A survey conducted after the anti-immigration riots, analysing the different attitudes the public had towards the protests found that 85% of British people opposed to the protests and disagreed with the violence (Difford & Smith, 2024). This demonstrates the social impact it has had for the majority of people, and this also led to many impacts politically as people believed more should have been done to prevent them occurring in the first place. The causation of the riots occurred because of a mass stabbing which led to a flood of misinformation circling the media, wrongly stating it was a Muslim asylum seeker that carried out the attacks (Venkataramakrishnan, 2024). With the two events being days apart and very unexpected, the response from all different services needed to be proactive, efficient and effective to ensure public safety was the main priority. It will be important to look at how the different services worked together to achieve this approach as well as examining any downfalls to their response. Recommendations will be provided with an attempt to reduce the limitations if a future event was to happen. 
Between the 30th of July and 7th August 2024, there were approximately 29 anti-immigration riots and demonstrations which occurred across 27 towns and cities in the UK (Downs, 2024). These riots were triggered by a tragic mass stabbing which occurred in Southport the day before on 29th July. A teenager named Axel Rudakubana entered a Taylor Swift themed dance workshop and carried out a maliciously planned campaign of murder and violence which led to him killing three children and attempting to kill ten others (Crown Prosecution Service, 2025). After this event took place, false claims and misinformation spread rapidly online, incorrectly identifying the suspect as a Muslim asylum seeker. This was propagated by far-right and extremist groups which fuelled anti-immigration riots all around the UK and worldwide (Ismail & Ardalan-Raikes, 2025). These riots included racist, Islamophobic and anti-immigrant sentiments which was seen as the largest event of arson, racist violence and looting since the England riots which took place in 2011. 
The attacks caused a variety of social impacts for the whole country but in particular, communities which were made up of people from a high immigration status were affected significantly as they were not only fearful of their communities being violently attacked but they also feared for their own safety when carrying out their daily responsibilities such as travelling to work or child care (Parwez, Khan & Khan, 2024). Many people from these communities felt vulnerable and isolated as there was looting and racist chanting around mosques and libraries as well as cars being set alight and targeted continuously (Bhui, 2024). They started to obtain a sense of insecurity which led to these specific communities distrusting the police’s capabilities of handling such dangerous situations. This would affect future policing as if these individuals became victims of crime either during these riots or in potential crimes in the future, they would be reluctant to report it to authorities. This would mean the offender would not be charged and they would continue committing crimes against these individuals as they know the victim would not report it meaning they would evade capture from the police. On the other hand, it would mean the victims would be living in despair and would be lacking the appropriate care which victim support services could have provided to them (Roche & Fleming, 2025). 
The riots also caused many political and governmental impacts including challenges for Keir Starmer who was only appointed prime minister on the 5th July which was three weeks prior to the riots occurring (Ross, 2024). He began to face a lot of scrutiny as many people argued that he failed to address underlying issues. Many people from the immigration populations struggle to integrate into society due to the lack of employment and the ever-increasing cost of living crisis. By tackling the underlying problems first would have helped decrease the current social and political divide which therefore would have had an impact on managing the threat (Singam, 2025). Despite receiving negative scrutiny, there were positive impacts of the riots. He did take immediate action in ensuring that anyone taking part in the disorder would face the full force of the law which resulted in hundreds of people being arrested and charged. Once individuals started to be arrested, it allowed the public to feel safer and trust the police’s interventions (Prime Minister’s Office & Home Office, 2024). Despite making the majority of people feel safe and trust the authorities, there was still people who feared for their safety and wanted more action to be taken against these criminals who were participating in the riots. This would have impacted the prime minister, as he would not want to receive further backlash and hatred from the public and media. From this, he introduced a programme named the national violent disorder programme (Starmer, 2024). The main aim of this creation was to stop criminals causing violence and unrest on the streets in the UK. The introduction of this programme allowed the best policing capabilities to collaborate together in order to share intelligence of the movements of violent groups which would therefore lead to more efficient arrests. To improve the programme, he mentioned that facial recognition technology will be deployed to more forces across the UK so criminals can be arrested, charged and brought to justice (Stephens, 2024). 
The riots came as a shock to the authorities due to them being very unexpected as they had no intel they were going to occur. The national police chief’s council made the quick decision to deploy specialist police officers which are trained specifically in managing public order and public safety. On a single day they deployed 6675 officers which amounted to approximately 40,000 police officer days worked in total (UK Parliament, 2024). By acting at such short notice helped bring the riots and violence to an end sooner. The reason they needed to have so many officers was to ensure public safety was met and to prevent anything getting worse. This was all in addition to their usual policing activities and responsibilities such as responding to emergency calls, neighbourhood policing, investigating crime and supporting all victims of crime (Justice Inspectorate, 2024). The public started to appreciate the work of the police, and their significant efforts impacted the responses of the public and communities. People started to offer their support at the scenes of the disorder. For example, people living in Southport assisted the police by moving barricades and extinguishing fires so the police could get past. Also, charities and local businesses such as a dentist offered medical care to anyone who required it, including an officer who was struck by a concrete block (The Charity Commission, 2024). 
Not only did local police forces and the public help in tackling the violent disorder, but also police forces across the country deployed officers where it was needed. The West Midlands police supported operations in Liverpool, Nottingham, Tamworth and Rotherham as well as Police Scotland supplied 120 police officers to operate in Northern Ireland to assist the operations in Belfast. By using this multi-agency approach resulted in 1804 arrests and 1072 charges have been made so far (National Police Chief’s Council, 2025). Using a multi-agency response is essential when tackling such a widespread violent issue and crime. Despite it being quite challenging to organise and deliver initially, once in place, resources, expertise and ideas can be shared across the different agencies and forces for an effective crime prevention (Ball, McElwee & McManus, 2024). In addition, multi-agency interventions use a framework specifically designed for pooling and sharing intelligence to address a common problem such as the riots (Atkinson, 2019). The effect of using this type of response in the 2024 summer anti-immigration riots positively impacted people from ethnic minorities and immigration communities as they firstly were able to quickly identify that the Southport event was not carried out by an Muslim asylum seeker (Mazerolle et al, 2020). Following this, they used intelligence from the areas which were being targeted and this therefore allowed them to deploy enforcements and resources quicker. They were then able to predict further activities the criminals were going to undertake, and, in some cases, they were able to prevent them from occurring in the first place (Cherney, 2018). 
The media played a huge role in causing setbacks during the responses to the riots which led to further impacts to the public. Despite already causing the riots in the first place by spreading false information, they also only put negative information on the front pages of the media (UK Parliament, 2025). Videos and photos of fires, injured people and damaged buildings were shown instead of demonstrating the positive responses such as criminals which have been arrested and charged. This can have a detrimental impact on the public’s views against the police as what was shown in the media was not a true or accurate representation of how the police were tackling the violence (Latif, Rinawulandari & Kadir, 2024). Many people would assume the riots are getting worse and the police are not acting quick enough which could have resulted in a lack of trust and confidence in the police’s capabilities. However, this was not the case as they effectively arrested over 1800 individuals. The reason it became such a massive challenge to authorities was due to how fast information can spread and circulate online (Abubakar & Aliyu, 2024). A study investigated the speed of content dissemination on twitter for anti-immigration content and pro-immigration content. Results showed that anti-immigration content is more active but reasonings behind this arise from pro-immigration users being accountable for 23% of the tweets. They also found that anti-immigration content spreads 1.66 times quicker suggesting that more negative assumptions circled around the media more frequently (Nasuto & Rowe, 2024). Consequently, without trusting that the police are doing their jobs effectively can lead to further impacts of underreporting which can in turn increase crime rates. 
To conclude, these riots came a massive shock to everyone nationally. The main causation was due to the mass stabbing which happened the day before and this led to a spread of misinformation online. Many people were impacted, particularly people living within immigration communities as they felt scared and vulnerable due to the level of violence against them. they believed the police could have done more to protect them which therefore resulted in some losing their trust in the police’s capabilities which further leads to a reluctance in reporting future crime. Challenges also arose for Keir Starmer who faced scrutiny as he failed to address the underlying issues. However, he did take immediate action to implement the national violent disorder programme to stop criminals causing violence and unrest on the streets. Overall, the police response was efficient despite the riots being unexpected and they managed to make 1804 arrests. This would not have been possible without using a multi-agency approach as it allowed for expertise and ideas to be shared across all forces in the UK. More could have been done to prevent the riots occurring in the first place. One way is to improve the tracking and intelligence monitoring of far right and extremist groups which are known to organise and start the riots. By better identifying hotspots could allow for the deployment of resources to be quicker which would lead to the riots either being prevented or stopped quicker (Marakalala, 2024). 
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