The National Health Service Act 1948

Health care organisations, institutions and professional’s work around the clock playing a vital role in our health and wellbeing, this essay will look at the Beveridge Report and in what way it became the structure of how it all started. It will inspect previous Prime Ministers, Winston Churchill and Clement Attlee to see what measures they implement in order to establish our National Health Service. This essay will also review the popularity of the National Health Service Act when it passed through parliament and what it meant financially. 
Winston Churchill’s first job as Prime Minister was to bring together Labour, Conservative and Liberal politicians to form a coalition which governed Britain in 1940. During the war, William Beveridge was appointed to write a report looking into post-war social security in Britain. This report was published in 1942 under the title Social Insurance and Allied Services and was seen as vital in order to rebuild Britain. (Childs, 2001) Within this report Beveridge outlined 5 ‘giant evils’ the Government must address in order to overcome poverty. These evils were, want, disease, ignorance, squalor and idleness. Focusing on want and disease, the first of Beveridge’s proposals came into effect after the war, this was the starting point for a new welfare state. (BBC, 2018) The National Insurance Act played a huge part in creating a National Health Service (NHS), free to all `from the cradle to the grave’. (Childs, 2001)  Henry Willink who was Minister of Health under Churchill’s coalition Government bought in the National Health Service White Paper in 1944. Using Beveridge’s report as a reference he outlined a plan showing the Government’s proposals, in which local authorities would plan and administer hospitals in their area and that General Practitioners (GP) would become salaried. (Rivett, 2018) There was some opposition, coming mainly from the British Medical Association (BMA) as they wanted GPs to be allowed to carry on as independent or private. Willink did produce a compromise but despite this, his efforts was not enough. (The National Archives, 2018) Then on the 8th May 1945 World War Two ended in Europe and Churchill declared victory, just 15 days later on the 23rd May the coalition Government went their separate ways.  (BBC, 2011) The biggest change in British history was yet to come, in the 1945 general election when Labour took a massive 48% of the vote, with that Winston Churchill was no longer Prime Minister and appointed in his place was Clement Attlee, Churchill’s deputy in the coalition. (BBC, 1997) Clement Attlee announced that his new Minister in Health would be Aurenin Bevan.  Bevan was soon put in control of numerous projects, one of these being the almighty challenge of trying establish a National Health Service. Bevan looked into different possibilities and before long was producing a Bill before Parliament for a fully Nationalised Health Service funded by taxation. (Loundon, Horder, & Webster, 1998) The NHS Bill 1946, unlike white paper proposed nationalising hospitals, having access to advice, specialist care and treatment. The bill demanded no limitations, that it would be based on need and not the ability to pay and most important that it would be free at the point of delivery. (The National Archives, 1946) Despite further opposition from the BMA over concerns of responsibilities and pay, Bevan went ahead and the Bill was passed through Parliament in July 1948. A ‘remarkable experiment in health care’ (Webster, 2002). The National Health Service Act bought a number of medical organisations together under one banner and took control of numerous local and voluntary hospitals and as a result the NHS provided a wide range of medical services, it provided access to doctors, prescriptions, dentists and opticians all free at the point of delivery although some charges were introduced later on. (Lovell & Cordeaux, 1999) The National Health Service Act altered the lives of many, it suddenly meant a bit of breathing space for those who were ill and previously been unable to afford such treatments. The most common diseases in children were now getting treated thanks to the supply of antibiotics. The NHS became so in demand that by 1953, 26.1 million glasses & 6 million sets of false teeth had been provided (Lowe, 1999) and within the first year, the NHS had excelled its budget by almost 40%. Bevan thought that the high demand for such amenities would reduce as illnesses were cured but that was not the case. As people started to grow older new medical technology and drugs needed to be introduced meaning this would endlessly increase costs and 60 years on, it seems like no amount of money will be ever enough (Independent, 2008)
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion the Beveridge Report was the starting point of the NHS and with that Bevans work has, had and will continue to have an everlasting effect on Britain, it has changed and will continue changing the lives of many for future generations.  After numerous reforms since 1948 the NHS service remains committed that their core principles, have not and will not change. These are, that it be available to everyone, to be free at the point of delivery and for it to be based on need and not the ability to pay and even though costing is a major issue within the NHS, the NHS is arguably the best thing that could have happened.
Sara Ward wrote the grey sections and Samantha Clarke wrote the white sections.
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