Charly Finn: 1501372                                                                                                           November 3rd, 2017
AHMS6004 - Portfolio Part 1 
Amatus of Montecassino - The History of the Normans (Book One)
[We find in the first chapter of the History of the Normans that] at the end of France there is a plain filled with woods and fruit trees. In this narrow place lived a great number of very robust and strong people who had previously lived on an island called ‘Nora’. And for this reason they were called ‘Normans’ that is men of ‘Nora’, for ‘man’ in the German language is the equivalent of [the French word] ‘home’. This people had increased to such a number that the fields and orchards were not sufficient for producing the necessities of life for so many.
Therefore, they scattered here and there throughout different parts of the world, that is, in various lands and countries [for different countries are called ‘climes’ according to the diverse disposition of heaven]. Abandoning little in order to acquire much, these people departed, but they did not follow the custom of many who go through the world placing themselves in the service of others; rather, like the ancient warriors, they desired to have all people under their rule and dominion. They took up arms, breaking the bond of peace, and created a great army foot soldiers and horsemen. Now we shall tell you how they scattered throughout the world and made their way.

This extract is from Amatus of Montecassino’s work, The History of the Normans, and is thought to have been roughly completed within a year or two either side of 1080.[footnoteRef:1] Unfortunately, there is no surviving original Latin text of Amatus’s work; however, a fourteenth century French version does exist.[footnoteRef:2] This counts to be significant since his work was considered important enough to translate as well as becoming a part of French history; the fourteenth century translation is still used as a way for the French to connect themselves to their ‘Norman’ heritage, clearly displaying how important this text is. Amatus was a Benedictine monk of the Abbey of Montecassino, active during the late eleventh century.  [1:  Amatus of Montecassino, The History of the Normans, trans. by Dunbar, P. N., and revised. by Loud, G. A., (Woodbridge: The Boydell Press, 2004) p. 1, and K. B. Wolf, Making History: The Normans and their historians in Eleventh-Century Italy (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1995) p. 6.]  [2:  Amatus of Montecassino, The History of the Normans, p. 1.] 

Although histories written about the Normans were not innovative at this time; The History of the Normans was the first history to be written in Southern Italy and more remarkably Amatus seems to have been uninfluenced by previous Norman history works such as Dudo, of St. Quentin.[footnoteRef:3] This makes Amatus’s history especially significant when comparing against others across Europe at this time. Such as, if one were to try and understand the impact of the Normans, his work would give great insight due to many contemporary Norman historians having eerily similar opinions to one another even though they are unaware of the others works.  [3:  Ibid. ] 

Amatus’s history of the Norman was written in a time when Southern Italy was conquered and united by the Normans. By the time Amatus was writing, the Normans were a patron of the Abbey of Montecassino, causing the thought of how much this detail affected the way in which Amatus wrote about them.[footnoteRef:4] An additional effect to Amatus’s writing of the Normans was that they now had papal backing, which would have meant that the Christian community of Southern Italy, specifically, Montecassino would have supported the Normans also.[footnoteRef:5] Therefore, there could be no surprise that the history of the Normans written by Amatus appeared to have favoured them.  [4:  Amatus of Montecassino, The History of the Normans, pp. 8-9.]  [5:  Amatus of Montecassino, The History of the Normans, pp. 8-9, and J. J. Norwich, The Normans in the South, 1016-1130 (London: Longmans, 1967) pp. 125-127.] 

With this in mind, the extract is from Amatus’s book one of The History of the Normans. The first part of this extract is a depiction of the Normans who had arrived and settled in Northern France, Normandy. While the second part is, almost similar to being a summary within itself, of the Norman’s attitudes during their branching away from Normandy, such as how they did said branching. 
As already stated the first part is of the current Norman settlements in Normandy. The first couple of lines are giving a glowing representation of the Normans and their land, which is ‘filled with woods and fruit trees’ and that in this place lived ‘robust and strong people’. These comments give the impression of a land that is well looked after and fruitful and that only the Normans were the kind of community to be able to do this. The following lines are breaking down the name of the Normans and how they came to be called as such. Thus deepening their legitimacy to the land since their community was now called the men of ‘Nora’, the Normans, as well as linking their name to French origins furthering the connection even into the rest of France. These ties to the land can be seen as the Normans way of clarifying to everyone that they are meant to have these lands and that many histories, such as this one, make sure that they are indeed writing that this was the case; since it is the written word that will last. 
The final line of the first part and the continuation into the second are referring to a group of Normans that felt the need to scatter and find land for themselves in different parts of the world. It seems clear from this moment that the Normans come across as hungry for personal glory; from this section it is evident that they need to find their own patch of land elsewhere regardless of the fruitful land that they currently resided in.[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  M. Barber, The Two Cities: Medieval Europe 1050-1320 (London: Routledge, 1992) pp. 228-229.] 

The final part of this extract depicts the way in which the Normans went about such migration, focusing mostly on their attitudes towards other communities that were not their own as well as the Norman’s expectations for their “new world” that they were setting off to make. There seems to be a sense of optimism here, the usage of words such as ‘abandoning little in order to acquire much’ is now making one think that Normandy is nothing compared to what is to come for the Normans; likely making reference to Southern Italy and Sicily, which the Normans had occupied by the time of Amatus’s writing. 
Amatus appears to have inputted some opinions of how the Normans achieved their new lands, these can either be understood as the common opinion of the Normans, or it could reflect Amatus’s own personal opinion of the Normans. It is stated that they did not simply go to these lands and follow the customs but rather they assumed their own rule, with Amatus making a comparison of the Normans to ancient warriors, likely due to their intimidating reputation. However, it is also stated that the Normans broke the peace and created large armies of both foot soldiers and horsemen, this is a clear reference to the Norman’s Scandinavian past but more specifically their military prowess and their strong belief that they were entitled to their own lands whichever such lands they found themselves on.
Overall, this extract gives a small indication of the thoughts that were becoming more and more associated with the Normans, including their approaches to land and towards those whom occupied them. Within such a snapshot of information it is possible to see the changing of opinions from Amatus, he makes reference to how well the Normans had done within Normandy however, the views change when it comes to the Norman’s search for new land. This however, could be an indirect observation of the Normans in Southern Italy and Sicily, ultimately showing the true thoughts of Amatus.
In spite of this, the extract’s changing of opinions may have an alternative agenda as it gives a large range of characteristics that can form the Norman’s reputation. Therefore, if the two parts were reversed, it would suggest that the Normans at first are unwelcomed or even brutal in their approach but instead are the strong, able people to make a land great. Nevertheless, this extract gives a diverse viewpoint into the Norman’s attitudes towards ownership of land and it simply adds to the debate of who the Normans were and what they represented.     
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