
Introduction 

The aim of this assignment is to compare and contrast two different reports that support the wellbeing of children whilst also ensuring the quality of care report is at the heart of children’s education and care whilst attending school. 

The Department of Education (2018) provides a range of information on how to measure quality within education. This is done by using the primary school attainment data and the methodology  used in producing it (Quality of care report, 2016), and is based on the office for National Statistics’ guidelines for measuring statistical quality.  The National curriculum standards (2018)  have been designed so that most pupils will progress every 2 years. This means that children going from KS1  to KS2 will be expected to achieve level 4 by the end  of KS2 (The Welsh government, 2022).


According to Andreas Schleicher  head of the indicators and analysis division at the Directorate for Education, OECD and in charge of PSA (UNESCO, 2011) students capacity to extend the application from what they know and apply this in in novel satiation is more important than what the students know . This concept is known to be reflected in current developments in which is taking place in schools across the globe. When comparing the different analysis of data from different settings PISA’s experience has shown that education systems may creatively combine the equity and equality agenda within schools across Wales (The quality of care report, 2016). Schleicher emphasises that  consistent high quality implementation of educational policy is essential within schools in order to provide high quality education for the children (UNESCO, 2011)  


The Department of Education, (2014) have provided  an overview of the data used in the production of the phonics, key stage 1 and key stage 2 statistical first releases and also the primary school performance tables. They publish information on the data sources, quality, how the data is validated and processed and more (The quality of care report, 2016). Government funded schools are required to report pupil level phonics screening and  check results to their Local Authority (LA). The Local Authority must then submit the information  to the Department for Education (2016). This is done by the department within a system called collect to collect data from different  schools (Department of Education, 2013).

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS, 2018) document is used for teachers and professionals to carry out analysis and self evaluation (EYFS, 2018) .This is important when planning of school improvements strategies (Department of Education, 2013) .The information from the document will help provide teachers to use the information to help make decisions for the best outcome for high quality standards of care (The HM Government, 2022).


The Study of Early education and development (SEED) is a scale of quality within education that is being used in the SEED project and informs practice across Wales (Foundation Years, 2015).  The Sustained shared thinking and emotional wellbeing (STEWW) scale is a new scale that has been devised to assess the quality of adult support in promoting children’s sustained shared thinking and ‘emotional wellbeing’. This scale currently builds on the Infant toddler environment rating scale (ITERS) and Early childhood rating scale (ECERS) (Nursery World, 2015) which consider adult-child interactions alongside the planning and organisation of learning spaces, to provide a deeper focus on the adult role (The Welsh Government, 2022).


The STEW scale supports quality improvement within schools by ensuring to use the model of later outcomes that puts wellbeing at as an essential factor within education (Foundation Years, 2022).
A child’s development on enhanced maths and english skills are important whilst also keeping in mind the sociability and behavioural problems within the school as they are all dependant on their family factors, home-learning environment, pre-school and primary school as these are vital factors to help promote a healthier and happier child (Foundation Years, 2022). Self-regulation and pro-social behaviour are essential with schools (The Welsh government, 2022) as it provides a foundation for the children to work on living with positive and effective attitudes that help them succeed in later life (The quality-of-care report, 2016). 

Within the SEED project there was a study conducted, looking at quality in the early years
The SEED project was conducted to measure quality within the early years by  observing 1000 children. The study was led by Professor Ted Melhuish (Foundation years, 2022). All children from the age of 2 and 3 that are protected by the government within mainstream schools have had their settings evaluated to ensure professionals are delivering high quality care (The Welsh Government, 2022).  The project covers all settings with a rolling programme of setting visits. Setting assessments integrates ECER-R, ECERS-e and of course the STEWW scale (Foundation Years, 2022). 


[bookmark: _Int_AKaRZsa3]According to Heckman and Wax (2004), the most important mental and behavioural patterns, once established are difficult to change once children enter school. Although, according to the early years childhood scale by working collaboratively as a team and discussing the team evaluation process children can change their behaviours by offering a safe, caring environment (NAAEE, 2011).


[bookmark: _Int_E4gvsyS7] This can be done by discussing the scope of the evaluation within the setting  early in the process to  deal with the isse (The Early Years Foundation Scale, 2018).  It is considered  important to discuss which programs may be included in the conversation. It is then important to consider all aspects of the programmatic perspectives before consensus scores are decided (Welsh Government, 2021). as its t is important that the child’s wellbeing is at the heart of all professionals . 

[bookmark: _Int_HMqrRSCV] During the evaluation process all professionals should aim to be thoughtful and open minded whilst also having a safe space to voice their perspectives, so that negotiation and consensus building leads to a common score for each specific guideline (NAAEE, 2010). The evaluation process should conclude in an action plan to address those priorities where it is suggested that collaborative teams work on three to five plans at a time (NAAEE, 2011). 


It is important that all professionals within the setting understand the terminology used within the meeting should questions arise about the terminology used to ensure all professionals have a common understanding (NAAEE, 2011). 


[bookmark: _Int_JugJucwx]Children tend to engage within their learning when the child is safe, happy, and secure (The Welsh government, 2021). Ensuring the child has their individual needs met within and outside of school is important although it is not always that easy (Quality of care report, 2016). Ensuring children are learning within a stimulating environment with different tasks to do, ensure the children have a voice in what they enjoy doing in school and implementing that within our activities to ensure the children grow in confidence  (The Welsh Government, 2021)


Child providers and child minders may not be required to have written policies and procedures although  they must be able to provide  carers, parents  and others (The Quality of Care Report, 2016). According to the EYFS (Welsh Government, 2021) Children learn better when they are healthy and safe and secure whilst also having their individual needs met (Quality of care report, 2016). Having positive relationships with the adults caring for them is crucial for high quality education and a high standard of care (Welsh Government, 2021). Professionals within the setting should take all necessary steps to keep children safe and well. This is done by safeguarding the children’s welfare requirements in order to help providers create high quality settings which are welcoming for all parents and children, whilst also ensuring positive relationships between children and their parents by promoting good health, managing behaviour and also ensuring professionals maintain records and follow procedures according to the STEWW scale and the quality of care report ( Early childhood matters, 2015). 


Schools are not required to have separate policies to cover the (EYFS, 2021) as requirements should already be met through the current existing policy within education (HM Government, 2022). The policies and procedures should be provided   to parents and professionals. 
It is important for  staff to access training to increase their knowledge of mental health and wellbeing whilst also helping the professional identify mental health difficulties in their students and know what to do. (HM government, 2022). The DfE was provided to ensure professionals know how to support children with their wellbeing whilst also confidently providing the correct type of high standard quality care within their setting (The Quality of care report, 2016). They also provide advice and guidance when working with other professionals whilst also providing  the additional support and external agencies to contact when supporting high standard care within schools (The Welsh Government, 2021).

Public Health England Psychologist First aid training is available for professionals in supporting the psychological wellbeing of the children that their providing a duty of care (The Welsh Government, 2022). The government has provided an e-learning platform development child professionals called MinEd (The Welsh Government, 2021). 


The Importance of quality in education in sustainable development is an issue that is gaining consensus among researchers and nations (EYFS, 2021). Nevertheless, despite the fact that education has become a priority issue for nations and there have been several efforts in order to improve its quality, there is still a long way to go to achieve the educational targets proposed by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP, 2017). There are still 617 million children around the world who are not acquiring the minimum levels of learning necessary to support sustainable development goals. Considering the above, it is necessary to reduce this amount (Unesco, 2017a). 


Tito-José Crissien-Borrero; Javier Velásquez-Rodríguez; Dionicio Neira-Rodado; Luis-Gabriel Turizo-Martínez have focused on the promotion of an equal education, considering that education is a fundamental human right for everybody, and that access to education must be accompanied by a quality of education (Unesco, 2017b).



To Ensure Quality Management in Education Within the setting its important to point out that quality in education is a multidimensional concept in which depends on many factors (Uk government , 2022). The stew Scale is an essential scale for measuring quality within schools in Wales (The Welsh Government, 2021). To improve quality its essential to to identify the factors influencing its measurements ( Foundation Years, 2015). Considering the different educational quality management approaches in each level of the child’s education (The Welsh Government, 2021).




The quality and  time spent when in early education and care matter in terms of months of developmental advantage on literacy (UK Government , 2022). The scores need to represent an overall judgement of staff interactions, behaviours and responses which can be the result of children’s experiences and time spent at the setting within their school  (UK, 2022). Supporting a child’s understanding of appropriate practice  on emotional and social development in  cognintive development and play (Foundation Years, 2015).


There is a child development section to support the understanding of appropriate practice on emotional development, social development, progression in play and cognitive development (UK, 2022). 


The  STEWW scale involves staff being aware of the child’s interests and understanding. The adult and child working together developing ideas or skills. This also develops the children’s thinking skills by asking them such questions as “What do you mean by intelligence” ?. (UK, 2022)


Understanding that economical and physical barriers may cause children to not reach their full potential, or this may have an effect on the child’s brain (Foundation Years, 2015). For example, looking at a study that was held on children’s numeracy and literature skills outcomes showed that environmental impacts may affect a child’s education. From this study it was quite clear to see that the income of the family, the family’s education, social-economic status and high-quality pre-school education has a significant impact on the child’s progress (Foundation Years, 2015).


The global scale for early development (GSED) aims to fill this gap through  the development of two internationally standardised and validated measurement instruments for the assessment of Early Childhood Development (ECD).  This is for children under 3 years old and is done through population and programmatic levels (Early Childhood Matters, 2019). Like the GSED, the SSTEW  SCALE also measures quality in similar ways. Both Scales highlight the importance of ensuring the child is ready for school by going to nursery. 

Measuring the quality of sustained shared thinking is difficult. The five scales in the STEWW scale  are building trust, confidence and independence. Social and emotional wellbeing, supporting  and extending language communication, supporting learning and critical thinking and also assessing learning and language (Brodie, 2015).  

Like the STEWW scale the Early Childhood scale is a five point scale that allows practitioners to measure children’s ‘involvement’ and ‘emotional wellbeing’ in which are two vital components of learning (Cheqdin, 2019). 

It is a five-point scale that allows childcare practitioners to measure children's 'emotional well-being' and 'involvement' – two vital components of learning, development and progress in children. According to Leavers, children in a high state of 'well-being' are

Self-evaluation and supervision are essential within the early years. They help professionals understand and decide on what is best to maintain, create and improve the services to ensure that the school or nursery provides the best experience for the children to ensure they enjoy coming to school ( CSSIW, 2017). The quality of care should ensure that a setting provides a high standard setting that’s safe for all the children, ensuring all children are experiencing quality childcare and play (CSSIW, 2017) although the divide between care and education remains, with a clear split in policy and curriculum (McDonald, 2018) . 

According the the OECD, internationally speaking the need for instructional change through the system is essential, and is known as a requirement for success within curriculum reform (McDonald, 2018). Although, pedagogy and assessments will only be useful if related elements are changed, by finding a way to align the best quality of care within schools with the best policies to successful education (The Welsh Government, 2020). Although In Wales this opportunity seems to have been missed (Macdonald, 2018). When reflecting on practice within my setting it is essential that we align to current curriculum and policy changes to ensure we deliver a high quality setting. 
Ensuring a structured performance management process within schools is important (Care Council For Wales, ND). 

Performance Management is the process of setting performance expectations, goals monitoring progress, consistent contact and measuring results (Care Council for Wales, ND). As a leader its essential to provide quality training for staff, consistent progress checks and regular meetings to ensure staff are providing high quality planning, performance and educational outcomes within staff performance and high quality care and education within schools (General Teaching Council for Wales, 2007).
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