Workbook; Improvisation

The definition of improvisation is;  the art or act of improvising, or of composing, uttering, executing, or arranging anything without previous preparation: 

Improv classes. I had never participated in an improvisational class like this one before. I had previously worked with creating and devising pieces of theatre based on ideas and other pieces of additional material, but I had never experienced an improvisation lesson. 
For our first few lessons , we focused on creating some ideas and characterizations for our eventual characters. I took inspiration from improv shows I grew up loving like ‘Outnumbered’* and ‘Whos line is it anyway?’*
We began some exercises in these sessions to get our creations more realised. I created a character called Talia. 
She lived alone , worked in an art museum , and her ex boyfriend had cheated on her with her best friend. Despite this , she still retained a joy in life. I wrote a monologue from the perspective of this character for one of our earlier assessments*
In week 3 , I began to work with Calon as his character Baxter. Ellie and I decided that he was to be the one who was both of our ex’s , as his story combined quite well with ours. We worked on an improvisation scene where Talia proposes to him and he doesn’t quite say no , but he definitely doesn’t say yes. 
It was an interesting scene to improv , and got a few laughs from our classmates. We decided to keep this in once we created our whole story. 
I began to create a few different scenes this lesson. Me and Ellie worked on a improv task where we had to use ‘yes , and’ at the end of every sentence. I found this very different and non-naturalistic , and was happy to use other ways of improv when working on new scenes.
We began to create postures and vibes of our characters , and we used and extenuated other people’s postures to show a caricature. This was a very interesting exercise as it showed me how different a person can physically look from a character , something that I took with me later on. 
We did speed dating as our characters. It was very interesting to me as it was clear which characters I worked well with , and who I wouldn’t mesh with at all. I was very amused to find that I didn’t gel well with characters I called friends in real life , and how that meant we had created our characters very well. 
We spent the next few lessons discussing how our scenes should go and workshopping them. I took away from this that some lines I found funny would not work if we changed certain contexts , and found some brilliant stuff came out of moving away from the written scripts and experimenting with new and bold material. 

We changed much from our script's original iteration. Our original script that I wrote up for scene three* changed completely throughout our improvisational work , and I ended up writing up an entirely new ending where they are not happily ever afters for any of our characters. This felt right for our characters , a sort of Murphy’s Law*.

Our group crafted a story based around our original stories
My character , Talia Valez , is based upon a series of iconic airhead blondes , her kindhearted idiosyncratic persona finally coming undone during the final act. She was based upon characters like Karen Smith from Mean Girls* and Kitty from Ghosts* , but much of her personality came from my improv tasks and the games we played as a cast. 
Talia , as a character ,  stayed practically as I envisioned her initially. Her personality stayed the same , as did her character arc and backstory. The only thing that changed drastically was her clingy-ness to Baxter , and her inability to notice what's right in front of her.  
Originally , Calon’s character Baxter was not at all linked to mine and Daisy’s character , and was only connected to Jule’s character Eddie as his roomate. 
Ellie’s character Daisy still had all the characteristics her character currently exhibits at the beginning of our sessions; she still was Talia’s friend , she still slept with Talia’s boyfriend and had an illegitimate child. However , none of our characters had any connection with Tim’s character.
Tim’s character has changed the most since its first iteration. Originally , ‘Charlie’ was an older man who was Daisy’s uncle , and was there to provide helpful knowledge to everyone who needed it. 
Since his character became quite redundant as the creation process for our show grew , we decided as a group to change his character drastically. 
He soon became the same age as the rest of our characters , 20-something , and became an ex of Daisy’s and an old school friend like the rest of us. 
 This added a new dimension to our plot. 
The plot of our story is told through three different acts. 
The first act is a rejected proposal , and it's clear to the audience that the lovestruck Talia and flirtatious Baxter both want very different paths from life. However , this is not explicitly addressed until act 3. 
In act two , everyone is at the reunion of their school. It is at this reunion that the majority of the main plot points take place. 
During the reunion , Daisy has sex with both Charlie (at the beginning) and Baxter (at the end). Talia starts to become suspicious of her boyfriend and best friend’s flirty behaviour. Talia gets on the mic and professes her love for Baxter , unintentionally informing all her ex-classmates of their failed engagement. 
As there was so much we needed to show in the second act , it was difficult having to piece it all together as a comprehensive script that could be understood by the audience whilst also including all the plot points. We managed to succeed here by improving many of the important plot hits and figuring out what worked in amongst the rest of the reunion scenes and what we could cut. For example , we cut out lines that referenced wedding dresses and the lack of clothes space the couple have. 
The final scene for our characters is the ‘The Games Night’ scene in the third act. This is the scene to have faced the most changes in improvisation. 
The bare bones of this scene have always been Daisy hoping to tell her best friend and father of her child about the pregnancy , but she keeps being interrupted by a series of miscommunications and eventual breakdown of relationships. Many things have been cut from this scene since its inception , such as a covid joke , hard hitting lines and some physical ‘chair-work’. We were even making changes up until show day , as it was pointed out to us that our characters would not regularly play ‘games night’ if they had been separated for years.
The reunion scene was a very difficult scene to create as involved every character having to interact and mingle with characters silently in the background whilst deftly walking into their own scene. 
As a group , we struggled with figuring out how to stage all of this in the beginning of the improv process. 
We had one session with an hour devoted entirely to being at the reunion , our scenes playing out as we (as our characters) ducked in and out of corridors and back rooms having conversations and noticing characters we never normally interact with on-stage. 
Personally , I found this exercise very informative as it helped me gain a scene of self in this scene. 
We decided to stick to this format for our party scene , and it eventually became a more condensed , stage-ready scene that still held the interaction and flow of that hour session. 

In our final production , we performed our production like we had in every rehearsal previously. However , due to our audience and the seriousness of the production , we all felt a collective push for our work to be the best it possibly could have been. Some lines I had , such as a repeated and confused ‘thanks?’ after the failed proposal , and a line during my love confession at the reunion , I got laughs I was not expecting. The laughs didn’t throw me as such , but pushed me to produce a better performance. 
As they say , an audience lifts a show. It definitely lifted ours. 
Our show ultimately went very well , and received much praise from our teachers and classmates. 
Overall , I have enjoyed the experience of creating and devising a character and her universe , and I am looking forward to carrying the skills I learnt and cultivated as I begin my second year. 

Bibliography;
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/improvisation - description of improv , (2023 , Wikipedia) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Outnumbered_(British_TV_series) - reference of improv show 
(2023, Wikipedia)


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whose_Line_Is_It_Anyway%3F_(British_TV_series) - reference of improv show
(2023, Wikipedia)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vQsClE9hPP5ut6IQ3MNWiDhzNAMeTFKcsW8pg_ADObM0-fkBWWddfbd6WcTqJzdgv-1cl88e26UiL6-/pub- monologue


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pOEH4lxzmMtvwprMeTBYXcgYUG84Y23XM89nDX2bz4U/edit?usp=sharing- original script 3

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Murphy%27s_law - Description of Murphy’s Law
(2023, Wikaipidia)



