Grace Nicholls 

Looking back, evaluate how has your touring theatre production realised in practice elements of tasks 1 & 2

 I found a great deal of information which was initially very shocking and disturbing. As a group we wanted to portray the affect it had on us.
“Different kinds of plastic can degrade at different times, but the average time for a plastic bottle to completely degrade is at least 450 years. It can even take some bottles 1000 years to biodegrade.” 1. 
Plastic taking up to 1000 years to decompose which is destroying our environment. The plastic puppets and the crabs repeated this to justify the importance of it. 
“Up to 12m tonnes of plastic ends up in the sea each year; not far off the weight of a million London buses.” 2.
The comparison in this quote is striking and for our audience, having comparisons helps them connect and understand the issue.
“By 2050 the ocean will contain more plastic than fish by weight.” 3.
Plastic is destroying our planet and taking over the habitat of our marine life in a timescale which will be in mine and our young audiences’ lifespan which is a scary statistic. 

We presented ways to which we could educate and entertain our young audience . Our Government Policies presentation we decided to create a court scene which was an idea developed in our production as a clear indication of facts with the use of creative, fun, bright characters. We had a marine animal character “Shelly the Turtle” was who is a Northern turtle who has lost her Grandmother due to plastic pollution. With this we found a way for the audience to enjoy, connect and sympathise with the character to raise awareness. We conveyed different facts through this. 
“In the UK alone, the amount of single-use plastic wasted every year would fill 1,000 Royal Albert Halls.” 4.
“It will urge supermarkets to set up ‘plastic free aisles’ and to extend the 5p carrier.” 5.
We created a puppet news reel show we created sock puppets, simple but made the interviews interesting just like our plastic puppets and their facts in our production. We were able to expand our knowledge on touring theatre and incorporating plastic. 
“3.3 million tonnes Plastic Material processed. (2015)” 6. 
“A magical world where, at the touch of a puppeteer's hand, the contents of a bin bag can transform before your eyes.” 7.
“We create original productions for young audiences and schools…Great theatrical experiences have the power to ignite life-long change and enrich lives.” 8.

Developing an understanding for our audience was vital to our process as we wanted our piece to connect with them. Through surveys a common denominator was YouTube, comedy and being aware of recycling but not plastic pollution which we incorporated visuals, bold comedic characters with informative facts to connect to them. 
“There’s more fun stuff on YouTube.” 9.
“Recycling is important for the environment.” 10.

 For the social affect on our audience we created the character ‘Alice’ as a representation of us and how unaware of plastic pollution and how the journey can make everyone realise and make a change. Each of the items stories in the ‘Plastic Prison’ scene is showing how the public aren’t aware of how, what to and don’t recycle or how to dispose like my toothbrush character and cotton bud. 
“The fact that cotton buds continue to be flushed down the toilet and escape through sewage works into the environment means it remains a problem. Switching cotton bud stems from plastic to 100% paper could provide a solution to this problem, combined with campaigns to raise consumer awareness about correct disposal methods.” 11.

We created the court scene and had political debate whether or not the problem lies individually or everyone including consumers. ‘Alice’ on trial and ‘Shelly the Turtle’ being the witness to show the affect it has had on her and all the marine life and sentencing to Alice for 1000 years the time plastic breaks down gives the audience relatively and a realisation. It all starts with an individual one small change can make a difference. 
“Drink companies produce over 500bn single-use plastic bottles annually” 12.
“1.04bn plastic bags sold by seven main supermarkets in 2017-18” 13.

During our ‘Plastic Prison’ the social affect is livelihoods the industry employs over 180,000 people. The changing requirement of waste managements leaves her in the dark. 
“The target for 2016-17 was 58%, rising to 64% by 2019-20 and then 70% by 2024-25.
By 2050, the Welsh Government is aiming for no waste at all ending up in landfill.” 14. 
Our shipwreck and mister scene developed creating a scary monster figure of The Great Pacific  Garbage Patch so the audience can take on how frighting the reality of the issue is. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]“The GPGP covers an estimated surface area of 1.6 million square kilometres, an area twice the size of Texas or three times the size of France.” 15.  
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