Reconstructing Landscapes: 
Molluscan Evidence at Easton Down Long Barrow, Wiltshire

Study of Absolute molluscan diagram from Easton Down Long Barrow (Whittle et al. 1993)
Changes shown in the diagram-
The diagram shows that the base of the sample in ED1V, between 19-12cm, which is in the soil of the barrow before the construction of the mound, contains mainly molluscs that favoured a shady area in woodland with some intermediate species included.
In the next layer at 12-3.5cm there are is a rise in the number of open country species, and at 3.5-0cm open country species open country molluscs are predominant.
The sample then incorporates the ditch fill soil at 180-171cm open country species still dominate, and then at 153-135cm they are replaced by shade loving molluscs. The next layer shows an increasing number of woodland shade-loving species at 171-153cm, and this continues in the layers at 153-135cm and 135-92cm, with open-country species almost absent.
There is then a decrease in shade-loving molluscs at 92-79cm with species of open country and intermediate molluscs increasing.
At the level of 79-65cm there is a mix of intermediate and open country species, and then at 65-57cm the numbers and species of molluscs declines. The last layer at the top of the ditch shows a few open country and intermediate species.

Interpretation of changes-
The samples of molluscs indicate that the area was originally a fairly shaded woodland area which was then cleared for cultivation and eventually it became an open grassland area. Around the time of the construction of the mound there had been some further regeneration of woodland followed by clearance.

Time periods of changes-
Early Bronze Age construction with clearance of woodland followed by cultivation of the land eventually reverting to open grassland.
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