What was Jefferson’s attitude towards government and why did he favour Democracy?
 
[bookmark: _Hlk66525053]This essay will be looking into the ways that Jefferson wanted to change the government of the US when he came to power, as previously there was a Republican way of thinking which was biased against those without wealth and power, and there was a lack of any specific fair process for changes to be made (History.com, 2009). This essay will look at the changes Jefferson wanted, how he thought these could be affected and his reasons for why this would be good for society as a whole; it will also mention inconsistencies between his actions and his views and policies. 
Jefferson started his career after his wife died in 1782. He was the French Ambassador initially and wrote on systematic treaties on policy before he was president (History.com, 2020). Although he had a political philosophical mind and was a systematic thinker, his views were put across in a scattered unsystematic piecemeal way which is likely to have impacted upon his ability to achieve what he wanted to do (Hardt, 2007). 
Jefferson felt that all people should be able to choose who governed them, by way of voting for who they wanted to govern their local area, as well as the country as a whole. He wanted to stop the person in charge from having a free run to do as they wished, so that they would instead be held to work for the people (Cranford, 2012).
Jefferson wanted a democratic government as it would be more supportive and inclusive of the middle and lower-class people’s needs.  He favoured keeping the power in both State and local hands, as this would give the masses more ability to influence what happens in the government and to be heard about their individual causes.  He felt that having the elite upper-classes and owners of big businesses in charge of all decisions was a problem, so he wanted to stop the cesspools of corruption being a possibility in government. Prior to this, individuals in positions of power were able to find their way or access a specific path to manipulate government to suit their own causes, sometimes bypassing any input from any political governor (Historythings.com, 2019). 
The majority of Jefferson’s supporters were planters from the south, farmers and artisans (History.com, 2018). On the other political side there was Alexander Hamilton. Hamilton sought after a strong central government consisting of businessmen, bankers, merchants and citizens of the North (History.com, 2018). The second President John Adams made it a federal crime to ‘criticize the president and his administration policies’ (History.com, 2018). When Jefferson became President four years later, to retaliate, he sacked the top half of federal employees and only kept the clerks and the customs agents; this effectively dismantled the Federalist party altogether (History.com, 2018).  In a letter to Davis Howell, an associate of Jefferson, he stated that Federalists ‘always consume the public contributions and oppress the people with labour and poverty’ (Jefferson, 1810).
Jefferson also wanted there to be a free press, free speech and freedom to follow a religion of choice, as he thought you should be able to be an individual with your own ideas and to speak out about things you felt strongly about. Thomas Jefferson made the change by bring it in to the bill of rights (US Constitution, Amendment I, in module resources: p.6).
Jefferson advocated a political system that favoured public education- preferably not biased by any specific religious doctrine. He proposed a bill that would form public schools within every six square miles so that it would offer children who had no education the chance to learn to read, write and do arithmetic, as a child that could read and write would stand a better chance of being able to give themselves a better quality of life. Jefferson also thought having an education would help in later life to give people a better understanding of government (Segarra, 2013).
Jefferson always had a technological mind and felt that using new technology in factories, farms and households helped their development and made things more productive and this was important for the economy. He also wanted to see farming play a role in the US economy and this underpinned his reasons for purchasing Louisiana, as he wanted to use the land to try and make the US self-sufficient and reduce the national debt to give freedom from Europe (History Things, 2019). At the time he did not realize that he would also need industry to play its part for this vision to have any chance of success, but later on he encouraged this (Reference.com, 2020).
Even though Thomas Jefferson wanted to abolish slavery, he had slaves that worked on his plantation which he owned until his death, and over his lifetime he owned 600 slaves, 200 at any one time, and only released three of them in his will (Wiencek, 2012).  Jefferson was married to Martha Wayles Skelton, they only had a short marriage of ten years due to Martha dying at the age of 33 in childbirth (Ellis, 2020; History.com, 2009). After this, he lived with one of his slaves, Sally Hemings, who was also his wife’s half-sister, and was reported to have had more children with her (Ellis, 2020).   Jefferson did not release Sally from slavery in his will, but she was released anyway (History.com, 2020).
Jefferson wanted to stop the importation of slaves and by doing this he hoped it would stop slavery. In 1807 he signed an order making it illegal to import slaves into the USA (Mc.Namara, 2020). He also wanted to release all slaves born into slavery when they reached adulthood, at the time this was considered to be the age of sixteen. However, to do this it would be necessary to remove them from the country back to Africa or perhaps the Caribbean as they were worried about the slaves uprising against their former owners, as such uprisings have already occurred and did in fact come true on a number of occasions after slaves were released (History.com, 2009). 
After writing in the Declaration of Independence that ‘all men are created equal’, Thomas Jefferson believed African Americans and white people could not live peacefully or coexist in freedom together because he thought African Americans were inferior to white people and had similar views on the American Indians (History.com, 2009).  This is a contradiction to Jefferson’s claims as being an advocate for individual liberty and on paper appeared to want to abolish slavery; but he maybe should have started with his own slaves.  Even in death, Jefferson only released a chosen few of his slaves, the majority being sold on at auction after he died (History.com, 2020).
Jefferson caused confusion amongst some as to whether he was a Republican or a Federalist as his words clearly did not always follow his actions. An example of Jefferson’s words contradicting his actions would be the Louisiana purchase where he negotiated and executed a deal with France (History Things, 2019).  Jefferson himself stated he knew he was ‘operating outside the scope and intent of the constitution’ (Mason, 2020).  This is a clear example of why people of America and the press believed Jefferson was a Federalist by abusing his power to his own advantage. Another reason to consider Jefferson as a Federalist is he called the Federalist papers written by Alexander Hamilton, John Jay and James Maddison, in 1787-1788 ’the best commentary on the principles of government which ever was written’ (Library of Congress). Lastly, but maybe the most poignant statement Jefferson could make, was said by him at his own inauguration: ‘we are all republicans, we are all federalists’ (Founder of the Day, 2020). This seems an odd thing to say as he had spent the last few years trying to discredit and dismantle Alexander Hamilton and the Federalist party.
In conclusion from the evidence provided, it would appear that Jefferson’s attitude towards government was that people should have freedom of speech and equal rights, although his personal behaviours contradicted this. He wanted to abolish slavery, but not for his own slaves, and he wanted everyone to have the chance to be educated and to influence government but not the African Americans and American Indians as he felt they were not intelligent enough. 
Jefferson was keen for technological progress in industry to speed production and raise the economy and for the country to become self-sufficient through farming. Jefferson wanted America to not only remain independent from England and other European states, but to also govern itself as separate American states.  He saw this as the best way to help the middle-class population flourish and the economy to grow.
Thomas Jefferson accomplished most of his goals, but he could have pushed harder to see more of them be achieved.  He also sometimes only seemed to follow through with some of his views when it suited him and when it would work to his own advantage, particularly slavery. 
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