From the list of theories and anthropologists discussed, select one theory and critically analyse its relevance and limitations in contemporary contexts. (500 words). 
Your commentary should summarise the key findings and arguments of the theory, inviting attention to the present-day social context and offer a critique and assessment of the usefulness of the theory discussed.                             
Structuralism.
      Key figures in this field of research are Claude Levi Strauss (1908-2009) and Sir Edward Leach (1910-1989).
      ‘Levi-Strauss’ structuralism views culture as the symbolic expression of the human mind.’ (Moore, 1977). Structuralism theory proposes that cultural elements of society cannot be defined if they are considered as isolated, stand- alone subject matter. It postulates that specific behaviour patterns cannot be singled out and understood whilst detached from the bigger picture. Therefore, consideration of the whole is necessary to give context to truly understanding a society’s cultural expressions. Structuralism theory focuses on how patterns of behaviour integrate and how they fit together and is consequently a dynamic narrative to fit the ever adapting and morphing social landscape. To put this in context, a quote from the man himself, as regards structuralism on language, Levi Strauss states ‘a new focus on the relations between terms rather than on terms.’ His theory can be applied to all aspects of social and cultural elements of society. It could be classified as a wholistic view, rather than scrutiny of an individual part. 
     Levi-Strauss’ theory received lots of attention in the 60s and 70s during an ongoing debate between himself and Satre concerning structuralism versus existentialism. Levi Strauss’ theories have been both widely acclaimed and criticised, as to wether or not they are relevant today, according to the British anthropologist Edmund Leach (1983) ‘ social anthropology…’would not exist in its present form if it had not, in recent years, developed a dialectical relationship with the work of Claude Levi- Strauss. I know of no British social anthropologist who has ever declared an unqualified enthusiasm for structuralist anthropology of a Levi-Straussian sort, but likewise there is today no British social anthropologist who has not been deeply influenced by Levi-Strauss’ work’. Levi Strauss was admired for his breadth and depth of scope in the field of anthropology, despite there being many who disagree with some of his theories, all seem to agree that Levi Strauss was a great mind of his generation and that his work will continue to effect contemporary anthropological debate. (Moore,1977. Pp226). Cultural critic George Steiner (1977; 241) wrote that the relevance of Levi-Strauss’ work ‘on the notion of culture, on our understanding of language and mental process, on our interpretation of history is so direct and novel that an awareness of Levi Strauss thought is part of cultural literacy’.
    In conclusion, I like that this theory is all-inclusive, it makes sense to not isolate certain elements, the dynamic of all surely leads to improved insight and understanding.
Glossary;
Existentialism- a philosophical theory or approach which emphasises the existence of the individual person as a free and responsible agent determining their own development through acts of the will. 
Structuralism- a method of interpretation and analysis of aspects of human cognition, behaviour, culture and experience, which focuses on relationships of contrast between elements in a conceptual system. 
Epistemology-the theory of knowledge, especially with regard to its methods, validity, and scope, and the distinction between justified belief and opinion.
Emic- research within the social group.
Etic- research from outside the social group.
Ontology- the branch of metaphysics dealing with the nature of being.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Phonemes- any of the perceptually distinct units of sound in a specified language that distinguish one word from another.
Representations- Strauss and Durkheim use representations to refer to beliefs, sentiments, norms, values, attitudes, meanings. 
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