
Useful English expressions for your literature review chapter:

Introductory sentence(s)

· There are still relatively few published studies of ...

Introducing a particular study/group of studies

· Several studies have focused on ...

· An alternative approach has been to ...

· Several other studies offer some insights into ...

· Several researchers have started to ...

Summarising content of studies/rephrasing what other authors found/said 

· Studies by Miller  (2001) and Smith (2002)  suggested that ...

· These studies also highlighted that ...

· For example, Miller (2001) found that ...

· ... has been emphasised by Miller (2001), who suggests that ...

· Jones (2002) argues that ...

Commenting on existing research literature

· This theory has been hailed as ...

· It assumes that ...

· The tradition has, however, attracted criticism in the past for ...

· In particular, it has been associated with ...

· Despite these criticisms, ...

· More abstract, but no less significant, concerns have been raised by ...

Indicating a gap in the existing literature 

· There is, however, relatively little research evidence concerning ...

· In particular, there is also little evidence on how ...

· Literature to date has either focused on ... or ...

Concluding sentence(s) 

· This study sets out, then, to ...
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