Graffiti at the Theatre in Pompeii
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.] Performance Related Graffiti 
· Lots of graffiti near the theatre refers to actors and performance culture.
· Crescens actor (CIL IV 10237) “Crescens the actor” 
· Placement of graffiti shows that it was intended for public visibility. 
· Functioned as commemoration or endorsement. 
· Writing in public spaces operated as a form of social interaction (Benefial, 2010).
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Figure 2: Graffiti spelling out an unknown name or word
Figure 1:  Graffiti depicting two gladiators 
Assertions of Presence
· Names and presence statements very common, often creating visual clusters.
· Marcus hic fuit (CIL IV 5296) “Marcus was here”
· Lots of names creates a striking effect. 
· Represents an alternate strategy for self-commemoration.
· Repeated inscription suggests the theatre was a socially significant site to assert identity (Milnor, 2014).

Explicit or Humorous 
· A wide array of sexually explicit, emotive and humorous texts and pictures can be found. 
· Restituta, teen me (CIL IV 10226) “Restituta, hold me” 
· Can be unexpected in an area of culture. 
·  Suggests that graffiti could have functioned as a way of negotiating relationships. 
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Political and Civic Identity 
· Although more common on streets and facades it can also be found by the theatre. 
· Lucretium dignum rei publicae oro vos facia (CIL IV 7992) “I ask you to make Lucretius worthy of the state” 
· Highlights overlap between entertainment, politics and public assembly 
· The theatre provided ideal environment for political messaging.
· Public space was ideologically plural rather than centrally controlled (Wallace-hadrill, 1994)
Figure 5: Graffiti depicting a horse
Parallels to modern day 
· Appears in high visibility places and is a form of asserting presence, identity and opinion outside sanctioned channels. 
· The same themes can be seen on graffiti today. 
· The emphasis on the placement mirrors modern day tagging
Figure 4: Graffiti showing a pattern of letters
Figure 3: Graffiti depicting male genitalia 
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