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The purpose of this assignment is to give a brief history of social policy and welfare .Due to historical changes formed after world war two in the social and welfare state in the United Kingdom and internationally, these changes helped start the provision of better services and formation of rights for children. The content I have chosen to research and explain is the rights of Children. As there was a big movement ensuring children where receiving the same rights and legislation as adults suitable for their needs and capacity. Foster and freed argued adults exploit their power over children and that the demeaning status of children should be addressed .Which with rights, laws and legislation can be prevented. 
The purpose of social policy is that it aims to tackle indifferences by addressing a social need and providing equity. These social needs are vast such as: security issues, housing issues or employment issues, welfare, Healthcare problems. These are impacts that will affect a person’s social outcome in life. Policies are then set by Government recommending they will benefit the country on a social scale or have a financial impact.  
Allcock.P 1996 states
‘All welfare capitalist countries have social security systems, designed to redistribute resources between individuals’ families or households. In most there is a mixture of state provision, private provision, voluntary activity and informal support’
The implementation of Social policy are formed by Local authorities, or government influence services such as Inland Revenue, and over forms of welfare agencies. Polices can cause positive impacts or be biased and cause negative effects on individuals such as bedroom tax.
Social policy and welfare was officially formed in the united kingdom by the post war labour government who where in parliament 1945-1951. This was developed mainly due to the Beveridge report. A social inquiry requested by government for advisory how to rebuild the United kingdoms social structure to help prevent poverty and squalor. The inquiry was written by Sir William Beveridge who was a high status economist working for parliament, who had a vast insight of the complications unemployment causes to individuals and society.  In Beveridge’s report it advised the need for beneficially services and security to citizens, required from birth to death to improve social wellbeing for all citizens within the United Kingdom.
Beveridge explained five negative giants in society that had vast effects on society which are: want, disease, squalor, ignorance and idleness and how the government could beneficially help by providing social welfare to all to prevent the cause of these big five impacts.
On the 5th July 1948 the new welfare state was officially formed. It started the provision of many of today’s benefits, services and legislation which has benefited many groups in society but started aiming services and policy’s to specifically benefit children’s wellbeing and children’s rights.
The new welfare changes started the blueprint of many of today’s welfare benefits such as sick pay, pregnancy pay, widow’s allowance. Included in welfare payments ,where now welfare benefits to benefit children known as  ‘Family Allowance act 1945’ .The act was formed to provide financial aid to families with two or more children providing parents with five shillings per a child to help with the cost of raising children. The purpose of financial welfare was to ensure all citizens received an income to prevent financial causes of poverty or ‘want’ as Beveridge described in his report.
The National Health Service was also founded providing free healthcare to all citizens regardless of ones health issues or ones age. To help prevent diseases and health implications that a lack of services can cause to citizens. Free healthcare to all which would improve the general health of children, it also meant pre-natal care to expectant mothers. This would encourage more women to have hospital births instead of unsupervised home births which led to many still births and birth complications. Also included Free dentistry, Medicine and Glasses prescription to children.
A legal requirement for education to children was required.  This encouraged the government to form, the ‘1944 Education Act’ offering Compulsory and free education for all children from aged four up to aged sixteen. Which included health care if needed; school meals would also be included. This act ensured all children are entitled to an education regardless of their social background. This bettered pupil’s employability post school education which would beefit economy and taught Basic English skills such as reading, writing. 
This act is still in place now but has been updated like many past acts making it current and relevant, it is now called ‘the education act 2011’ encouraging and promoting education for all improving the standard of qualifications and teaching environment for children .Parents are also punished if a child’s attendance reaches a unacceptable standard which includes fines or imprisonment to ensure education is provided. Schools also work closely with outside agencies such as social services and NHS school nurses to ensure the safeguarding of children in also provisioned. Schools also have outside agencies such as nspcc to raise awareness of exploitations and sexual abuse.
The first major change in children’s rights and legislation post war in the United Kingdom was ‘The children’s act 1948’.The act established a committee for children whom would be responsible for children’s services and children’s care within local councils and authorities .The role and need of a children’s officer (which was a social work role of that era) whom were required to help the wellbeing of children and to help tackle abuse or neglect towards children.  All these changes came into place after the horrific abuse case of Dennis O’Neil age 13 .Who was beaten to death whilst in foster placement by his foster parent. In Dennis O’Neil’s post mortem it also showed he was seriously malnourished and starved prior to his death.
Due to this severe case of child abuse it led to ‘the Monckton enquiry 1948’. The Monckton enquiry found that many education authorities, health authorities and ‘poor law’ services would not accept accountability of abuse and ignoring many abuse warning signs ,and complaints made about Dennis wellbeing. Which helped lead to the death of Dennis O’Neil as many warning signs where ignored. 
This act is still part of a modem Britain, Which received an update in 1989, this act is now referred to as ‘the children’s act 1989’
Allen,N.(2005) defined the children’s act aim as:
‘The object of the act is to provide the necessary legal  tools to parents, relatives, foster carers ,child care professionals and judges , so as to further the best interests of the children in their care’
It is a UK only legislation that includes one hundred sections. The act ensures a child has their best interests and welfare met by all. Whilst also attempting to preserve family connections to avoid court orders, unless deemed damaging to the child. The legislation defines parental responsibility and the obligated duties of parental responsibility, the act empathises the local authorities duties to support parents who have children of concern.
Following the post war society, The European council was formed to promote Laws and Human rights for all participating countries of the European council. The council formed ‘The European convention of human rights’ 1950.To ensure the equal rights of all citizens from birth right through to adulthood. Even though this act wasn’t aimed specifically for children ,these where basic rights entitled to all regardless  of age , gender or nationality .which included rights such as the right to freedom, the right to education, the right to life. If these laws where breached those accountable would be trial in the European court of human rights.    These laws where updated to the ‘Human rights act 1998’ provides regulations and legislation to all regardless of age. It basis is still set from the ‘European convention of human rights’ it follows similar principles and is still eligible to all regardless of age, but this act has also been modernised  to suit modern needs. It covers the right to be free from trafficking and oppressive treatment.
In 1959 ‘The declaration of rights of the child’ was formed by the United Nations it was formed explicitly to benefit children of the countries belonging to the United Nations. The declaration was formed of just ten principles to enforce better treatment and wellbeing of children.  These principles covered areas such as children are to live free from abuse of any form, have the right to have medical care, adequate housing and nutrition .the right to education. All children would receive free education .Children’s with disabilities would not be discriminated against through education ensuring they received special education. Children would have the right to a name and nationality from birth by law. Children would be brought up nurtured by parents and society. All children would be entitled to the children’s declaration of rights regardless of Childs age, sex, gender or nationality. 
 This act has also has many principles in place but within ‘the united nations convention on rights of the child’1989.  The act was now more specific on its basis and covered complex issues and is still accessible to all children ensuring they are free from neglect, abuse. That they have the right to life, development, play and education also free from Enslavement. The act is formed of fifty four articles ensuring a Childs wellbeing is promoted throughout.
 With children now having more right and responsibility this also meant they would now face punishment if they where to convict a crime due to the ‘Children and young person’s act 1963’ stated that children aged ten would now face trial in a youth justice court If deemed a Offence. The Youth Justice court was specifically for youths and teenagers where they would be charged and a punishment stated or sent to youth offender prison. 
In a 1970 a positive movement and the formation of Local authorities’ social services started. Which would focus on children’s rights and wellbeing when making decisions on behalf of a child, in particular looked after children or vulnerable children, when the ‘Social services act 1970’ came into formation it provisioned the need for social service departments within local authorities instead of healthcare based. The childcare officers and committees would then gradually be replaced by social services and other agencies private and charity run, which would be beneficial for care standards of children. The Government saw the need for it to be more accessible for disadvantage groups which included children particularly aged under five children. Social services are still in place today with assigned social workers trained specifically to work within a disadvantage group such as elderly, mental health and children. 
In modern days society social workers are still in place they have to follow a code of conduct and their priority is the wellbeing of the child by preventing children coming in to care and working closely with families to keep children at home unless deemed dangerous. In 2014 ‘social services wellbeing act 2014’ enhanced safeguarding children focusing on the right for individual choices of care issues of children to be the basis of any decision made by the social services , requiring advocates to represent on behalf of children if needed.  
With all citizens becoming more aware and educated on their rights it led to a big movement in equality for all regardless of age, gender, sexuality, ethnic orientation and social status. Forms of discrimination are parts of the human rights act and many other acts but a push for equal treatment was still required .Which led to  the ‘Equality act 2010’ it protects all age ranges from discrimination harassment or oppression which one can be faced  with within education , employment or  healthcare.
Concluding to just some of the major acts available to the children of the UK there is also the ‘childrens and family act 2014’ which covers extensive up to date safeguarding issues such as legal age to buy tobacco and smoking in cars with children .The act also covers family justice and parents work entitlements to suit children.  Also ‘The future generations Act 2015’ Whish is currently a Wales only legislation, which looks at the impact economic and environment changes, or how current legislation will affect the future generations of wales.
In Wales the Welsh government have assigned a children’s commissioners, their role is to promote children’s rights and wellbeing. The children’s commissioner will also be part of helping bring in new legislation in wales to benefit children and discuss effects other laws and legislation in parliament can effect children.
Concluding ones research in the movement of children’s right there clearly was hardly any safeguards in place prior to the end world war two on a national scale and international scale. There has fortunately been a positive movement in children’s rights and law regarding the protection of children, and promoting their welfare .There has been a clear improvement of inclusion of the child’s individual interests over the course of history since 1949 and a lot of legislation for social workers to work with improving family connections instead of punishing. With reading these rights there hasn’t been much inclusion of children with mental health issues or gender identity issues which one feels may be updated in future policies .Another negative is children are not always aware or educated on how much rights they are entitled to. Which may also reduce the likelihood of abuse, discrimination or in equal rights, if they are educated on what these factors are. Also it seems an update has likely been caused and pushed in parliament by a public inquest or media highlighted case of child abuse. Which could have been prevented in the first instance if safeguards where appropriately in place.
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