







What happened at Capel Celyn? How has the creation of the Tryweryn reservoir and the response to this

Introduction: A Scar on the Welsh Psyche
To the people of Wales the name ‘Capel Celyn’ will always remain a powerful symbol of sadness, bitterness and national resurgence. It is not just an image of a severely wretched lost little village, but a depiction of perceived oppression of the Welsh by foreign oppressors, which pr;lse of Wales’ language and heritage. Tryweryn reservoir scheme is linked with the Capel Celyn Village which was submerged to cater for water needs of the increasing population of Liverpool city and industries in the 1960’s (Stephens,  2024). This essay shall highlight the factors that led to the flooding of Capel Celyn, and highlight the effects of this flooding on the people of Capel Celyn and the long and political and cultural ramifications that have stretched even to the present day in Wales.
Capel Celyn: A Thriving Welsh Community
The village of Capel Celyn was a tiny, upland community once situated at Tryweryn Valley in the geographical area of France, Bala in Gwynedd. The area of the village and its post, school, a chapel and even a cemetery were purposely flooded in 1965. Twelve houses and farms were flooded, out of which 67 people, 48 of them the residents of the houses that were flooded, became homeless. This area is a village and the spirit of people was typically Welsh; people here were highly conscious of their cultural roots (Collinson, 2022). It was one of the last Welsh speaking societies in the area in which Welsh formed the most important portion of the spoken language system. It was simply not only a place where people lived but also the embodiment of the cultural identity of the Welsh people, the continuity of the customs and traditions for generations.
The fact was that Capel Celyn was not a fossil but a progressive society that integrated into the contemporary world. Thus, the village was not only traditional but was gradually coming to modern life accomplishment details (Howell, 2020). Some of them possessed radios and television sets; more houses were wired to the electric power supply system. This shows that what happened at Capel Celyn was the demolition of a community that had a future and not a community which was outdated and in the way of progress. The village epitomized “this particular kind of Welshness”; orientation towards the land the people who were primarily Welsh speaking. The population was involved in one of the richest folk cultures in Europe throughout the age of the Kingdom and later on until its unification with other Kingdoms (Marland, 2024).
Liverpool's Thirst: The Rationale Behind the Reservoir
The reason for constructing the Tryweryn Reservoir was therefore marked by Liverpool’s increasing water demands. This was a highly populated city and had greater industrialization hence the usage of water sources the area was more than that of the other regions. Liverpool Corporation, which was the local government of the city in the course of undertaking these developments, deemed Tryweryn Valley as appropriate to host a new reservoir because of its general lay of the land and rainfall conditions (Marland, 2024). The valley contained one of the largest watershed within Wales and the need to create this great water reservoir needed only a single dam. The Corporation justified the construction of the reservoir to serve its citizens and industries stating that its current stock was nearly depleted. The Tryweryn Valley was also on the northern side, and within fairly acceptable driving distance of Merseyside (Venture et al.  2021).
However, the decision to flood Capel Celyn for water supply to Liverpool has been considered as unnecessary. Critics have however insisted that the above need of Liverpool for more water was an overblown one to hide their real intent – to sell industrial water to other authorities profitably. It has also been established that Liverpool population had reduced in the decade before the decision which raised a question in the argument of Lionshead that water in the reservoir was required for domestic purposes (Atkins, 2018).
The Legislative Battle: A Victory of Pragmatism over Protest
This was done through the Liverpool City Council’s support towards a Private Member’s Bill on the transformation of the valley into a reservoir. This meant that if Liverpool managed to pass an Act of Parliament it became not necessary to need the consent of the local authorities. The bill regarding the Tryweryn Reservoir was introduced to the House of Commons in January 1957. The effect of the enactment of the said bill into law could see the Corporation of Liverpool undermine the Welsh planning authorities to get a Compulsory Purchase Order over all the land in the valley (Jones, 2022).
The move to flood Capel Celyn especially raised a lot of uproar and protests in the whole of Wales. The villagers cut down the trees, formed the Capel Celyn Defence Committee which protested, politically campaigned and petitioned for the liquidation of the scheme. In 1956, they protested, which to Liverpool two times to protest against such decisions. There was the call for signatures, public meetings were conducted, and cries in the media in wales for (Cunningham, 2007). The opposition was based on the following grounds: the elimination of one of the typical Welsh-speaking societies, the destruction of houses and means of subsistence, and the English authorities’ disregard for Wales’s interests (Runcie, 2023).
Nevertheless, the Tryweryn Reservoir Bill was approved in the UK Parliament contrary to the Welsh people’s sentiments in 1957. All 35 out of the 36 MPs representing the people of Wales voted against the passing of the bill, while the 36th MP refused to vote. The absence of support from the Welsh ministers on the bill gave evidence to many a nationalist of the lack of autonomy they possessed (Marland, 2024). However, the bill was passed due to the larger house of English Members of the Parliament who supported the bill. This outcome shed light on the workings of the UK political system, especially to the dominance of the Welsh by the English when making certain decisions.
The Drowning of a Community: The Physical and Emotional Toll
The taking of the Tryweryn Reservoir Bill as law is widely recognized as the first nail in the coffin of Capel Celyn. Formerly in the early 1960s, people were dumped from their homes, farms and all their businesses. Remuneration was provided, but only when it had been decided to indeed flood the Tryweryn Valley. This means the village was eradicated of its native population and LTW the valley that created the Llyn Celyn reservoir. It is up to 43 meters in depth and has a storage capacity of up to 71,200 mega liters of water (Venture et al. 2021).
In this respect, the flooding of Capel Celyn greatly affected the community to the worst. Houses, and homes of the families were erased, and people were displaced from their roots. The social setting of the village was thus disrupted because residents were relocated to other places. The destruction of the chapel and the school, the burial ground was significant for the loss of physical and spiritual heritage of inhabitants. The loss of the community’s home and perceived unfairness affected the lives of the communities who once lived in Capel Celyn profoundly (Rennard, 2021).
"Cofiwch Dryweryn": A Symbol of Welsh Resistance
The loss of Capel Celyn also generated tremendous political rage among those supporters of the nationalist politics and those who advocating for more Welsh self-governance. The event could also be interpreted as an indication of the complete absence of the Welsh factor in the form of rights to power against the construction of the English factor as inevitably superior. When Capel Celyn was flooded the phrase Cofiwch Dryweryn which means ‘Tryweryn’ was started to appear on walls and buildings in Wales (Rennard, 2021). The most famous one is a stone wall that is covered with graffiti near Llanrhystud, Ceredigion; this place has become very popular throughout the country. Its message is to remind the Welsh-speaking audience of the obliteration of a Welsh-speaking community and protect the language.
The “Cofiwch Dryweryn” wall has become one of the important elements marking the Welsh identification and standing up for what is right. It has still been graffitied and painted over many times, which manifest the continuous discords and sentiments regarding the incident that happened in Capel Celyn. The mural captured the zeitgeist (Evans, 2025). It spoke of the state of a nation. It is even something which was invented by the critically acclaimed writer and part-time academic of this generation’s familiar face, Meic Stephens, the father of Radio 1 DJ Huw Stephens. In spite of the fact that he contributed so much to Welsh literature, he said nothing had such an effect on the imagination of the Welsh people as the Cofiwch Dryweryn mural. White text on the blood red background, the red which is the color of the dragon, red of Wales, are signs of a will and determination to fight back and to answer a challenge (Stephens, 2024).
Political and Cultural Repercussions: A Catalyst for Change
Anyone in Wales knows that the flooding of Capel Celyn had significant repercussions on politics and culture in the region. It boosted Welsh nationalist sentiment, and Plaid Cymru, the Welsh nationalist party, got more votes in later years. The event also spurred the advanced organization for Welsh devolution to set up the Welsh Office in 1964, finally leading to the formation of the National Assembly for Wales (now known as the Senedd). It was also depressing event that raised the issue of the Welsh culture disaster, namely the Tryweryn tragedy (Collinson, 2022). It stimulated authors, poets, and composers to generate such creations that were to depict the sadness of the Welsh, their rage and determination. It turned into a symbol of the fight to defend the right of the Welsh language and culture against the potential threats from other cultures.
Direct Action and Militant Responses
It was however key the demand of justice where the Capel Celyn issue also led to severe protests. Mudiad Amddiffyn Cymru or Wales Defence Movement or MAC as it was known was created, which carried out sabotage by bombing an electrical transformer at the dam construction sight in February 1963. This led to the conduct of other bombing raids by MAC in the following six years. Power transformer was bombed by activists in February 1963. An Aberystwyth student got sentenced for his participation in blowing up and an electricity pylon was blown up as well. Although such acts were not endorsed by many, these acts indicated the level of dissatisfaction among some people in Wales (Cunningham, 2007).
Liverpool's Apology: A Gesture of Reconciliation
Liverpool City Council later on began an effort of compensation regarding the flooding of Capel Celyn and, in October 2005, apologized for the action done. The Council was also grateful to mention the many thousands of people from Wales who make their homes in the City. They have therefore in so many ways made the life of the City a richer one. It is established that Liverpool, particularly medicine and education in this case, has been of solid essence In helping the people of Wales. I feel the pain of forty years back when the Tryweryn Valley was flooded for opening the gates of water source for Liverpool (Runcie, 2023). If the predecessor Council has offended in any way at that time, then we tender our regrets and hope and pray for the relationship between Liverpool and Wales to be as they were in history and as it should be –cordial.
When writing about how the apology allowed Gavin to feel hopeful again, Letitia reflects some of the feelings of those in Wales, who received the apology as a positive sign. Others however opined that they were insufficient and they did not tackle some of the major aspects of power and unfairness that the Tryweryn case signified. At the same time, some people of the town of Bala agreed with the move while others claimed the apology to be a mere ‘’useless political gimmick’ and was given at the wrong time (Marland, 2024).
Jones, (2022) link individual memories and personal narratives to memorials and markers related to Capel Celyn and its legacy. To this day people in Wales can still find the memory of the Capel Celyn very fresh in their mind. Although water has rendered the village itself inaccessible, there is a memorial chapel of R.L. Gapper of Aberystwyth built at hte site of the reservoir and the stones used to erect it were culled from the current village. The memorial chapel is situated in the northwest by the side of the Llyn Celyn. Originally it was constructed on the former moor of Gwern Delwau and it was collected from this and from the stones from buildings removed when the reservoir was created, of which the initial Capel Celyn. The existing grave-stones which are placed in the area of memorial garden come from Capel Celyn and the boulder field walls encompass it contain the stone which indicates the year of the original chapel construction. The sharply pointed window which is an element of the project was oriented to face the location of the first chapel. Gapper’s vision for the building was of a boat because the entire culture and religion of the people had to be saved and come ashore; hence the local and reclaimed stone was chosen to gruel the building to the ground (Rennard, 2021).
On the other hand, the Tryweryn event has a dual characteristic. To the people of that era it was the last opportunity to do battle for the destruction of the Welsh language and culture. Tryweryn’s memory has therefore changed in meaning or significance in both the cultural and the political contexts. Nowadays, it refers to the link between Wales and England. Although Tryweryn can be regarded as the step forward in the process of Welsh devolution it also symbolizes that England remains the overwhelming power.
Conclusion: A Continuing Dialogue
Indeed, Capel Celyn story is a convoluted one and not one that has been fully resolved to this day. This is a story of betrayal, social prejudice and the fight to preserve the indigenous people’s identity. It is also their story of struggle and rebellion, as well as a strong and unyielding spirit of nationalism. It is thus clear that the events of Capel Celden are still felt and re-lived in Wales even to this present day as a historical reference and future timely intervention. Wanting thereby to put behind him all that was characteristic of Nye Castell Coch, Thomas was able to build the Capel Celyn mansion and totally forget a small village. It has impacted the scheme of Welsh politics, culture, and its identification of itself as a nation. In this respect, the story is significant to raise awareness on the difficulties that minority language and culture proceed and thus call for justice and human rights in linguistic diversity. Although Capel Celyn has been drowned, it is still a sore, yet it also becomes an encouragement to those who have not abandoned the fight for a better tomorrow in Wales.
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