Plato’s Succession in the Academy 
After the death of Plato in 347 BCE the question of who would succeed him in the academy arose. Despite the fact that Plato believed Aristotle to be the best candidate for the leader of the academy it was Speusippus would be the one to succeed Plato as the head of the Academy. One potential reason for this was that in some biographical texts about Aristotle it is said that Aristotle was ungrateful and rude to Plato leading some scholars to believe that he would never have succeeded Plato in the academy as scholarch.[footnoteRef:1] It is also believed that the legal policy of the Athenians would have made it impossible for Aristotle to be the leader of the academy. This was due to the fact the Aristotle was not Athenian as he was from Macedonia. This would have been due to the fact that along with ascending to scholarch in the academy would have meant transfer of the land to the new leader and as a non-Athenian Aristotle would not have been able to own land in Attika.[footnoteRef:2] Therefor the academy was left to Speusippus as an Athenian citizen. However, it is believed that he was not chosen on his philosophical merits but rather the fact that he would have been able to inherit the land of the academy as he was an Athenian citizen.[footnoteRef:3] It was Plato himself who named Speusippus as his successor for these purely legal reasons rather than on his merits as a philosopher.  [1:  Speusippus succeeds Plato in the Scholarchate of the Academy - Anton-Hermann Chroust]  [2:  Speusippus succeeds Plato in the Scholarchate of the Academy - Anton-Hermann Chroust]  [3:  Speusippus succeeds Plato in the Scholarchate of the Academy - Anton-Hermann Chroust] 
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