Due 7th May 2021

Criminal Law

Opening statement

Insanity is an area that has recently fallen into conversations in the Uk. More so in the year of 2019 – 2021. There has been a great rise in knife crime that has taken over the number of deaths in the Ney York City. (NYC use to have the highest deaths in gang violence/petty crime) Some say that Covid 19 has affected the nations mental health and state of mind. This leaves the following questions: why has this happened and what can we do to stop this from increasing? 

To help with cases where the best interest is to figure out what was going on with the criminal at the scene of the crime. This could be for many reasons such as to prevent them from doing the act again or shorten their sentence. Most common reason is to comprehend the act and the build to the situation.

An example of a successful plea of insanity is if verdict has health issues that may have affected their actions such as bipolar, schizophrenia, under the influence and more. In addition, any way that it can be proven that the crime was accidental or if it could not have been prevented due to the mental abilities of the offender. 

If there are cases where it becomes to the point where there is less evidence; the
victim is associated with the vile acts and may have to work twice as hard to prove them self to not be at blame. The victim also has to prove that this crime did not deserve to happen to them. To conclude this prospective the plea of insanity impacts the victims more than the offender. 

Lowkey opinion

Drew dictions documentary ‘’on the record’’ conveys this narrative through Anita hill who was raped. Anita hill started of not wanting to testify but when her story came out she was seen defending herself in the place of the judges. The convicted rapist  who hurt the young lady was aligned with society with the shock it bought due to the fact those words were coming out of her mouth.

 More could have been done in this situation to help the victim. Her rights to the rape should not have been overlooked to the way it was. Critics in support of Anita would argue that her rapist did not earn a plea to insanity because it was clear that he was guilty. 

Not all case have enough evidence to send down the offender directly. If the case does have the full pack of evidence then the chances are very slim that there will be able to get plea 

The young lady could not ascape the torture of victim hood

The victims exhaustion is sometimes competing the criminal because the court has to be able to give them a chance to explain why their act was some how ‘’resonable’’

Answers to questions that may affect your mental state
Signs of ptsd 
Previous traumas might affect someones actions

When a convict answers questions by police willingly without regret
For example hate crimes
If they justify what they have done and think its okay

All crimes are clearly not okay,
The only crimes that get a pass is self deffense when its a a life of death situatins.
-         What role does medical evidence play in this defence?
The only medical evidance is mental health assesmants 
If the convict was under the influence then there will be able to use that to get a less sentence or avoid the sentence
Eg. drunk driving
-         How can insanity be distinguished from automatism?
Some acts are from instincts or reactions.
Automatism can cause the reactions for a case like survival
-         What are the current problems with the law on insanity? 
Not everyone receives the benefit of doubt
There is a huge injustice at the moment with the systemic racsicm. A causcasion person is more likely to reach a verdict where him or her is aloud to have the opportunity to avoid prison and go to a health center. Where as people from other ethnic back grounds would most likely be over looked.
This has been proven in few cases
-  Where does the burden of proof lie? It lies with in the persons history. It may sometimes fall on the hands of whitnesses. Can also change the whole verdict if there is a miss conception.
 Consider problematic definitions for phrases such as ‘disease of the mind.’
Calling the issue a disease may be very offensive to a lot of people just because its rude. It may be disrespectful to anyone who is in the box. Its quiet a personal topic to those that are framed without committing crimes.
Some people do get caught up in these cases where they are guilty till proven otherwise and it may be years later for the legal system to see them as innocent.
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