


It may be argued that the principle of statutory interpretation diminishes the status of legislation as the primary source of law in the UK. Discuss

 It is argued that law should be made easier for judges to understand so that cases can be solved fairly. The written laws of the UK are referred to as statutes of law or legislation. They are developed and put into effect by Parliament, and they are upheld by several authorities, prosecutors, and other entities. In Brief (no date).  Statutory Interpretation might be used when complexity and uncertainty arise as to how the law applies in each situation. The people who draft legislation, do their best to try and craft legislation that is clear. However, sometimes the written law is not always clear. The statutes may include undiscovered mistakes and actions; therefore, the court must interpret their meanings using the rules of Statutory interpretation. The rules of Statutory Interpretation are: The literal rule, The golden rule, The mischief rule, and the purposive approach rule.  The definition of interpretation of a statute, as Salmond described it, ‘Interpretation of statutes is a procedure by which the court aims to understand the meaning of legislations through the means of the authoritative forms in which expressed. ‘Amisha (2021) Blackstone also provided a definition for interpretation for statutes. ‘He said the fairest and most rational method of understanding and interpreting a statute is by exploring the intention of the legislation through the most natural and probable signs.’ Interpretation of statutes is very important for these three reasons: Complexity of Statutes: Laws are enacted by professionals in their disciplines; hence the provisions may be hard for a layperson to grasp. Thus, interpretation is needed. Another reason is that Legislative Purpose: Due to the complexity of the legislation, the legislative intent may be lost. To comprehend the legislature's intent, interpret the statutes. And finally, the last reason is The English language is multifaceted, therefore the same word might have many meanings. "Have you seen the play XYZ?" vs. "Are the children playing?" In both phrases, the same words have distinct meanings. 

The literal rule is a part of the statutory rules of interpretation. It tends to be one of the primary rules that are applied by the judges. In other words, the words said by the statute have to be taken word for word. By the literal rule, words in the statutes must be given by their plain and literal meaning. The aim is to discover the true means of the parliament as expressed in the words used. This approach can be cruel in some cases when the literal approach is followed. Under this rule the judges consider what the statutes say rather than what it might mean. In order to achieve this, the judge will give the words in a statute the literal meaning, that is, their plain and ordinary meaning. Alison (no date) This can create absurd outcomes. The literal rule was applied to this case study called ‘London and north-eastern railway, Berriman.’ In this case a railway worker was knocked down and killed by a train whilst oiling parts of the lane. His wife tried claiming compensation for his death.  Pranjali, P. (2020). The relevant statute said that compensation was available for workers who were killed whilst repairing parts of the railway line. However, the question was whether the widow was entitled to claim compensation or not. The court figured that repairing did not mean oiling parts of the railway line, it was just maintenance. The widow did not get to claim any compensation. This may seem a bit unfair and not simple. The literal rule of interpretation is against the use of intelligence in understanding language. Judges are prohibited from using their judicial minds to deviate from it. Amisha (2021). There are a few sub rules followed in the literal rule of interpretation.
1. Ejusdem Generis:  It means “of the same kind” It means to follow the general meaning of words or other words of similar meaning
2. Casus Omissus: It means “case omitted” It can also be interpreted as a point which is not provided by the statute, it is governed by the case laws. mm
3. Expressio Unius Est Exclusio Alterius: It means that one thing that has been left out, whereas one has been mentioned. 

There are some advantages of literal rules of statutory Interpretation. 	The rule respects the parliamentary supremacy. It also enables to understand the intent of legislature simply and clearly. Literal rule enables the layman to understand the issue in hand. It also prevents unelected judges from making law. However, there are many that argue that literal rule can be unfair, and the meanings of words change from time to time.

The rules of statutory interpretation are very important because There may be some cases where they are hard to understand, and judges have no idea on what to do. There are three main reasons judges why judges struggle to find a solution to an unclear case.  One reason is uncertainty and ambiguity Uncertainty is a circumstance in which it is uncertain whether a specific legislation is intended to apply to the factual situation before the court, because some scenarios cannot be anticipated. Ambiguity is a condition in which words might have several meanings.  Another one is Absurdity. This is when A case gets confusing and the outcome gets confusing the circumstances of this case pertain to the Administration of Estates Act of 1925, which specifies that a person's 'next of kin' / issue will inherit the estate if he or she dies without a will. In this case, the son murdered his mother, who did not leave a will, and the question arose over the implementation of the 1925 Act. Clauson J. held that he was unable. The concept of public policy that prohibits a murderer from enjoying the benefits of his crime must be applied to the interpretation of the statute to avoid results that are contrary to this principle. Clauson J. utilised the golden rule rather than the literal rule in this instance since the only feasible literal view the issue must include the son. Some other problems are Ellipsis - when the drafter could have removed phrases on purpose supposing that such terms are implied. Broad terms are also another way of confusion for judges. For example, “Children are not allowed to go on the ride” It did not specify the age group of the children which makes cases harder to solve. “Vehicles are not allowed on the grass” What type of vehicles are not allowed on the grass?”. CIE Law Tutor (no date). Another controversial problem about doing Literal law is that the meaning of words can just change over time or mean other things. For example, ‘The children love to play’ or ‘Are you coming to see the play?’. This is called “change of language”. The last confusion is “Error in wording”. This usually occurs when a statute is talking, and it sounds like the statute is implying something else. The constitution of the United Kingdom is not codified; hence it is composed of a variety of different sources. Some of them, such as Works of Authority, are not as significant as others. Nevertheless, the Statute of Limitations is without a doubt the most significant source of the constitution. The fact that Parliament holds this power is the reason for this situation. As a result, every legislation that is approved by Parliament and becomes a Statute Law is given priority over all the other sources of the constitution. Politics Teaching (2022) 

Some people argue that law makers should be clear when they are or if they are expressing their intentions via statute. The reason that some people may think this is because Statute law and general law is too hard to understand, and it causes too much confusion for law makers and judges as I described before. Sometimes cases can be “solved” unfairly as law makers and judges are not aware of new word changes. Even expert users may feel that the law is difficult to comprehend, difficult to comply with, and difficult to grasp due to the sheer amount of legislation, its fragmented structure, its degree of detail, its frequent modifications, and its connection with common law and European law. Gov.Uk (no date). Another reason why some people argue that law makers should be more clearer when they are or if they are expressing their intentions via statute, is because It is better than other rules of law because it is easier to understand.

I believe that Statutory Interpretation should diminish the status of legislation as the primary source of law in the UK. This is because statutory interpretation has may advantages and it’s easier for judges to understand. It also has its own downfalls as the cases that are ‘solved with statutory interpretation are not solved fairly because of the main rules in statutory interpretation. For example, the literal rule because the words can change over time so cases may be unfair.
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