


                         Place names of Scotland and their diverse origins
In this assignment I will attempt to describe some of the names of places within the location of Scotland and from where they originated. I will also evidence some of the meanings behind the names.
Place name examination is a vital tool for anyone wishing to learn about a locations past as names ,past and present offer details with regard to who lived in a certain place in a certain era, the speech that people utilised, and how they lived in relation to their customs and  employment.[footnoteRef:1]The investigation of place names can also provide a narrative regarding a country’s religion in a particular area over a particular time and give details in relation to the last names of people throughout the eras up until the present day.[footnoteRef:2] The methodology that is used to discover the meanings behind many place names can include the use of records from history or the government, ordinance surveys for the area of research and also published documents. The place names within Scotland are one example regarding Britain that attests to the many settlements and language alterations that span numerous eras in and around the British Isles.  [1:  ‘Shetland Place Names: Shetland’s Amenity Trust’,<https://shetlandamenity.org/shetland-place-name-project>,[Accessed 15/05/24].]  [2:  ‘Toponomy’, The Editors,Encyclopedia Britannica,(18/04/17), <https://www.britannica.com/science/toponymy>, [ Accessed 15/05/24].] 

Scotland’s place names make up are present today from its continued connections with the various peoples that arrived at various locations in the country over many centuries and the country contains place names that are made up of several speeches.[footnoteRef:3]Many of the areas of Scotland were founded prior the twelfth Century when the beginning of written testimonies were established.[footnoteRef:4]As with other places around the world the names within Scotland cast back to the speech that was prevalent at the period where the names are.[footnoteRef:5]Within the place names however there are said to be some challenges as there is more than one language present in their formation.[footnoteRef:6] [3:  S.A Kalina, ‘Toponomy of Celtic Scotland’, SHS Web of Conferences, (2023),164, https://doi.org/10.1051/shsconf>, Accessed 02/06/24].]  [4:  Simon Taylor, ‘Scandinavians in Central Scotland-By-Place -Names and Their Context, in Signs, Saints and Settlements,(Leiden, The Netherlands,2004),<https://10.1163/9789047405184009,>,Brill,< <https://brill.com/display/book/edcoll/9789047405184/B9789047405184_s009.xml>, [Accessed 11/05/24].]  [5:  William J Watson, The History of The Place Names of Scotland, (Edinburgh: Birlinn,1993), p.ix]  [6:  Simon Taylor, ‘Scandinavians in Central Scotland-By-Place -Names and Their Context, in Signs, Saints and Settlements,(Leiden, The Netherlands,2004),<https://10.1163/9789047405184009,>online, https://brill.com/display/book/edcoll/9789047405184/B9789047405184_s009.xml>,  [Accessed 11/05/24].] 

The notable languages included within the location are made up of Norse, Pictish,Cumbric, Gaelic and Anglican.[footnoteRef:7] The Celtic names of the places within the location of Scotland  are said to be of an earlier time than any of the others that arrived in the country.[footnoteRef:8] Before the Sixth Century it is thought that the language of Pictish was the prevalent speech in a large part of the location and as a result some of the names in the country begin with components of pictish.[footnoteRef:9]The dialect of Pictish is said to be one of initial forms of the Celtic speech and it was also thought to be related to the Brythonic element of the Celtic language in use prior to Gaelic speech coming to Scotland.[footnoteRef:10] Traces of the speech were left in the names of locations in the country and they can be seen especially via the places that have beginnings in Pit,Cat,dol and Aber.[footnoteRef:11] The names that are said to be of pictish origin can be determined via their location as there are very few place names that can be deemed to be Pictish in their entirety in regard to the speech as pictish was very much in similarity to the other the Brythonic languages labelled as Celtic and there are no written compositions in the pictish speech to compare the names.[footnoteRef:12]The place names that emerged from pictish are bestrewn around the country in such places as Aberdeen, and within a sizable northern swathe of the forth estuary and they also are thought to relate to the part of the country thought once occupied by pictish inhabitants.[footnoteRef:13] The time period that witnessed the disappearance of Pictish saw the speech superseded by Gaelic.[footnoteRef:14]Some of the place names of Gaelic speech are noted in locations that contain words such as Baile, from Bal which parallels Pet in the pictish tongue and both signify a meaning of village or farm.[footnoteRef:15]The place names that contain the medieval component of Baile ,or farm, around the Country include parts of Galloway, especially in regard to names of parishes there.[footnoteRef:16] Other names that are notable as Gaelic in origin in Scotland include Dundee and Inverness and these names include the component dun that is frequent throughout Scotland and also the component of Inver in Inverness, which is the Gaelic term for river mouth.[footnoteRef:17] [7:  Simon Taylor, ‘Scandinavians in Central Scotland-By-Place -Names and Their Context, in Signs, Saints and Settlements,(Leiden, The Netherlands,2004),<https://10.1163/9789047405184009,>online, <https://brill.com/display/book/edcoll/9789047405184/B9789047405184_s009.xml>,  [Accessed 11/05/24].]  [8:  William J Watson, The Celtic Place Names Of Scotland, (Edinburgh: Berlinn Limited,2004).]  [9:  William J Watson, The Celtic Place Names of Scotland, (Edinburgh: Berlinn Limited,2004).]  [10:  ‘Pictish language’, The Editors of Encyclopaedia, (25/01/22), in  Encyclopaedia Britannica, <https://www.britannica.com/topic/Pictish-language>, Accessed 22/05/24].]  [11: Andy Sweet, ‘Pictish/Brittonic Placenames in Scotland’,(01/04/13),in Stravaiging Around Scotland,< https://www.stravaiging.com/culture/placenames/pictish/>, Accessed 12/04/24].]  [12:  Paul Kavanagh, ‘The Language of The Picts’, (04/02/12),in Newsnet,<https://newsnet.scot/archive/the-language-of-the-picts/>,[Accessed 29/05/24].]  [13:  Paul Kavanagh, ‘The Language of The Picts’, (04/02/12),in Newsnet,<https://newsnet.scot/archive/the-language-of-the-picts/>, [Accessed 29/05/24].]  [14:   Paul Kavanagh, ‘The Language of The Picts’,(04/02/12),in Newsnet,<https://newsnet.scot/archive/the-language-of-the-picts/>]  [15:  Alex MacBain, Place Names Highlands and Islands of Scotland,(Stirling: Eneas Mackay,1922)p.7.]  [16:  Thomas Clancy, ‘Settlement Names of the Galloway Glens’,(29/09/23),in Place-Names of the Galloway Glens, <https://kcb-placenames.glasgow.ac.uk/settlement-names-in-the-galloway-glens/>,[Accessed 12/05/24].]  [17:  Thomas Mackay,’13 Fascinating Place Names and Their Meaning From  Gaelic, to Pictish, to Norse’,(26/01/23),in The Scotsman,<https://www.scotsman.com/heritage-and-retro/heritage/scottish-place-name-meanings-explained-400 2641/?page.4>,[Accessed 02/06/24].] 

Later centuries saw name changes via Viking decent into Scotland and their subsequent settlement in parts of the country. Many Scandinavian place names can be linked back to many influences and origins.[footnoteRef:18] The Norse communities came to Scotland as a result of raids from the location Norway.[footnoteRef:19] The territories that were established by the Norse were dominant within the Isles of the West and North of the country. [footnoteRef:20]The Norse influence was very profound,and from the period that they first formed communities beginning in the 8TH century they left their presence on the names of towns in the location, and this can be seen via the traces of their spoken language of old Norse left on many place names within parts of Scotland.[footnoteRef:21] The Traces of the language can be found in names  such as Wick in the North of the country which is thought to come from the Norse word for creek, as Scandinavian Vik.[footnoteRef:22] The effect of the language on Scotland and elsewhere in Britain such as York and Whitby in England is especially prevalent in particular areas of the Scottish islands which provide testimony to the speech of Old Norse.[footnoteRef:23]Although some of the names of have now altered  in modern terms, the dominance of the language is markedly shown throughout these northern parts of the country.[footnoteRef:24]  [18: ‘The Scandinavian Origins of Place Names in Britain’ The OS Team,(07/11/19), in Ordinance Survey,<https://getoutside.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/guides/the-scandinavian-origins-of-place-names-in-britain/>, [Accessed 17/05/24].]  [19:  Mike Darton, The Dictionary of Place Names in Scotland, (Kent: Dobby Publishing,1994), p. iv.]  [20:  Julian D Richards, Chapter 11 ‘The Scandinavian Presence’, in,
  John Hunter, and Ian Ralston, The Archaeology of Britain : An Introduction from the Upper Paleolithic to the Industrial Revolution, (London: Routledge, 1999),p.194.]  [21: Eman Sameh, ‘The Viking Legacy: Exploring Norse Mythology From Norway To Scotland’, (29/04/24),in, Conolly Cove,<https://www.connollycove.com/vikings-norse-mythology-norway-to-scotland/#:~:text=The%20impact%20of%20Viking%20heritage%20on%20Scottish%20culture,the%20local%20language%2C%20which%20borrows%20words%20from%20Norse.>,[Accessed 11/05/24].]  [22:  Jonathan Bennett, ‘The Norse Imprint: How To Spot A Viking Place Name’,(03/04/24),in The Viking Herald,< https://thevikingherald.com/article/the-norse-imprint-how-to-spot-a-viking-place-name/658>, [Accessed 24/05/24].]  [23:  Eman Sameh, ‘The Viking Legacy: Exploring Norse Mythology From Norway To Scotland’, (29/04/24),in, Conolly Cove,<https://www.connollycove.com/vikings-norse-mythology-norway-to-scotland/#:~:text=The%20impact%20of%20Viking%20heritage%20on%20Scottish%20culture,the%20local%20language%2C%20which%20borrows%20words%20from%20Norse.>,[Accessed 11/05/24].]  [24:  Rosalind Mitchison, A History of Scotland, Third Edn, (Routledge,2002,) P.2.] 

Shetland is said to have place names that are made up of almost all Norse speech which attest to the ancient past of the area.[footnoteRef:25]The speech within this location also contained a tongue labelled as Norn which came from the old Norse speech and was said to still be extant until around the 17th century.[footnoteRef:26] Place names here  that are deemed as Norse include Scalloway which is said to denote Norse for an enclosure used for meetings in the  Norse tongue, Skalivagr.[footnoteRef:27] [25:  ‘Shetland Place Names’, in Shetland Heritage,< https://www.shetland-heritage.co.uk/shetland-place-names>,  [Accessed 15/05/24].]  [26:  Laurie Goodlad, ’Shetlands Viking Legacy’,(19/01/21)in Shetland Islands of Opportunity, https://www.shetland.org/blog/shetlands-viking-legacy#:~:text=Shetland%20was%20once%20part%20of%20the%20wider%20Viking,spoken%20in%20Shetland%20until%20about%20300%20years%20ago.>, [Accessed 17/05/24].]  [27:  ‘Ancient Scalloway ‘In Scalloway Museum,(2018-2022),<https://www.scallowaymuseum.org/ancient-scalloway.html#:~:text=The%20name%20Scalloway%20%28Old%20Norse%3A%20sk%C3%A1liv%C3%A1gr%29%20means,the%20site%20of%20a%20Viking%20hall%20or%20%E2%80%98booths%E2%80%99.>,[Accessed 04/06/24].] 

Orkney is another notable area within the Scottish isles that the influence of Scandinavia can be attested via place names, and many farms, and other elements related to the landscape within the island of Orkney are prevalent in the language as this area was governed by nobles of Norway.[footnoteRef:28] Farm names as with a vast amount of other names in this location are coined after animals, property nature and land often with Norse components and it is thought that the location itself derived from the Norse word for Seal Island, Orkneyjar.[footnoteRef:29] [28:   Richard C Bates, Martin R Bates, Barbara Crawford, Alexandra Sanmark, and John Whittaker, ‘The Norse Waterways of West Mainland Orkney, Scotland’, Journal of Wetland Archaeology, 20.1–2 (2020), 25–42 ,p<https://doi.org/10.1080/14732971.2020.1800281>
]  [29:  Magnus Dixon, ‘The Place Names of Orkney’, in NorthLink Ferries, < https://www.northlinkferries.co.uk/orkney-blog/orkney-place-names/, [Accessed 02/06/24].] 

The later centuries saw the demise of the Norn speech within the island of Orkney as Scots replaced the language.[footnoteRef:30]Place names however that still remain in the location that have their roots in Scandinavian including Kirkwall and Eynhallow.[footnoteRef:31] [30:  Michael Barnes, (02/12/19),’Orkney Norn’, in the Institute For Northern Studies,<https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/research-enterprise/cultural/institute-for-northern-studies/blogs--exhibitions/mimirs-well-articles/orkney-norn.html>, [Accessed 21/05/24].]  [31:  Michael Barnes, (02/12/19),’Orkney Norn’, in the Institute For Northern Studies,https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/research-enterprise/cultural/institute-for-northern-studies/blogs--exhibitions/mimirs-well-articles/orkney-norn.html>,  [Accessed 21/05/24].] 

The twelfth century, saw the re-emergence of Gaelic within Scotland via the Gaels from Northern Ireland.[footnoteRef:32] The speech of Gaelic was said to have been a prevalent speech in the country and this can be seen via place names such as that of Aberdeen which attests to the communities that spoke in the tongue of Gaelic in the medieval era.[footnoteRef:33] The speech came via The borders of the coast of the east part of Scotland was the location where the speech of Gaelic was prevalent.[footnoteRef:34]The medieval place names in Scotland used themes that included saints’ names and many of these are in the western part of the country in areas such as Argyll which was acquired by the Norse until the 13th century when it was restored to the province.[footnoteRef:35] Argyll has many place names of many speeches that include Norse, Gaelic and pictish.[footnoteRef:36] [32:  Craig Neil, ‘A Guide to Scotland’s Languages’, In Out and About in Scotland, (2024), <https://outaboutscotland.com/scotland-language/?cst>, Accessed 01/06/24].	]  [33:  Dr Duncan Sneddon and Professor Michelle McCleod ‘Gaelic on The East Coast Past Present and Possible Futures’, Angus, Dundee City,
Fife and Perth & Kinross Councils,(November 2020),P.22,< <https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2021-03/Gaelic%20on%20the%20North%20East%20Coast%20UoA%20Nov%202020.pdf>, [Accessed 17/05/24].]  [34:  Dr Duncan Sneddon and Professor Michelle McCleod ‘Gaelic on The East Coast Past Present and Possible Futures’, Angus, Dundee City,
Fife and Perth & Kinross Councils,(November 2020),P.5,< <https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2021-03/Gaelic%20on%20the%20North%20East%20Coast%20UoA%20Nov%202020.pdf>, [Accessed 17/05/24].]  [35:  Giles H Cameron, The Place Names of Argyll,(London:D.Nutt,1906),preface.]  [36:  Giles H Cameron, The Place Names of Argyll,(London:D.Nutt,1906),preface.
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The place names within the location of the Scottish Isles have a undergone many alterations as the location has passed through time.The names have their origins in many tongues that have come into contact with the location  of Scotland over the many centuries for a variety of reasons that included migration and incursion. There have been many languages spoken in the country over the course of its existence before the country was bestowed with the name that it is known in modern day Scotland and still today these varying ancient and modern names are recognised in their many forms even today  names that signpost back to the ancient past.
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