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[image: ]This is a very thrill-seeking adventure tourist destination in Central America. There are many activities for tourists to see such as trekking up volcanoes, going through the rainforests to see the different animals and take in the beautiful colonial cities in Nicaragua which also gives Nicaragua one of the most picturesque views with its volcanic outcrops. 
Nicaragua is a Spanish-speaking country in Central America neighbouring Costa Rica and Honduras. A lot of tourists would most probably not take a second look at Nicaragua because one of the most popular tourist destinations in Central America is Costa Rica as it is known as a perfect destination for families, weddings, wildlife and culture which is probably why Nicaragua is a not very well-known country. 
Nicaragua’s capital city is Managua and two other main cities are Leon and Granada. 
Top tourist attraction is Volcano boarding down Cerro Negro an active volcano which last erupted in 1999. 50-minute drive from Leon and a couple of hour’s uphill hike but it is well worth the visit. There are many volcanoes that people can hike up. 
Eco-tourism is a common type of tourism in Nicaragua as there are many natural places to visit in the country and volunteering is a good part of the developing country as it is very welcoming to people who are willing to give up their free time to help them. 
According to Worldometers the population in Nicaragua is 6,325,919 which is 0.08% of the entire world’s population. In the ranking of the population, Nicaragua comes 110th in the world because there is an obvious difference between Nicaragua’s population and China’s population of 1,420,062,022 which shows that Nicaragua is a small country. 

From Nicaragua Solidarity Campaign Maddicks says that in 2016 1.5 million people visited Nicaragua which brought in $720 million into the country and it created 100,000 jobs for the country. 







Economic Impact 




Looking at the Economic Impact 2018 Nicaragua 10.4% is the GDP of global tourism and the direct travel and tourism GDP growth in 2017 was 4.6%.
In the tourism spending sector, it is shown that 85.4% of inbound and domestic spending was leisure spending where business spending was only 14.6%, these figures show that the percentage of leisure spending has risen from 82.9% in 2016 and the business spending has decreased from 17.1% in 2016. This shows that there are more tourists are visiting Nicaragua for leisure rather than business as not many people need to travel for business because more people are able to use the internet and video calls rather than traveling for a meeting. Also contributing to the GDP of the country is the domestic spending which is 42.7% of travel and tourism GDP and the foreign visitor spending generates 57.3% of the country’s GDP which shows that the country relies on the foreign visitors with their economic impact on the country. However, in 2016 the domestic spending was 50.1% which shows that fewer people are spending as the figure has decreased and the foreign visitor spending was 49.9% which is an increase in the economic impact and that the country  relying more on the visitor spending for the economy to maintain its balance. This can demonstrate how the tourism industry is changing with time and it could be for the better with tourists helping the local economy. 
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Attractions 



 
· Cerro Negro an active volcano where tourists can volcano board down the volcano.
· Snorkelling on the islands where it is possible to go scuba diving 
· Zip lining through forests 
· Tourists are encouraged to go on a “Coffee Route” in the north where tourists can visit coffee farms to see how coffee is made along with exploring the countryside. 
· Cathedrals- there are many Cathedrals all around Nicaragua as it is a very religious country. 
· [image: ]ChocoMuseo in Granada - Chocolate factory where you can participate in a group tour on how to make chocolate from scratch. 

Transport




· Nicaragua has a lot of public transport as there are many buses that tourists can catch from anywhere or there are bus parks with local people trying to sell food on the bus and tourists need to be on the bus first to be able to get a seat otherwise people need to stand. However, it can be too hot for some people which can cause them to faint on the bus. There are spaces on top of the bus where people tie up baggage on top of the bus to secure the bags. 
· Using a taxi, they need to ensure that it is a registered taxi company for their safety. 
·  To travel to different islands there are boats and ferries available at certain times for visitors to explore the different islands in Nicaragua. 





Accommodation 



· For many travellers and back-packers they would usually stay in a hostel if they are in cities such as Leon or Granada as many backpackers travel to these famous landmarks. It would cost the travellers around US$5-10 a night. 
· According to Rough Guides popular accommodation are Nicaraguan hospedaje which is more of a family run basic hotel which is a bedroom and a fan where people are sharing facilities with other guests this would cost around US$5-15 for a double. 
· Hotels can be more luxurious in Nicaragua which are more common in larger towns where they can include more services as in car rentals, tours and in the hotel rooms there is most likely cable television and air conditioning, this can cost around US$20. 
· Nowadays because of the cheaper accommodation prices in Nicaragua less people are camping however if they do want to camp it is suggested that they go to a beach hotspot such as Isla de Ometepe, Corn Islands or San Juan del Sur. 
As many travellers would be trekking they would probably be searching for cheap accommodation where they would only need it to sleep as they would be out adventuring for the rest of the day. Pre-booking a room is available to do so on websites like Booking.com however it is also possible to book accommodation whilst travelling around the country as there may be spaces in the accommodation. 

Festivals and Events are a great way to learn about the culture and community of the country where in Nicaragua there are festivals for example Semana Santa as the country is Catholic this is an event celebrated with food and drink and this celebration is celebrated the week before Easter. Also, there is Palo de Mayo which is a pagan festival to celebrate fertility, rebirth and the end of the rainy season with dances, costumes and parades around the country. With this you have one of the festivals which means a lot to the locals and that is Crab Soup Festival: Corn Islands which celebrates the end of slavery within Nicaragua in 1841 where people celebrate by cooking crab soup on the beach. 

History of Managua 
Managua is the largest city in the country and was assigned capital city of Nicaragua in 1857 after the other cities Leon and Granada came to a conflict and Managua was then appraised capital of the country. In Managua two of the main crops that are grown are coffee and cotton according to britannica.com. The Pan American Highway is a highway that connects the north and south of America which is one of the forms of travelling in America otherwise it would be the international airport in Managua which brings in many visitors.

Local culture  
Gallo Pinto is known as the national dish of Nicaragua where people eat this meal daily as it is fried rice with onions and sweet peppers with red beans. It is always encouraged to try new foods so that people can try and digest a new culture by experiencing the different foods, fashion styles and traditions where each person can learn something new when they travel and it can be reversed as well so that the locals can learn from the tourists and the tourists learn from the locals.  
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Best time to travel 
The dry season starts in November and continues through into May where there are plenty of high temperatures reaching from 31 degrees to 35 degrees which makes it more appealing for people to visit during the drier months so that they can visit the beaches, colonial cities, volcanoes and the great outdoors without worrying too much about the rain. However, the months July-October are known as the rainy season where it is not a good idea to travel because the rainfall can cause disruptions to travellers as it can be dangerous to fly in some of the weather conditions. 
Religion 
Nicaragua is a very religious country as 90% of Nicaraguans are Christian, around 73% are Roman Catholic with 15% attending church. Within Nicaragua there are beautiful Cathedrals which most are open to the public and tourists and sometimes there might be some people praying whilst visiting one of these historical Cathedrals.  


Health and Safety 



According to the recent government safety and security measures people need to be aware of the safety measures that they should take before they travel to this country as from April 2018 there have been crimes committed in the country because of protests throughout the country. They have advised people to keep safe whilst they go out as there have been thefts, break-ins, muggings and tourists should be careful and not carry valuables with them. Also, it is advised by the government that people check the local information before the trip as it may have changed. Since the protests flights into Managua Airport has fallen because of the situation in the area which demonstrates the caution that needs to be taken before visiting the country. This is essential to research before visiting any country to ensure that it is safe to travel or to take extreme precaution whilst travelling.  Also check when the best time of the year is to travel because there are certain times of the year which is the rainy season and there can be storms in the country which can either endanger travellers or delay the flights. 

Useful Information 
When entering the country, they charge a fee and hand out a ticket which tourists must keep with them to be able to leave the country. To arrive in the country, tourists will arrive at Managua Airport and be using dollars however when people arrive in the country they will need to go to a local bank and exchange their dollars into the local currency which is Córdoba. 
For local tourist information a website visitnicaragua.us where people can find out information about the place that they are travelling to and it gives a lot of advice to people who have not travelled to the country before on what they need to do before they arrive.
Before travelling to a country like Nicaragua it is important to research beforehand what types of vaccinations will be needed and people can visit their local doctors to discuss how much it will cost for the vaccinations and when would be the appropriate time to have them.

With Maslow’s hierarchy of needs it can be said that most of the needs are essential when travelling to a destination at one point or another however, one of the factors that could go against the theory are the push and pull factors such as money and responsibilities as many people can only go away at certain times of the year which could mean that their holiday could go up. In addition, Maslow suggests that to achieve the top of the hierarchy people need to start from the bottom and work up to the top and it can all depend on the individual as not all the steps can be taken to reach the top. According to Plog (1974) there are three types of tourists the psychocentric type which can be very nervous people and would only travel to a ‘Safe’ destination, on the other hand there are the allocentric types of tourists who are more thrill seeking and wouldn’t mind traveling to a destination such as Nicaragua as it is a ‘unique’ destination and is an adventurous destination perfect for allocentric travellers.  Otherwise there are the midcentrics which most of the population would be in this category and it all comes down to social class as people in a higher class seem to be more allocentric as they are educated more than the lower class which are more psychocentric as they are more content by staying where they know they are going to be safe. Also, by analysing Cohen’s classification of Tourists (1972) there are a range of tourists from the Organised Mass who want to know everything that will happen and that it is a safe tourist destination. On the other side of the spectrum is the Drifter which is the type of tourist that will go somewhere and not have everything planned out by the minute and are a bit adventurous traveling to thrill-seeking destinations. With Butlers Product Lifestyle in mind Nicaragua could be a country that more people could visit the country as many of the younger generation are excited to visit more unique destinations around the world and they want more from their holiday which Nicaragua is a perfect destination.  
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