	 TIME
	    STAGE
	AIM
	PROCEDURE
	INTERACTION

	2 mins
	Lead –in

E
	- to arouse interest and create the 

  correct setting for the lesson.

	(  Don’t tell ss anything about the content of the lesson –  

    tell them to just listen.  Play the excerpt from the Agatha 

    Christie Radio Play (somebody screaming) and elicit the 

    topic of today’s lesson ‘Murder Mystery’.
	T ( Ss

Ss ( T

	3 mins
	Brainstorming 

E
	- to activate schemata – give ss a 

  chance to draw on their knowledge of 

  the world and bring it to the text.
	(  Ask ss who comes to mind when they think about 

   ‘Murder Mystery’ stories – elicit Sherlock Holmes 

    (hopefully).  Write it up on the board.  Ask ss what they 

    can tell me about him and write up their ideas on the 

    board.
	T ( Ss

Ss ( T

	10 mins


	Prediction
E/A
	- to pre-teach potentially difficult 

  words.
-  to arouse further interest.

-  to ensure that the ss have a reason for 

   reading the text ie. to check if their 

   predictions were correct and so not 

   read the text ‘cold’.
	(  Bring out realia – elicit the names of the objects.  Give ss 

   the name of one of the characters in the story (Lady 

   Forbes – they already have Sherlock Holmes).
(  Tell ss that they have to think up a ‘Murder Mystery’ 

   story (in their groups) and it must include all the given 

   elements.  Ss discuss, T monitors and helps with 

   vocabulary if need be.
(  Feedback.
	T( Ss

Ss ( T
Ss ( Ss

Ss ( T

	2 mins


	T directs

comprehension

task 

S

	- To give clear instructions and set up

  the task so that it runs smoothly 

- Ss practise reading for gist and have 

  an opportunity to infer meanings from

  context.
- The race element is meant to motivate 

  the ss and to encourage them to read 

  on even if they do not understand 

  everything (as is the time limit)
	(  Ss remain in same groups

(  Jigsaw reading - ss are told that:

· they are each going to read a different part of the same 

         story but in the wrong order; 

· they do not need to understand every word; need a general understanding; 

· when they have individually read their part of the story (without showing it to the others) they must tell

their group about it in their own words

· together, they must put the story into the correct order

(  Distribute H/out 1; each table must have a part A, B, C, 
    D (or the modified version for groups of 3 if need be) – 
    to be read in that order – ss told: first group to finish 
    wins!    

(  Check ss understand task – set a time limit – 12 mins
	T ( Ss

	12 mins
	Ss read for task

A
	- Ss integrate their skills – reading,

  speaking

- Ss subconsciously recognise / become 

  aware of discourse patterns
	(  Ss read their parts of the story 

(  Ss exchange their information and decide on the order of

    the story

(  T monitors 
	S

S ( S

	2 mins
	T directs

feedback

S
	- Ss can check / confirm conclusions 

- Ss attention drawn to discourse 

  patterns
	(  Feedback – ask ss to give reasons for their conclusions
	Ss ( T

	1 min
	T directs

comprehension 

task

S
	- To give clear instructions and set up 

  the task neatly

- Ss practise reading in detail
- Ss are guided and not tested by the 

  questions (reading for specific info)
	(  Ss are told that they must now solve the mystery – set a 

    time limit – 13 mins (cannot read each other’s extracts) 

(  Distribute H/out 2 – questions to help ss solve the 

    mystery  
	T ( Ss

	13 mins
	Ss read for task

A
	- Ss integrate their skills

- Ss have a real reason for reading and 

  communicating orally

- Ss practise interpreting information
	(  Ss go through the questions and confer to solve the 

    mystery 

(  T monitors
	S ( S

	5 mins
	T directs feedback

S
	- Ss can check their final conclusions / 

  clarify any doubts

- Ss compare the text with the info they 

  were given – a real reason for reading
	(  Feedback – if they have solved the mystery otherwise

    they will have to solve it for homework by next lesson!

(  Distribute H/out 3 – the complete text
	Ss ( T


Level: B2 (upper-intermediate); taken from ‘The Practice of English Language Teaching’ by Jeremy Harmer, !991, Longman Group Limited, 

pp. 206-8.)

Example of a ‘patchwork’ lesson.
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