What is the Nature, Direction and, the Relationship of Religious Studies to the Wider Range of Humanities
As a Religion, Philosophy and Ethics student this essay will discuss the nature and direction of the field of Religion Studies (RE) and its relationship to the wider range of humanities, by analysing various sources, such as articles, journal articles, books and news articles. 
[bookmark: _Int_DyKjzn0J][bookmark: _Int_yyYLPf7F]Firstly, an article entitled ‘Forty Years of the British Journal of Religious Education and nearly fifty years' experience of non-confessional multi-faith religious education’ in the ‘British Journal of Religious Education’ will be analysed to see what it can teach about the nature of the field of Religion Studies. The first way to analyse what this article says about the nature of religion is by considering the title. The title gives the impression that the field of religion is non-confessional, which means that no one is forced to believe in a religion, and the study of religions is multi-faith in focus, which means that Religion Studies considers all different types of religious beliefs. However, it is important to note that this article does later mention that this type of religious education only happens in the United Kingdom (UK) and Sweden (Cush, published in 2017), whereas other countries are either more confessional or more religious exclusivist, which means that people are made to study a certain religion and only focus on their faith, respectively. Another way to approach this article is by considering certain parts of it and seeing what they indicate about the nature of Religious Studies. One thing this article sates is that Matthew Geiger promotes RE as a safe space for students to examine their beliefs and to discuss contentious issues (Cush, published in 2017) This suggests that the nature of religion is about discussing religious beliefs and difficult issues in a way that is respectful to everyone, whatever beliefs they may hold on the difficult issues. Furthermore, the article also states that
“Of the two countries that pioneered non-confessional, multi-faith religious education in the 	late 60s and early 70s, the current editor has always thought that Sweden was stronger on 	equality and Great Britain on diversity.” (Cush, published in 2017)
This implies that the nature of the field of Religious Studies is about equality, which means all religions and religious beliefs, or lack of these, should be treated equally, and it is also about diversity, which means that as many different religions as possible should be considered. This could reflect the UK’s multi-cultural and varied population.
Secondly, an article in the ‘History of Education’ reflecting on how the Religious Studies has changed in the past will be considered, as this gives some valuable insights into the direction that the study of religion is heading. This article is entitled ‘Secularists, Humanists and religious education: religious crisis and curriculum change in England, 1963–1975’. The title implies that Secularists and Humanists have influenced the content taught in the field of Religious Studies and this may mean that there is more similar change to happen. One key point is where the article states that it 
...focuses on the work of two organisations, the National Secular Society and The British Humanist Association, and specific individuals... Among their aims, as will be shown below, these campaigning organisations and individuals sought to abolish RI (and sometimes RE), establish a secular alternative and/or secularise its aims and broaden its content to include world religions and secular worldviews (Freathy & Parker, published in 2011)
This suggests that the field of Religious Studies could be heading into a direction where secularist and humanist views are taught and valued just as much as religious views. Furthermore, this also shows how the contents of Religious Studies are getting broader and more secularised. 
Regarding the future of Religious Studies and religions, the book ‘The Public Value of the Humanities’ states that
There is currently considerable confusion and doublethink regarding the trajectory of religion in the contemporary world. It is possible... to argue that religion is either resurgent or declining, and that religion itself is either a major world problem or a panacea for other difficulties. (Wolffe, published 2011, p. 44)
[bookmark: _Int_j04yHOFo][bookmark: _Int_H2GZv5lP]This suggest that there are multiple directions religions could head into, which could affect Religious Studies. One is resurgence, which could mean religions and the study of them will gain more relevance than they already have. However, another direction religion could go down is decline, which could mean that they and their study will end up having little relevance, or die out completely. Furthermore, this quote suggests that another direction that some religious groups and individuals have headed down is causing world problems, for example war and conflicts. However, some have headed in a more positive direction of trying to find solutions to world problems, for example, negotiating peace treaties to stop or de-escalate war and conflicts. An example of religion causing conflict is the Israel Palestine conflict, this conflict is about Israelis and Palestinians having a land dispute in Israel slash Palestine. The reason this can be tied to religion is that some Israelis are Jewish, and some Palestinians are Muslim. An example of some of the conflict this has caused is found in a news article that overviews the security measure that had to be put in place after Palestinian gunmen shoot two killed two Israeli police officers. (Euronews, published in 2017) One example of religion de-escalating conflict is the news article published I the newsletter Quake. In this news article the Quakers are calling for a ceasefire from the Hamas attacks in Gaza, Israel slash Palestine. (Quake, published in 2023) Hamas is a terrorist group in Israel slash Palestine and their attack resulted in the death of 1,300 Israelis. (Quake, published in 2023) The Quake newsletter also calls the religions in the area to find common ground by stating 
The many faith traditions represented in the region share a religious obligation to... protect the most vulnerable from violence. (Quake, published in 2023)
This suggests that Religious Studies should head into a direction where it contemplates both the positive and negative aspects of religions, so that it can be balanced and not one sided.
What is religion’s relationship to the wider range of humanities?
Thirdly, to consider Religious Studies’ relationship within the wider range of humanities, an article entitled ‘Humanities and Religion’ from a journal entitled ‘Interdisciplinary Humanities’ makes several key statements. For example,
The study of Religion fully encompasses all of the Humanities: anthropology, art, architecture, 	classics, history, languages and linguistics, literature, music, philosophy, political science, 		rhetoric, sociology, theater and dance, women and gender studies, and the list could go on. (Horak, published in 2017, p. 3)
This implies that religion has links with many, if not all the humanities, and this shows that religion’s relationship to the humanities is an important one, as it is vital to all of them. One subject in the humanities that religion has a relationship to is history; this could be because the field of history is able to recount the development of religions and religious texts. Furthermore, this might show that religions cannot be studied without considering the historical context. 
Another subject in the humanities that religion has a relationship to is literature. This could be because many religious texts use literature techniques and therefore can be analysed similarly to how other pieces of literature have been analysed. 
[bookmark: _Int_CWNKsgIF]Another humanity field that religion has a relationship to is music, this is because many religions use music to celebrate or to worship and this helps to bring religious communities together in a similar way to how other genres of music bring other communities together. 
[bookmark: _Int_HZiJolB0]The relationship that the study of religions has with philosophy and ethics will now be examined. The article ‘Secularists, Humanists and religious education: religious crisis and curriculum change in England, 1963–1975’ states that traditionally, Religion Studies, Philosophy and Ethics were intertwined, but projects like the ones done by the University of Oxford (Freathy & Parker, published in 2011), suggest that these subjects have become more separate. However, it is curial identify that there may still be some overlap between Religious Studies, Philosophy and Ethics. An example, of overlap between Religious Studies and Philosophy is that they both address tough questions such as is war ever justifiable and is there a God, respectively. One example, of overlap between the study of religions and Ethics is that attempt to show what is moral or immoral. However, there is a difference here between Religion Studies and Ethics on the issue of morality as religion would often argue that whatever God commands is moral and that whatever God commands people not to do is immoral, whereas Ethicists would have a lot more varied and diverse arguments about what is or is not moral.
[bookmark: _Int_2189HeM1]In conclusion, in some countries the nature of Religious Studies is non-confessional and multi-faith in focus, whereas in other countries the nature of this study is more confessional or religious exclusivist in focus. Also, the nature of religious study is about equality and diversity. The direction that Religious Studies is heading in this one where its contents are broader and more secular. Another direction religion should head in is considering both the positive and negative aspects of religion. The study of religions has a vital relationship to all the other humanities, and there are many ways that it links to them.
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