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HPHI5004  Britain and the Great War 
Assessment One – Portfolio
Part 1
Review of Journal Article by Professor Angela Woollacott (1994)
‘Khaki Fever’ and It’s Control: Gender, Class, Age and Sexual Morality on the British Homefront in the First World War[footnoteRef:1] [1:   A. Woollacott, ‘Khaki Fever and its Control: Gender, Class, Age and Sexual Morality on the British Homefront in the First World War’, Journal of Contemporary History 29 (2), (April 1994) pp.325-347
http://www.jstor.org/stable/260893  [Accessed: 1 November 2019]] 

Professor Angela Woollacott is a contemporary and prominent historian whose fields of research and publications cover ‘Australian history; British Empire and postcolonial history; biography; political history; women's and gender history; transnational history; whiteness and settler colonialism’.[footnoteRef:2] [2:   https://researchers.anu.edu.au/researchers/woollacott-a [Accessed: 1 November 2019]] 

[bookmark: _Hlk23500910]Amongst Professor Woollacott’s numerous publications can be found extensive research and writing on feminism and gender; covering a diverse range of areas throughout the last century and up to the present day.  Professor Woollacott’s research of women and their societal place during the First World War feature predominantly amongst her historical works.  This article is just one of many researched works of Professor Woollacott and illustrates her knowledge, research and passion for feminism and gender.  Gerard J. DeGroot[footnoteRef:3] is amongst historical authors who have referenced the works of Professor Woollacott in their published works; discussing the First World War and the part played by women of all classes on the British ‘home front’.  This gives significant weight to the content and value of Professor Woollacott’s work. [3:  G.J. DeGroot,1996 Blighty: British Society in the Era of the Great War (Harlow: Longman)] 

The journal article ‘Khaki fever’, is written for academics and it could be strongly suggested that it opens the possibility for further study and questioning of what has been previously written and understood about  girls and women of the First World War.  The approach by Professor Woollacott to this area of feminism and gender in the First World War can be best described as revisionary; although many historical publications include talk of women, work and change, this article discusses attitudes and perceptions regarding sexuality and moral discourse with class distinctions.  Further, this article is in stark contrast to Arthur Marwick’s ‘Women at War’ which is more a writing of known facts rather than an investigation into deeper changes and perceptions of 1914 and beyond.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  A. Marwick, Women at War (Imperial War Museum: Fontana Paperbacks,2016) p.40  Marwick references the ‘National Council of Women, NCW Women Patrols 1914 to 1920 Wom. Coll. Emp. 42.7 in discussing the National Union of Women Workers (NUWW) and their rival Women’s Police Volunteers, the formation of patrols and the need to control ‘behaviours’.] 

Professor Woollacott begins this journal article with a strong first line, ‘In late 1914 an epidemic of khaki fever broke out across Britain’.[footnoteRef:5]  A hard hitting, firm and decisive statement and starting point for the reader.  In this opening paragraph Professor Woollacott outlines the concerns of the authorities and those of the middle to upper classes regarding ‘young women’s social and sexual behaviour’.[footnoteRef:6]   [5:  Woollacott, Khaki Fever, p.325]  [6:  Ibid Woollacott, p.325] 

The problem of sexual behaviour and morals amongst the poor is discussed and it is noted that it is not a problem purely arising from the onset of war 1914; indeed the welfare of young girls and the consequences of prostitution, disease and ‘white Slavery’[footnoteRef:7], led to changes culminating in the ‘Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1885’[footnoteRef:8] where the age of consent  was raised from 13 to 16 years of age.   [7:   Woollacott, A. p.335-336]  [8:   Woollacott, A. p.326] 

Professor Woollacott contrasts the attitudes towards prostitutes and ‘amateurs’[footnoteRef:9] of the previous century with the behaviours of those caught up in and suffering ‘khaki fever’.  The ‘amateurs’ of the previous century, she suggests, could be tolerated, but the description of those with ‘khaki fever’ are described as being far from pleasant and their social class within society being prevalent in the discourse. [9:   Woollacott, A. p. 326 ] 

The tone and the language used shows that there was a strong attitude change towards once ‘vulnerable’ young women to them becoming seen as vulgar in war time Britain of 1914 and forward.  This change and concern coming from upper and middle classes, whose high moral standing begins to be shaken.  
As soldiers arrived in towns Professor Woollacott writes about the excitement stirred up by people from all ages, genders and class.  This was new part of life, a whole new community experience that affected all, from the very poorest in society to the upper classes.  What had previously not been seen was the excited behaviour of young girls and women caught up in the atmosphere of soldier heroes in uniform about to go to war to fight for their country.  The excitement was attached to morality, those in authority not able to make sense of the outward emotions and zeal exhibited by females, and thus the term ‘khaki fever’ became a new term used by those who would go forward trying to find solutions for a perceived escalating moral problem.  As well as the moral discourse Professor Woollacott also discusses the rise of Venereal Disease (VD) and parliamentary acts brought in to try to deal with the rising problem; again, gender specific solutions were introduced, advancing the need to control poor working-class women.
Professor Woollacott suggests that ‘khaki fever’ was not just experienced by young girls, was not gender specific, and spanned across areas of society containing those who were unable to go to war ‘barred from direct war participation’[footnoteRef:10].  However, the perceived need to take control and protect society and the soldiers, gave some the opportunity to aid the war effort.  Middle to upper class women organised themselves into patrols, namely the ‘Women’s Police Service’ and their rival ‘Women’s Patrol Committee,’[footnoteRef:11] the policing of women by women and using the experience of age to and class to give legitimacy of control over their subordinates.  Professor Woollacott discusses the varying women’s groups, their top down attitudes and enforcement actions; noting that these middle to upper class women were also experiencing ‘khaki fever’ and partaking in freedoms of walking/patrolling in areas previously unacceptable for women of class and status.  The female fight for votes and greater autonomy may have been set aside for the war effort but Professor Woollacott writes of the career opportunities that women felt may become available post war and indeed it is noted that this was the case, although with limitations.   [10:   Woollacott, A. p.332]  [11:   Woollacott, ‘Khaki fever’ p.334-335.  Also, Marwick, ‘Women at War’ p.40 ] 

The sentiment behind the term ‘Khaki fever’ suggests that it was a societal disease for which there would be a cure; it was the upper to middle classes that are discussed as needing to find solutions and remedy. 
Professor Woollacott brings to attention that the early excitement was replaced by the need for women to work in place of the men gone to war, and that control, sexual morality and perceptions were more a fear of the times rather than a consequence of the beginning of the war.  
This journal article is refreshing in its approach to women during the First World War, discussing the changes, the controls, perceptions and approaches made to curtail issues of immorality and behaviours.  It leads the reader to question and delve deeper into social prejudices during the early part of the 20th century and onset of the First World War.  Professor Woollacott has used a plethora of references and researched the subject intensely; this is reflected in the reference lists and the numerous examples of prejudice and perceptions covered in just a few pages.  There is a lack of male perspective but although this may be of a disadvantage it could be said that given the innumerable amount of academic works available on WW1, male specific, it is time to take into account the ‘home-front’ from a feminist stand point and to allow for the voice of the working class women and girls to be heard and understood.  
The article also highlights the control of the upper and middle classes and their continued need to give moral teaching and lessons to their subordinates.  In the 21st century sexual morality, behaviours, control and solutions of the First World War may seem alien, but it can help academics in their social research of feminist issues, traditions and place within society and the changes over the last century.  Professor Woollacott’s journal article is well written, informative and although does not lay the blame of reactions to the phenomena of ‘Khaki fever’ to one specific area of society, there is a personable feel for her work, sense of understanding and empathy for all, regardless of the part that was played by each class and authority.  Top down control is not the answer to any societal issues, and this is very clear within this article.  An ability to have a voice is taken for granted within society of today; accepted gender specific behaviours are very different, women have many advantages, work, autonomy, sexual freedom and all of these are regardless of societal position.  The struggles, persecution, controls and parliamentary acts of the First World War lay foundations on which women could stand and call for change.  The article brings to the fore that whilst young men were fighting for freedoms of the empire, on the ‘home front’ battles were also being fought and challenges faced.  ‘Khaki fever’, a new phenomenon of the First World War, the article raises as many questions, as it answers.  This journal article is a perfect steppingstone to further study of women during the First World War.
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Document Review – ‘St David’s College Tutors Register 1899 to 1959’ 

Primary documents are an invaluable resource, giving insight and understanding to the society of our past; answering questions of curiosity and academic conundrums.  A single document standing alone can offer a great deal of information but used alongside other primary evidence, a document can paint a larger picture; it is with this in mind that the ‘St. David’s College Tutor’s Register, 1899 – 1959’ and the St. David’s College magazine of 1913 to 1915 have been chosen, for review, to assist in understanding the impact of the First World War at the Lampeter college.
	When opening the ‘Tutor’s Register’ the first information is an A to Z index of students; beyond this is the record of every student entering St. David’s College from 1899 to 1959.  The headings of each page show the following information:
1. Student number
2. Surname
3. Christian name
4. Parent’s name
5. Calling
6. Place of birth
7. Date of birth
8. Date of entry
9. Place of Education
10. Remarks
This basic information shows how many young men attended between 1899 to 1959; the area they came from; the work/status of parents, which was diverse; on page 109 of the register the following parent occupations are listed as, ‘Advertising contractor, dairyman, farmer, jeweller, sanitary supervisor, colliery engineer and butcher.’[footnoteRef:12] ; education establishment prior to St. David’s College is also noted; scholarship details, academic results and qualifications including progression details.  An addition to the entries, marked in red ink compared to the black ink of other entry details, shows those young men killed in the First World War.  The 3rd entry of page 1 of the ‘Tutor’s register’ shows an ex-student, aged 38, killed in battle during 1916.  There are further entries showing the medals that were awarded during the war.  It cannot however be concluded that the register entries are complete and exhaustible. [12:   St. David’s College ‘Tutor’s Register 1889 to 1959’ p.109 (Lampeter library archives)] 

From the ‘Tutor’s Register’ it can be established that students were not purely from an upper-class or middle-class background and that ages varied; page 109 shows ages ranging from 18 to 28 years[footnoteRef:13].  Already, at a glance, there is a valuable amount of information.   [13:   Ibid. ‘Tutor’s Register, 1899 to 1959’ p.109] 

	The document is all hand-written and it is to be assumed that the information is correct; however, there are examples throughout the entire document that do show error corrections and the A-Z index at the beginning of the register cannot be fully relied on to correspond with actual entries of the following pages.
	This document is a stepping-stone to discovering the effects of the first world war on St. David’s College.  Pages 100 to 129 show the impact of the war on numbers of students entering the college.  In 1912 and 1913 student numbers were 57 and 52 respectively but in 1914 the intake was down to 30 young men, and by 1918 there were as few as 10 young men entering the college.  The register reveals that in 1919, post war numbers rose, with 65 young men being newly enrolled.  
	The ‘Tutors Register’ has limited information, it does not show who enlisted and does not explain the increase in post war numbers, and so it is necessary to look at further documents from the time being studied; being 1914 to 1918.
The St. David’s magazine of 1915 offers additional primary insight into the effects of the early part of the war on the Lampeter college.  The magazine lists those enlisted in 1914 and early 1915.  The ‘Varia’[footnoteRef:14] of the first page tells of the reduction in resident students, the expectation of more gentlemen going to war, and brings attention to the ‘List of Members of St. David’s College Who are Serving Their Country’.[footnoteRef:15]  This records the names 54 gentlemen enlisted at that time.   [14:   St. David’s College and School Magazine Vol. 40, no.6 1915 page 1 ‘Varia’]  [15:   St. David’s College and School Magazine p.185-186.  On these pages are the 54 names and regiments of college gentlemen that had so far enlisted.] 

	Student reduction influenced the college activities, and this is noted within the magazine articles.  The ‘Rugger’[footnoteRef:16] society writes that ‘Rugby has been dropped’[footnoteRef:17] there were not enough resident young men to make up a team; the hockey and soccer societies managed some matches but noted that the deficiency of players had made matches difficult.  The traditional St. David’s day Feast was cancelled as a matter of respect.  The ‘Musical Society’ noted ‘…war has cast a gloom on the college’, [footnoteRef:18] this was partially addressed by a concert performance of ‘Trial by Jury’, the funds raised were for ‘the benefit of War Funds’.[footnoteRef:19]  Here can be seen that fundraising was prevalent within the college. [16:   St. David’s College and School Magazine, p.200]  [17:   Ibid. St. David’s College and School Magazine, p.200]  [18:   St. David’s College and School Magazine, p.201.  An account of the ‘Musical Society’ concert performance.]  [19:   Ibid. St. David’s College and School Magazine, p.201.  ] 

	The debating society throughout the term 1914 to 1915 was continuing.  Subjects debated varied and covered the questions of ‘clergy as combatants’, ‘Ireland and home rule’, and the ‘compulsory military training’[footnoteRef:20].  On reading the results of each debate war and the subsequent issues were certainly being discussed and argued at an academic level. [20:   St. David’s Magazine, p.195-196] 

	To put more context on these documents it is advantageous to also read the ‘The College Magazine-Memorial Number – 1920’[footnoteRef:21]  In this issue the names of the fallen during the war are seen in photo form.  No longer faceless names of a register.  33 in all lost to war. [21:  St David’s College, Lampeter. The College Magazine – Memorial Number  vol.XLl No.1 (located in the UWTSD library archives) ] 

These documents are informative and invaluable to exploring the effect of war on the college.  They do not show the effects on the wider community of war and so only give a limited picture but nevertheless they give insight into how intake numbers fluctuated, and the sacrifice of those who did not return from conflict. 
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