Can the Identification of ALN Learners Be Improved with the new ALN System in Wales? If yes, how?
Background And Context
There used to be a system based on SEN-identification to identify children if they have extra needs, until it was reflected with weakness. Knight et al. (2024) argued that an apparent faintness that 48% of those born in 2002/3 were identified as learners with SEN at some point during their schooling, and those identified as SEN in Wales were more likely to be male, white, from poor backgrounds, have lower school attendance, not have experienced breastfeeding, and be born later in the school year. According to the finding, Knight and his colleges indicated that SEN identification is influenced by the child's background in 2024. Besides that, as the proportion of time a group of people identified as SEN increases, the likelihood of achieving national expected educational outcomes decreases accordingly (Knight, Lowthian, Crick, Jones, Rees, et al., 2024). They also made statement that the main reasons include the education system's failure to mitigate the negative impact of SEN on learners' educational outcomes, and the fact that long-term SEN does not alleviate the educational needs of these learners and the negative impact on their academic performance. The finding of Knight et al. (2024) and Knight, Lowthian, Crick, Jones, Rees, et al. (2024) might be able to be regarded as crucial reasons which promote the transition from SEN system to ALN system. The Welsh government is undertaking a foremost education reform program, which includes a new curriculum and a transformation of the support system for learners with additional learning needs (ALN) (Conn and Hutt, 2020). Knight and Crick (2021) also lend some weight to this claim that alongside these and wider system-level reforms there is an ambition to build an inclusive education system in Wales. ALN system is aiming at identifying all learners by ALN cooperator to justify that whether they have any additional learning needs (Contact a Family, 2024).
Consider that the progress from SEN system to ALN system, and the ultimate purpose if to set all learners under ALN system in 2025, Welsh government and educational institutions are still adopting with the changeover. Nevertheless, such transitions in education affect learners socially and emotionally as well as academically (Packer, Abbinett and Morris, 2022), and these scholars also indicated that transition experiences should be regarded as an on-going process rather than a one-off event. In recent years, the policy shift is drawing to a close based on the timeline set by the government, but various problems are also emerging, such as teachers should but are not seen as active agents of change (Conn and Hutt, 2020), and there are differences within and between policies and guidance documents (Knight and Crick, 2021). The existence of these problems may undermine the vision of an inclusive education system and increase uncertainty about the right to education of the targeted groups - those with additional learning needs. Therefore, how to address these issues and find practical suggestions would be one of the critical focuses for this study.

Aims And Objectives
For this proposal, the specific goal can be to find out the existing or potential problems and manifestations in the process and results of identifying ALN on children in the current process of gradually replacing the SEN system with the ALN system, and to integrate the contents of previous literatures and government documents to determine whether the efficiency and accuracy of identification of children with ALN can be improved to a certain extent. By reading and summarizing literatures and official news about the new ALN system in Wales, there are a number of challenges identified in the past few years, especially since the ALN system began to replace the timeworn one. A recent year’s news reported that a mother and her son had to wait for at least 26 months for an assessment, to support the boy with ALN identification (Edward, 2022), which reflected that the efficiency of policy implementor such as ALN cooperator and teachers may have problems in ability of improving work proficiency. In addition, to one ALN school guaranteed by the government, the plan could not be implemented as scheduled due to insufficient funds (Thomas and Parr, 2024), which indicated that there may be management and allocation loopholes in the government's funding issues, which led to the gap between the goals and the actual situation in the policy implementation process, which also affected the identification on children with ALN, because they could not be guaranteed a good learning and living environment to support them being identified by the policy. On the other hand, as of November 2024, there are some literatures associated to the ALN policy in Wales that provide some suggestions for the identification of children with ALN system. The process has also been challenged from different perspectives, such as the lack of coherence in the key messages articulated in Welsh education policy documents, which has led to unexpected differences in the identification of children with ALNs between policy and guidance documents, and the underlying roles in implementing policy (Knight and Crick, 2021). For this proposal, the specific goal can be to find out the existing or potential problems and manifestations in the process and results of identification of ALN on children during the current transition from SEN system to ALN system, and to integrate the contents of previous literatures and government documents to determine whether the identification of children with ALN can be improved to a certain extent. Which is a complicated procedure. The problems and challenges that will be identified will be the main purpose of the proposal. Address the current shortages and challenges of the alteration from SEN system to ALN system and find the possible practical suggestions.

Proposed Methodology
This study will mainly ultimate mixed methodology, which includes quantitative and qualitative methods. When applying different methodology, the quantitative methods to be considered include descriptive statistics and inferential statistics, as well as a series of statistical tools, such as SPSS, which will be used in the subsequent processing of quantitative data. As for qualitative, which includes several tools (online/offline), like case studies, experiments, questionnaire, interview, observation, etc. (Cohen, Manion and Morrison, 2018). Nevertheless, before the selected research method is formally implemented, the validity and reliability of the data produced by different research methods should be considered, which is closely related to the sample selection and ethical consideration that need to be focused on in the research process, it means it will be supposed to determine whether the collected data information is generally representative of children with ALN; if it is necessary to consider the individual differences of different children with ALN; whether the information provided by the interviewed samples participating in the research - such as children with ALN, their parents, ALN cooperators and teachers - are consistent with reality, all need to consider potential bias. By conducting diverse research methods, the selection on research tools requires attention. The most frequently used one is likely to case study, since independent but interrelated participants can provide more detailed and specific information while more easily discovering the commonalities and differences among samples through the contents of different cases, which might be able to easily highlight the common problems and dilemmas formed by individual differences (Cohen, Manion and Morrison, 2018). Others include observation during the process of identifying ALN children; having interview with children with ALN and their supervisor, especially their parents and ALN cooperator, as they engage with the identification in defining learners. Furthermore, more research tools might be needed to support the study in addressing the challenges and issues of identifying ALN with numerical data, then statistical programs, like SPSS, can be used to present the characteristics and patterns of the collected information more clearly and intuitively through numbers. Meanwhile, the sample selection would be assumed on identified ALN learners aged 6-18 in Wales, children with ALN, as well as their parents and teachers in authorized representative ALN schools. Considering the community aged after 18 might be interacted with further education, which would involve more complex factors (Further Education), this age group will not be considered in this study. It is also very important to obtain access to the target sample (Cohen, Manion and Morrison, 2018). The data and qualitative information should be collected without affecting the normal life and learning of the research group (Cohen, Manion and Morrison, 2018). On the other hand, ethical consideration will be a very important part of this study, because the group involved in this study potentially belongs to the marginalized group in society. Therefore, their privacy protection and possible stereotypes and biases against them should be considered. Objectivity should be maintained as much as possible during the research process to avoid subjective bias affecting the quality of the data (Cohen, Manion and Morrison, 2018). In the specific research process, especially in the collection of information and data of the target sample, attention should be paid to avoid being judgmental. 
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