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Amidst such din arising from the camps, this was the order of the Persian troops. On golden 

wheels a silver altar bore the fire the Medes call holy and eternal. Lines of white horses drew 

the carts of Jove. Twelve nations, though diverse in dress and tongue and custom, flanked in 

one well-ordered column ten golden wagons crusted with bright gems. About ten thousand 

men in gleaming wains rode forth, whom vulgar error called Immortals, while fifteen 

thousand kinsmen of the king rode out, all clad in rich-hemmed robes like women. Amidst 

them all was carried Darius upon a car of ponderous mass,that with golden rays, around him 

on all sides the gods' unnumbered effigies: barbarous luxury and pomp of blazing gems 

proclaimed him king. The bird that bears Jove's arms hung over him. Fashioned of clay, its 

gilt wings blocked the heat of burning summer, while before him marched ten thousand 

spearsmen: weapons tipped with gold gleamed silver on the whole length of their shafts.  


