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Q1 
This essay will explore how sever instances of British Police Malpractice and Misconduct have had a significant on modern Day Policing. This essay will refer to two separate and independent case studies, namely the Stephen Lawrence Case and the Brixton Riots, as well as academic research to help understand how Policing has been influences by such incidents.

In recent times Police forces across the UK have shifted towards being more accountable and transparent in an effort to improve public perception. A very notable factor behind this shift was the Scarman Report written by Lord Scarman after being appointed by the then Home Secretary William Whitelaw on April 14 1981 following Brixton Riots which occurred in early April 1981.
In this report, Scarman found evidence that the Police were disproportionately and indiscriminately using stop and search powers against Black People, resulting in 943 stops and 118 arrests in an operation they called “Operation Swamp 81” which lasted five days. The operation’s purpose was to reduce street crime in Brixton which, at the time, was undergoing very deep social and economical problems as well as high unemployment, poor housing. Brixton was home to a majority African Caribbean community. As a result of the Police discrimination, the Brixton Riots started on the 10th April 1981 whereby reports suggest that upwards of 5,000 people were involved, 82 were arrested, 56 Police vehicles were burned as well as 150 buildings being damaged (Mohdin,2021)
According to Scarman and written in his report, the riots were sudden outbursts of prolonged and built-up hatred over several incidents of discrimination against the local community. Following the Scarman report, it was widely accepted by the press, politicians and the public and four years later in 1984 marked the birth of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act. 
This new legislation regulates how Police forces across the United Kingdom operate and controls the Policing powers such as Stop and Search, arrest and how prisoners are detained, treated and interviewed to promote fairness and equality. It also serves to strike a balance between the powers of Policing and the rights and freedoms of the public they serve (Home Office,2023).
Brixton acted as a wake up call for British Police and forced change as it had clearly struggled with institutional racism, bias and brutality. Police forces changed made a number of changes in addition to the ones previously mentioned such as Community Policing. Police forces across the UK adopted ‘Community Policing’ which involves working closely with members of the community, outside agencies and local councillors to help build positive relationships. It also helped Police forces gain a better understanding of their community needs and expectations rather than simply enforcing the rule of law. This form of Policing helps to increase transparency and improve public relations and perception. It demonstrates how public input influencers decisions taken by the Police (College of Policing,2023).
In 2012 the Police and Crime commissioners (PCC’s) was introduced to promote a greater emphasis on Police accountability and engagement with the community. This was done through a series of elections, of those persons elected they would monitor the work of the force and work closely with communities. The PCC serves to hold the Chief Constables accountable for their actions and how their ‘force vision’ is delivered (Association of Police and Crime Commissioners,2023).

Another incident which helped to shape reform in British Policing is the case of Stephen Lawrence, a British teenager who was murdered. This case demonstrated that the metropolitan Police had not learned from the mistakes of the Brixton riots and continued institutional racism within the force as well as complete incompetence. Stephen Lawrence was murdered on the 22nd April 1993 by five white men. Following the investigation by the metropolitan Police, six suspects were arrested however none were charged and that he was killed because he was black. Furthermore, the handling of this investigation by the Police and the prosecution was affected by bias. As a result, an inquiry ordered by the then home secretary Jack Straw was lead by Michael Macpherson which led to the ‘Macpherson Report 1999’. This report highlighted the short comings of the Metropolitan Police including failing to perform CPR upon first attendance, failing to follow up leads in the investigation that appeared obvious and not arresting suspects (Macpherson,1999). 
Detective Superintendent Brian Weeden stated in an inquiry that mistakes had been made and even added that he had been reluctant to arrest suspects as he was not aware that persons could have been arrested based on reasonable suspicion. This is a basic point of British law and one that someone in his position would have been aware of. This further provoked speculation that even the hierarchy of the Force were racist as it was not possible that an officer in his position wouldn’t have known this simple piece of legislation (Independent,1998).
In 2018 the Independent Office for Police Conduct was introduced as part of an effort to hold Police accountable and to be transparent. This intended on giving the public a level of comfort knowing that an independent party was investigating matters involving the Police as well as their own internal investigations. 
To summarise this essay explores the significant impact of several instances of British police malpractice and misconduct on modern-day policing. The essay highlights the shift in UK police forces towards accountability and transparency to improve public perception. It emphasizes the Scarman Report, commissioned by Lord Scarman after the Brixton Riots in 1981. The introduction of Police and Crime Commissioners (PCCs) in 2012 further contributed to police accountability and community engagement. The elected PCCs were tasked with monitoring police work, holding Chief Constables accountable, and ensuring the delivery of the force's vision. The essay also highlights the Stephen Lawrence case as another influential incident that shaped policing reforms. Overall, the essay delves into the significant impact of British police malpractice and misconduct on modern policing, drawing on the case studies of the Brixton Riots and the Stephen Lawrence case. It highlights the subsequent reforms and measures implemented to address these issues and improve public perception of the police.
Policing will always be shaped by Malpractice and misconduct as they often highlight areas for improvement, scrutiny and serve as case studies for the future.
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Q2
Research suggests that Media Coverage can have a significant impact on Policing strategies in relation to Public Protection incidents. The media’s coverage of high-profile incidents can influence the public and the way that Police respond to such incidents and shape public perception and the effectiveness of Policing. The media’s coverage of major incidents has a significant impact on Policing, it highlights the breakthroughs and failures of Policing and adds additional pressure given that the Police are now being scrutinised by the public. This essay will refer to different case studies and academic research to evidence the points made.
First, this essay will look to discuss some history and the role of the media and how it can have an effect on the perception of the public. The primary aim of the media is to inform the public and influence the way they accept and perceive changes within society (Jewkes.2011). Whilst the Media have a responsibility to report and keep the public informed on what is happening in their area, this has backfired on multiple occasions. More recently the Nicola Bulley case whereby Sky news and ITV were called out by the Bulley family for invasion of privacy and their insensitive broadcasting of this incident Foster, V. (2023).
Scotland Yard was the first Police service to introduce a Media press office and in 1970 the Police Commissioner Sir Robert Mark introduced a new open-door policy for the media. He believed that this would improve public perception and that the public had a right to know what was going on in their communities. 

Academic research has shown that coverage by the media can have a very negative consequence for Police. One example is a study by Frank Leishman and Paul Mason who analysed the impact of the medias influence and involvement on Policing of footballing events and their response to inappropriate behaviour at football matches. Their findings were that increased media attention to these incidents led to increased pressure on the Police force to take a more ‘Low tolerance’ approach to dealing with hooligans which resulted in a higher use of force but fractured the relations between Police and football fans (Leishman and Mason, 2012).

In 2007 Ben Bowling and Coretta Phillips wrote a piece reviewing and examined the impact media coverage had on Police stop and search in the UK. They had been analysing data from the Metropolitan Police which showed that between 2001 and 2005 there has been significant increased to stop searches. They found that the media’s increased publication and attention to knife crime showed that Police had responded to public pressure and had taken a more proactive approach when dealing with knife crime and subsequently increased their stop search statistics. This had sparked pressure on the Police from the public to take action.
 Ben and Coretta also write that Black people are disproportionately stop searched more than white people and this is causing significant stress and animosity between the Police and the local community. This is particularly dangerous as we have seen similar circumstances in the Brixton riots and know the consequences of that (Bowling and Phillips, 2007). 


One case study of how the media had a significant influence on Policing strategy is the Rochdale Grooming Scandal where in August 2008 a 15 year old girl disclosed she had been raped multiple times. In 2012 the scandal first came to public attention as a result of a group of men being arrested for raping and sexually exploiting young females in Manchester. The media coverage was widespread and attracted a lot of publicity given the nature of the offences and with the ethnicity and religious beliefs of the men involved being highlighted.  
The media coverage put extensive pressure on authorities to tackle the issue but ultimately resulted in the failures of the Crown prosecution service and the Police being highlighted. In July 2009 it was found that the CPS had branded the victim of repeated rapes as “Not credible” and Police bosses seemed reluctant to investigate as they feared they would be branded as racist, given the ethnicity of those involved in the case. 
In July 2009 the case was closed after the CPS ruled that the source was not credible and the men should be released, however, in may 2010 the case was reopened. This case resulted in a inquiry called “Review of multi-agency response to sexual exploitation of Children” into how the Police handled this case, such examples are officers failing to challenge CPS decision to not prosecute and detectives without training in child sexual exploitation were used to interview victims. 
This led to change within Greater Manchester Police such as adopting a victim Centre approach. This lead to Police shifting towards supporting the needs and wellbeing of the victims and giving support throughout an investigation and the process of prosecution. Additionally, improved training and awareness for Police officers to identify and respond to child sexual exploitation. This training further helped Officers engage with victims of CSE, as in this case study it was found that one officer “Yawned” when a victim was detailing and recounting her traumatic event in interview. Finally, a specialised units were created to help investigate CSE as well as a multi-agency approach along with Social services and health care.

In summary, all academic research and case studies have shown that the Media’s coverage of incidents has a profound impact on Policing and the pressure to develop new strategies and their response to such incidents. However, this can have consequences if the Police give into public pressure without first considering the effectiveness and fairness of their actions.
It begs the question that without media attraction to big incidents, would the Police feel the intense pressure to improve, or would failings and malpractice go unquestioned? Research discussed in this essay suggests that the relationship between the Police and the Media is difficult however appear to be necessary as it often highlights areas for improvement, informed the public how their Police force is performing and adds pressure to make change and reform Police Practices.
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Q3
This essay will discuss the effectiveness of early intervention in young people from offending or re-offending. This essay will be using relevant case studies and academic research to support the findings. Additionally, this essay will discuss the statistics and root causes for youth offending and why such intervention is essential to essentially save young people from a life of crime. Early intervention has been found to be effective in preventing young people from offending or reoffending. Academic research has produced results showing that the quicker that young people receive intervention, the more likely they are to succeed in preventing them from committing crime in the future.
First of all, it is important to discuss the recurring problem with youth offending which we are seeing in the United Kingdom at present. In the UK the number of young people entering the criminal justice system has decreased over time however remains high. Since March 2020/21, a study by the Youth Justice Board has shown there have been over 50,000 young people arrested with over 12,000 children given sentences at court with an average custodial sentence length of 16.8 months in England and Wales (Ministry of Justice, 2022). 
Despite the number of young people entering the justice system falling since March 2011, the number does remain high with over 64% of those being released from custody are found to have re offended within 12 months. 
Children and young people in the UK who offend in the UK were not born offenders. This is learned behaviour and/or is a result of their environment. A Scottish study has shown that young people who have been subject to Adverse Childhood Experience (ACE’s) are more likely to find themselves involved with the criminal justice system. An ACE is described as an experience that are highly traumatic and stressful evens that occur during childhood. Examples of ACE’s can be physical assault, verbal abuse, negligence, and emotional trauma. Studies have shown that children with four or more ACE’s are 14 times more likely to be a victim of violence, 15 times more likely to be a perpetrator of violence in the last 12 months and 20 times more likely to have been incarcerated in their lives (The Scottish Government, 2018).
The number of first-time entrants to the youth justice system has fallen 81% since the year ending March 2011, this suggests that the early intervention has assisted in seeing these statistics reduce and the below points will help to evidence that.
It is necessary to discuss the background of youth offending to fully understand the impact of youth interventions. One must first understand what makes a young person turn to crime and what interventions are in place to support those.
In the UK, one of the most prominent and effective services that the government has to offer is the Youth Offending Service (YOS/YOT). This service is supported by the Police, probation services, schools, and charities in the local community. Their purpose is to run local crime prevention programmed, help young people in police stations if arrested and supervise young people serving a community sentence. Since 2006 to 2015, with the intervention from YOS their workload has decreased 78% from 147,000 to 32,000 a with the first-time entrants to the youth justice System reducing from 110,801 to 18000, a reduction of 84%. These results show not only that young people are being supported and are successfully rehabilitated from offending again but also that young people in the community do show success when being supported from a young age (Webster, 2017).
One success story worth considering is Hezron Brown, a 27-year-old who during his younger years engaged in criminal activity and self-described “Gang member” in Birmingham. During his youth, he found himself involved heavily in knife crime and after seeing friends of his being killed and sentenced to prison, he decided that it was time to change. Hezron then decided to engage with prince’s trust and engaged with a theatre program for youths in less affluent areas of Birmingham. Hezron now works as an ambassador for Princess Trust and has helped many young people steer away from a life of crime and offers a support network to help those get away from that lifestyle. He believes that sharing his story and running workshops for children will help other young people steer away from gang life and look for a more prospective future (Brown, 2023).
To summarise, early intervention is critical to prevent young people from reoffending because it helps to support and address the underlying factors that cause a person to offend in the first place. Not intervening and addressing issues early on can lead to young people finding it harder to change and break free from that life. 
An example of this is County Lines which has been detrimental to young peoples lives more and more in recent times. County lines is a term used for gangs who use young people to prepare, store, deliver and sell drugs across the country by using scare tactics, intimidation, debt bondage and grooming. Young people are far more susceptible to this type of coercion and according to the Childrens Commissioners research, young children as young as 10 were being recruited and it is estimated that over 46,000 children are involved in gangs (KentPolice, 2019).

Finally, it is important to discuss the financial implications on young offending. Study by the Centre for Economic and Social Inclusion estimated that the total cost of youth offending in the UK between 2013 and 2014 was approximately 9.5 billion pounds. By intervening early and offering support for young people, a substantial amount of money can be saved by preventing them from entering into the Criminal justice system and subsequently reducing social welfare costs, criminal justice costs and allowing young people to engage with society in a positive way that promotes productivity and contribution both financially and within the community.
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Q4
This essay will discuss whether or not partner approaches are the most effective means of rehabilitating offenders. Additionally, this essay will explore alternative approaches when trying to rehabilitate offenders and the relevant studies to support.

The effectiveness of a partnership approach when rehabilitating offenders is widely debated, with many studies showing their effectiveness and others stating the contrary. There have been studies to show that a partnership approach has shown some levels of success whilst others have called into questions their efficacy. This essay will review the academic research and analyse whether or not a partnership approach is effective in rehabilitating offenders.

First, this essay will discuss some of the causes of crime as this will offer a more informed insight into why criminals pursue a life of crime and in doing so, we can identify the underlying problems and target them for rehabilitation and support. The Oxford Handbook of Criminology has outlined that the causes of crime are complex and not quite as linear as some may believe. It states that there are several factors which contribute to a person committing an offence, a few of them being Drugs, Alcohol, opportunity, and Character (Liebling, Maruna and McAra, 2017).
Additionally, this can be further evidenced by referring to a piece written by Fergus Mcneil who writes about the four forms of offender rehabilitation. In this piece, he states that that whilst partnership approaches may not lead to a reduction in offending rates unless services use interventions to target the main issues that a person is experiencing and leading them to commit offences (McNeill, 2012) .
Having identified some of the factors leading to crime, the British government in 2013 released a summary of evidence on the importance of offender rehabilitation in reducing offending rates. In this report, emphasis is placed on the importance of supervision and relationship between offenders and their manager, an example of this is MAPPA (Multi agency Public Protection) which is a topic I have already discussed in this document. To summarise, the purpose of MAPPA is for multi agencies such as police, probation, social services to come together and manage risks posed by violent offenders. Furthermore, chapter four of the report considered evidence of the impact of reoffending rates based on the various interventions including:
· Drugs and Alcohol
· Addressing accommodation issues
· Offender behaviour 
· Improving relationships with families and peers
It has been shown that the there is good evidence that the wider range of drug interventions is having a positive impact on offenders such as methadone treatment. However, it subsequently comes down to the quality of service being a true measure of whether or not offenders’ benefit from the intervention. A “High intensity “drug program has been shown to be more effective than “Lower intensity” drug programs in reoffending. Additionally, it is important for drug users to be given quick and prolonged service for as long as it is needed. Statistics have shown that in the UK the best performing facilities achieve a success rate of between 60% and 80% (Robinson, 2021). This is relevant because as previously mentioned, one of the factors leading to people reoffending is drug use, by reducing the amount of people addicted and reliant on drugs, we subsequently alienate the need for them to commit further offences.
Given that the effective means of rehabilitating offenders and how partnership approaches can lead to lower levels or reoffending have been explored, it is appropriate to discuss the challenges and efficacy. In the UK, whilst there are many means of effective interventions that are available to offenders to support their needs, there are limitations which make it difficult to achieve long term success such as limited resources and limited public support. 
Research conducted by the institute for criminal Police Research (ICPR) has found that between 2010 and 2018 funding for the probation service had been cut by 30% which subsequently had a significant effect on the capacity that the probation services had on offering services to offenders. Additionally, an inspection into the probation services has shown that spending per person under probation has fallen almost 40% (Her Majesty’s Inspection of Probation, 2020). This has subsequently lead to certain failures such as home visits to domestic abuse victims being reduced and probation staff being unable to risk assess effectively. 
Finally, there is often limited supported from the public in relation to rehabilitation and offering support to perpetrators of crime as a more punishment-based approach is desired. This adds pressure to government and makes it more difficult to secure funding for rehabilitation programs. Depending of the type of offence committed, the public may show increasingly less support to rehabilitate offenders such as rapists and paedophiles. However, on the contrary there has been study in 2018 to show that 58 of the public have expressed that rehabilitation should be the main aim of the criminal justice system should be to rehabilitate offenders rather than only punishing (Prison Reform Trust, 2018).
To summarise, a partnership approach when dealing with reoffending has shown both evidence of effectiveness but also results of efficacy. Whilst offering tailored and holistic support to individuals has produced positive and successful results, what appears to be highlighted is the level and intensity of the intervention. Lower-level interventions show lower-level success rates and in turn, do not offer much in preventing offenders from reoffending. As stated, there are many factors leading a person to commit crime, unless these factors are addressed effectively and timely, we are essentially bandaging a wound.
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