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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Is there enough education on County lines
INTRODUCTION:

Gangs and criminal networks who export illegal drugs around the UK, will use mobile phones called ‘Deal lines’. These networks are known as County Lines, exporting drug across multiple counties around the country. The gangs recruit children as young as seven, and vulnerable people to move and store the drugs and money because they are less likely to gain the attention of the police and are easily replaced (The Children's Society, 2023). These gangs will often use coercion, intimidation, violence (including sexual violence) and weapons. (Home Office, 2017)

Children under 18 are going missing more frequently, travelling the country and putting themselves in danger. Exploiting children is a form of grooming and County lines gangs may take advantage of the lack of structure, rejection, and sense of disconnection that young people may feel as a result of societal exclusion (NSPCC, 2022).

If parents, guardians, teachers and other adults could look for the signs at the initial stages, there is a chance that recruitment could be blocked, and the child safeguarded much sooner. Children are victims and need protecting from the gangs who exploit them so this study will determine if there is more that can be done to educate the children and adults in their lives, to stop them being exploited. The research conducted will explore how much education is offered in school, at extra-curricular opportunities and other areas in a persons social life. It will also seek to identify any gaps in the education system and whether county lines should be built into the curriculum. 

This subject was chosen by the researcher being the parent of a teenager. It is an important subject and one in which they believe more awareness is needed in the recruitment of children. The researcher has asked other parents what they know of county lines and, shockingly there are numerous parents who have never heard the term and the mechanisms of organised crime gangs.

Furthermore, there are numerous sources for safeguarding children and spotting the signs after individuals are suspected of being involved in exploitation. The Department for Education (2022) has published Statutory guidance for schools and colleges on safeguarding children and safer recruitment and The Children's Society (2018) has provided a toolkit which provides information and recommendations for helping young people who are at danger of or being trafficked for the purpose of criminal exploitation. This research will analyse the information that is in the public domain to educate individuals prior to them needing safeguarding to empower them to avoid the need for safeguarding altogether. Police engagement has positive effects and providing information to the right audiences can have positive impacts on these individuals lives. Knowles (2023) conducted a trial in two schools which resulted in evidence that educating individuals demonstrates attitudinal changes and make a difference, so the potential is positive. If the recommendations of this dissertation can help prevent one child from exploitation, then it is worthy for consideration.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

The aims of the study and objectives are;
1. To establish if County lines is taught enough to children in school.
2. Establish is there a lack of education from Police and other third party services?
3. Are there enough support services out there for victims of county lines?
4. Is there enough awareness for parents and vulnerable people into county lines to prevent exploitation. 
The steps I will take to answer the objectives are;
· Review the literature surrounding recruitment into county lines
· Use secondary information to evidence and collect information on County lines
· To conduct primary surveys with friends, family, Police officers, third party charities/organisations to ascertain their thoughts, ideas and recommendations on education of County lines.
· To collate, analyse and display both primary and secondary data to establish trends and identify areas for improvement and make recommendations.



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

There are several sources of literature that can be utilised as part of this research. A report commissioned by the government found the industry is estimated to be worth over £19 billion a year and 27,000 children in England and Wales identify as gang members, with 2,000 teenagers from London alone have been identified as having a link to county lines activity (Black, 2020).

Wroe (2021) has analysed safeguarding partnership in a large city region of England and there is research in exploitation in Glasgow and Liverpool (Robinson et al, 2019). The National Crime Agency reports that 88% of police areas in England and Wales have either an established or emerging County Lines problem in their area and it is affecting young individuals (Glover & Finlay, 2019 however, is there a gap in the research into urban area’s?

Similarly, there is research that Individuals are more likely to engage with a school liaison officer than any other officer as relationships can be formed. Positive engagement is more likely with individual PCSOs who patrolled their community, liaison officers in their schools, and police who assisted them as witnesses or victims. These interpersonal connections allow them to see past the uniform and build a relationship of trust. (Clayman & Skinns, 2012). The home office created the Safer schools partnership in 2009 and this recognised that early identification is crucial in addition to providing help for young people to deal with the risk of becoming victims and support for those who are (Department for Children, Schools and Families, 2009). 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

The primary research for this study will comprise of surveys with teachers, parents and other adults who have a way of educating children. This will determine the knowledge into country lines that adults possess. It is envisaged that teachers will know what County lines is so they will provide evidence of what information is in schools.

Asking teachers will give me their opinion on the current curriculum and if there is enough taught in formal education. I envisage that teachers and the school deal with difficult children which is likely to be enhanced with the introduction of county lines. It is therefore in their interest to assist with research.

Asking parents will tell me if there is even enough education for them. If a parent does not know what county lines is how can they educate their children.

People in extra curricular activities could educate and look for the signs too. 

There is potential to run a focus group with parents and children to establish optimum ways to get this information across and involving children will give them a voice on how to pass this safeguarding advice on. This could have ethical issues due to children ages so this is something that would need to be explored further.

Surveys and interviews will be the best methods to conduct the research. This will allow open and closed questions and stop the research going off on a tangent. The questions in this survey could be expanded on if this is required to include other types of exploitation and modern day slavery.

	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The intended participants in this research will be local schools. Emailing links to surveys will ensure anonymity and open the research to a number of people. Similarly, the researcher has access to a number of parents via WhatsApp groups and extra-curricular activity providers. This will ensure that the target audience is captured. Predominantly, the best way to conduct this survey will be questionnaires. Contact has been made with experts in the county line field with a view of the researcher participating in how police currently educate individuals. 

Targeting adults who have a duty of care to children will enable the research to have a broad view of opinions on information already in the public arena and identify gaps in the information that could be potentially filled.



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

An ethical issue that may arise is highlighting to parents their lack of knowledge in raising their child. This would need to be addressed prior to any research being discussed. The research may also highlight a gap in educating children that will need to be addressed. 



	TIME SCALE:

I plan on following the timetable set by the university.
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