, the battle was hotly contested for a long time and many fell on both sides, so that for a while the struggle permitted hopes of victory to both.” (Diod.  16.86 79).  [1:  Phillip of Macedon, Cawkwell, 1978] 

2- Birth of Alexander
Alexander was born in 356 BC and was the successor to his father Phillip II of Macedon. There are legends that surround the topic of his birth, Plutarch himself wrote a myth around the consummation of Alexander in which Phillip’s wife Olympias has a dream about being possibly impregnated by Zeus himself, “the bride dreamed that there was a peal of thunder and that a thunder-bolt fell upon her womb” (Plut. Lives: Alexander. 227). However, this is most likely myth that Plutarch wrote, and therefore should not be taken with a degree of accuracy. Alexander however was born while his father was preparing to besiege Potidea along the peninsula of Chalcidice.   
3- Marriage of Philip and Cleopatra
Phillip and Cleopatra Eurydice of Macedon were married in 338/337 BC. This marriage was important as it not only upset his fourth wife, Olympias but it also without him even thinking, threw into question the legitimacy of Alexander’s future succession. Phillip had children with Cleopatra, however according to Plutarch, they were all murdered by order of Alexander or his mother, “We are told that men laid the blame of this murder upon Queen Olympias, who found the young man smarting from the outrage which had been committed upon him, and urged him to avenge himself, while some accused Alexander himself” (Plut. Lives: Alexander 3.309). 
4- Death of Philip
Phillip was assassinated in 336 BC, at Aegae, which was the site of the ancient capital of the Macedonian kingdom. He was killed by Pausanias of Orestis. The true reason for this murder is still debated today, and even modern historians still debate the true causes. What is known is that it was this assassination that gave way to the rise of his son, Alexander the Great. 
5- Sack of Thebes 
This was a battle that was fought in 335 BC between Alexander the Great and the Greek city of Thebes (Stoneman 1997. xviii)[footnoteRef:2]. The conflict began when Macedonian troops were taken away from the city, removing the Macedonian presence on the city. Allowing for the city to fight back. However, the battle would not be won by the Greeks. Plutarch describes the Greeks, “The Thebans, although greatly outnumbered, fought with superhuman valour; but they were taken in the rear by the Macedonian garrison, who suddenly made a sally from the Kadmeia” (Plut. Lives: Alexander 3:311).  [2:  Alexander The Great, Stoneman, 1997] 

6- Battle of Granicus
Was fought in 334 BC between Alexander and the Persian Empire. It was here that he defeated the forces of the Satraps of Persia in Asia Minor. The battle ended up happening due to in part, The Greeks deciding to invade Persia, with Alexander heading the army, but more importantly due to the conquered territories of Phillip II taking advantage of his death. The victory gained by Alexander is accounted by Plutarch, “This victory wrought a great change in Alexander’s position. Several of the neighbouring states came and made their submission to him” (Plut. Lives xvii:316)[footnoteRef:3]    [3:  Plutarch: Lives, Stewart and Long, 1905] 

7- Battle of Issus 
This was the second battle fought between Darius of the Achaemenid Empire in Persia and Alexander the Great in 333 BC. This was also where Darius himself was defeated by Alexander, Plutarch accounts and describes the way in which Alexander won, “For although enormously outnumbered by the enemy, he not only avoided being surrounded by them, but was able to outflank their left with his own right wing” (Plut. Lives xx:320). 
8- Visit to shrine of Ammon
Alexander visits the shrine of Zeus Ammon, and the oracle that was there as well to try and gain good fortune after noticing many sea birds devouring the barely that was being grown (Plut. xxvi:327). This was after he looked over plans for a new city, this would become Alexandria at the mouth the Nile (Plut. Lives xxvi:326).  However, soothsayers had convinced him to take it as a good omen and resumed the building of the new city. He also apparently met with a priest of Ammon who gave him, “certain secret prophecies which upon his return he would communicate alone” to his mother (Plut. xxvii:328).  
9- Battle of Gaugamela
Also known as the the Battle of Arbela, took place in 331 BC, and is the winning battle of Alexander’s invasion of the Achaemenid Empire in Persia ending the 200-year threat they posed to Greece. (Price, 1986. 311).  This was fought between the army of Alexander and the army of Darius III and was close to the modern day Iraqi Kurdistan. This battle was famous as even though he was outnumbered he was able to bring down the army of Darrius. “The onslaught of Alexander was so terrific that none could withstand him” (Plut. Lives: Alexander xxxiii: 336). 
10- Sack of Persepolis
The destruction of Persepolis took place in 330 BC, and before the destruction of the Persian ceremonial capital, the treasures and wealth of the city was taken and moved to the city of Susa. “The immense wealth of Persepolis-estimated in the vulgate as 120,000 talents- was gathered up and sent in large part to Susa” (Stoneman 1997. 47). According to Richard Stoneman in Alexander the Great, “Nothing remained at Persepolis” (Stoneman 1997. 47). 
11- Battle with Porus
Also known as The Battle of the Hydaspes, took place in 326 BC, and was fought between Alexander and King Porus from the Paurava kingdom in modern day Pakistan. The Greeks would take the victory in this battle as well thanks to the tactic of confusion, “Alexander’s main aim as he faced the Indian’s army across the river, was to confuse his enemy as much as possible” (Stoneman 1997. 67). However according to Plutarch, the battle in the eyes of the soldiers was not easily won, “The battle with Porus made the Macedonians very unwilling to advance farther into India. They had overcome Porus with the greatest difficulty” (PLut. Lives: Alexander lxii:363).  
12- Mutiny at Opis
This was a revolt of Alexander’s own soldiers in 324 BC because of discontent for wanting to discharge the old and wounded soldiers back to their respective homes in Macedonia. Alexander solved this instance by a series of theatrics used to gain trust again. “Alexander faced more mutiny in 324, which as we shall see he overcame by some theatrical gestures of reconciliation including a famous banquet” (Hornblower 1983, 309).   The mutiny can also be attributed to the unwillingness of his soldiers to advance further into India after their battle with Porus (Plut. Lives: Alexander lxii:363).    
13- Death of Alexander
Alexander died in 323 BC in Babylon. The true cause of his death is still unknown, however the account of the final fourteen days details him contracting a fever which prohibited his speech and on his final day, his soldiers were able to walk passed him. “When the gates were thrown open they all filed past his bed one by one, dressed only in their tunics” (Plutarch Lives: Alexander lxxvi:377). Alexander did not have a successor 
14- Babylonian Settlement
After Alexander’s death in 323 BC, the former generals met in Babylon to discuss who gets to be the next ruler in the line. This would be alexander’s brother and Alexander’s son as co-rulers. 
15- Triparadeisos
This was a settlement near modern day Lebanon, where the Treaty of Triparadarus had taken place.  This was the agreement that had taken place between the generals of Alexander to appoint a new monarch. This would be Alexander iv, who was only an infant when he was named the successor.  This meeting was also used to divide the satrapies among the generals of Alexander. 
16- Lamian War
This battle took place after the death of Alexander and was caused by Athens revolting against Macedon. They formed an alliance with some other Greek cities and were untied under the goal to become independent from Macedon. Phokion is recorded to comment about what the Greeks next action is after news of Alexander’s death, “he is dead today, he will be dead tomorrow and the day after, so that we may quietly, and with all the greater safety, take council as to what we are to do” (Plutarch Lives: Phokion xxi:485).  It was after the news that Phokion opposed Leosthenes determination to secede from Macedonian rule. “Leosthenes plunged the city into the war for the liberation of Greece, as Phokion opposed him, he sneeringly asked him what good he had done” (Plutarch Lives: Phokion xxiii:485) Phokion was feared by the Greeks thinking that Phokion would stop the revolt for freedom. 
17- Perdiccas' invasion of Egypt
Perdicca’s conflict in Egypt arose over a disagreement with Ptolemy on where Alexander should be buried. At first, he was to sent back to Macedon, however Ptolemy intercepted the remains and made it seem as if Alexander wanted to be buried in Egypt at Alexandria. This would be the reason for Perdiccas to want to wage war.  “Eumenes was appointed by Perdikkas, who was absent on a campaign against Ptolemy” (Plut:Eum 5 4-5).  However due to unfortunate circumstance, Perdicca was unable to really invade Egypt. He was murdered by his colonels, Antigenes and Seleucus in 321/320 BC.    
18- Death of Eumenes
Eumenes was an ally of Perdiccas who also participated in his campaign against Ptolemy[footnoteRef:4]. Eumenes faced his end after being defeated in battle by Atigonus. He was then asked to be turned in and put to death. “When therefore, Antigonus made up his mind to put Eumenes to death” (Plut:Eum 19 1-2)[footnoteRef:5].  [4:  Encyclopedia Britannica: www.britannica.com/biography/Eumenes]  [5:  Plutarch’s Lives, Stewart and Long, 1905] 

19- Death of Antipater
Antipater died in 319, but on his death bed he made Polyperchon, the guardian of the kings and general and made Cassander his son, Polyperchon’s second in command. According to Diodorus of Sicily, “Antipater, who was already at the point of death, appointed as guardian of the kings and supreme commander, Polyperchon” (Diodorus of Sicily: XVIII, 48. 145).  Cassander did not approve of his father’s plans of succession as he thought the throne should belong to a blood successor, “Cassander, however, did not approve of the arrangement made by his father, regarding it as outrageous that one not related by blood should succeed to the command of his father” (Diodorus of Sicicly: book XVIII, 48. 147)[footnoteRef:6].   [6:  Diodorus Siculus IX, Geer, 1947] 

20- Death of Rhoxane and Alexander IV
Following the death of Antipater, some thought that Alexander IV, son of Alexander the Great would be old enough and ready to take his place king. Cassander, who at this time was trying to consolidate power for himself plotted the asassinations of both Alexander IV and his mother, Rhoxane. 
21- Battle of Gaza
Took place in 312 BC and was fought between Ptolmey and Seleucus who were fighting Demetrius son of Antigonus I. The battle ended in the defeat of Demetrius, and the death 500 men. Demetrius would retreat to Phoenicia. 
22- Antigonus and Demetrius declared kings
After 316 BC, Antigonus had control over territory stretching from Syria to what us known as the Eastern Satrapies. After the battle of Ipsus, Demetrius would take control over Macedon and become King until the Romans conquered Macedonia.    
23- Battle of Ipsus
Took place in 301 BC, and was fought between part of the Diadochi, Antignous and his son Demetrius fighting an alliance of Cassander, Lysimachus leader of Thrace, and Seleucus I Nicator. The battle ended with Demetrius escaping to Greece, and his father, Antignous would perish in battle. The alliance would then split up the remainder of Alexander’s kingdom. 
24- Galatian Invasion
The invasion of the Galatians came because of the fall of Lysimachus, who was defeated by Seleucus at the battle of Corupedium in 281 BC[footnoteRef:7] “Lysimachus’ dog watched his master’s body lying on the ground for a long time and kept it from being harmed by birds or beasts” (Appian, Roman History, 229)[footnoteRef:8]. When that kingdom fell, the Galatians in this case being Celtic, found their opening, and took their chance.  [7:   Livius.org Articles on ancient history, The invasion of the Gauls www.livius.org]  [8:  Appian’s Roman History vol. II, White, 1912] 

25- Second Syrian War
This was second part in series of wars that was fought between the Seleucid Empire and the Ptolemaic kingdom of Egypt. The second war was between Antiochus II allied with Antigonus II King of Macedon, fighting Ptolemy II in 261 BC. The war ended when Antiochus married Ptolemy’s daughter, Berenice Syra. However, both Antiochus and Ptolemy would die in 246 BC.  
26- Bactrian Independence
Bactria would be able to declare independence from the Seleucid Kings in 245 BC. This allowed Diodotus the Satrap of Bactria, to also conquer Sogdiana. Later he would also settle the Greco-Bactrian Kingdom (. This kingdom in it’s height of power controlled much of the modern day middle east and edging to India. They were also able to fend of Antiochus III until he was defeated by the Romans in 190 BC. 
27- Parthian Independence
The Parthian Empire was the kingdom of modern day Iran and was part of the Seleucid Empire up until 247 BC, but they would remain enemies, which is when it is theorised that Parthia declared independence. From here Parthia would endure the attacks of Antiochus III who would become unsuccessful at taking both Parthia and Bactria in 209 BC. It is also worth noting that Appian notes that Parthia would revolt against the Seleucids in around the time of the third Syrian War in 246 BC, “The Parthians now began their revolt, taking advantage of the confusion in the house of the Seleucidae” (Appian, Roman History, 231).  
28- End of Parthian Empire
Parthia began to decline when Rome interfered in Parthian affairs during the reign of Emperor Tiberius.  Parthian leader Artabanus III would attempt to regain Parthian control over Armenia. 
29- Accession of Ptolemy II
Ptolemy gained power first as a co-ruler of Egypt with his father, Ptolemy I, from 285 BC to when Ptolemy II became king himself in 283 BC (. Under the rule of Ptolemy II, Alexandria not only saw wealth in material and education, but a lot of wars as well. Most notably his naval losses in the second Syrian war which ended in Antiochus II marrying Ptolemy’s daughter. 
30- Third Syrian War
The Third Syrian War began in 246 BC and ended in 241 BC. This was also known as the Laodicean War. Antiochus II had left behind his two wives who were now in competition which each other to place their sons on the throne. Both Berenice and Laodice claimed their sons were heirs to the throne, ultimately Ptolemy was asked to help his sister, but when he arrived in Antioch, his sister and nephew were assassinated “Laodice assassinated him and afterward Berenice and her child” (Appian, Roman History, 231). Ptolemy then waged war against Laodice’s son Seleucus II. The war ended with Ptolemy gaining more territory in exchange for peace.     
31- Second Illyrian War
This war began in 219 BC and was initiated by Demetrius when he married Triteuta following the end of the first war in 228 BC. This war would be quite short, according to Appian, “The Romans, when they had settled their business with the Gauls, immediately sent a naval force and overpowered the pirates. The following year they marched against Demetrius” (Appian, Roman History, 67). The conflict would end with Demtrius fleeing to Phillip. “Demetrius fled to Phillip King of Macedon, but when he returned and resumed his piratical career in the Adriatic they slew him” (Appian, Roman History, 67). 
32- Battle of Pydna
This battle was fought in 148 BC between Rome, lead by Quintus Caecilius Metellus and Macedon lead by Andriscus. The end of the battle and the aftermath in the politics to follow would mark the end of an Independent Macedonia. The Kingdom of Macedon was split up into four separate republics that were faced with restricted trade and communication with one another. 
33- Battle of Cynocephalae
Took place in 197 BC and was fought between the Romans lead by Titus Quincitius Flaminius, and the Antigold Dynasty of Macedon led by Phillip V. The end of the second Punic war in 201 BC would start this conflict as Phillip was launching attacks against other Mediterranean city states for 20 years. Athens would ask for help and in 197 the Romans would answer. 
34- Flamininus' declaration at the Isthmian Games
At the Isthmian games, Flamininus declared following the defeat of the Macedonians, “the following peoples free, without garrison, or tribute, in full enjoyment of the laws of their respective countries: namely, Corinthians, Phocians, Locrians, Euboeans, Achaeans of Phiotis, Magnesians, Thessalians, Perrhaebians” (Perseus.tufts.edu)[footnoteRef:9].  [9:  Polybius, Histories, plb. 18.46, www.perseus.tufts.edu] 

35- Treaty of Apameia
Was agreed upon in 188 BC and was settled between the Roman Republic and Antiochus III leader of the Seleucid Empire. Following Rome’s victories at the Battle of Thermopylae in 191 BC, the Battle of Magnesia, and various Roman Naval victories against the Seleucid Empire. 
36- Sack of Corinth
Corinth was sacked by the Roman Republic in 146 BC following the Roman victory at the battle of Corinth between Rome and the Achaean League. This destruction is known to mark the beginning of Roman control in Greece. 
37- Antiochus IV's second invasion of Egypt 
[bookmark: 2.3]IN 168 BC, Antiochus IV led an attack on Egypt, however before being able to arrive at Alexandria, Rome gave him an ultimatum, withdraw, or be at war with the Roman Republic. “thinking that the aggrandizement of this king concerned them in a measure, dispatched Gaius Popilius as their legate 3 to bring the war to an end, and to observe what the exact position of affairs was” (Polybius, Histories VI, XXIX, 49).    
38- Maccabean Revolt
A Jewish revolution that took place in 167 and ended in 160 BC (www.ancient.edu)[footnoteRef:10] . This was led by the Maccabees and they were against the Seleucid influence on Jewish life and religious practice “The insurgents conducted their revolt with equal enterprise and discretion” (History of The Jews, Murray and Street, 2).     [10:  Ancient History Encyclopaedia,  The Maccabean Revolt www.ancient.edarticle/827/the-maccabean-revolt/u/ ] 


39- Death of Mithradates
Mithridates died in   66 BC, after attempting to kill himself by poison, “but upon Mithridates, although he walked about rapidly to hasten its action, it had no effect” (Appian, Roman History XII, 455). After he attempted to gather a new army after being defeated by Pompey the great at Pontus. In Appian’s Roman History, Appian notes, “Seeing a certain Bituitus there, an officer of the Gauls, he said to him, ‘I have profited much from your right against my enemies. I shall profit from it most of all if you would kill me and save from the danger of being led in a Roman triumph’” (Appian’s Roman History XII, 455). 
40- Battle of Actium
Considered to be the last battle of the Republic period of Rome, this battle was between Octavian and Mark Antony with Cleopatra and was fought at sea “with the exception of the fleet that Antony brought to Actium, which included the fleet of Ptolemaic Egypt” (Cambridge Companion to: The Roman Republic, Flower, 77). The battle ended with Octavian emerging victorious and gaining leadership over Rome, later he would call himself Augustus. Ending the era of the Roman republic, “whereas other studies represent the Battle of Actium in 31 BC as the final establishment of a system of one-man rule” (Cambridge Companion to: The Roman Republic, Flower, 2). 
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