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[bookmark: _Toc28221112]Introduction
Virtual or Visual learning refers to the way or platform through which the students or the learners can learn from distant places at any convenient time and has become more popular among the students (Cuthell, 2014). Responding to this popularity of this method, the Universities are also arranging different VLE programs for the students who are interested in having the degrees from this facility. In this report, it has been tried to identify all the benefits of VLE facilities by the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. For this reason, a survey has been conducted on 50 students of the university who are taking different degrees from it. 

[bookmark: _Toc28221113]Literature Review:
With the improvement in technologies, the requirements and importance of virtual learning are increasing day by day. And thus different organisations including profitable/non-profitable organisations including the educational institutions in the UK and the whole world are also taking advantage of these technologies. Virtual learning is one of the advantages of the improvement in technologies. In this part of the report, some of the books related to virtual learning and its importance will be cited.
According to Annetta, Folta, and Klesath, (2015), the main importance of virtual learning is that it enables the learners to learn from anywhere and at any time. The classrooms and teachings are not confined to physical existence anymore. So, a person who wants to learn anything or wants to take any courses from anywhere besides the classrooms can do it through virtual learning opportunities. Apart from those persons outside the UK can also take different courses or learn different things from the teachers or different institutions of the UK from any part of the world through virtual learning facilities.
According to Breck, (2011), virtual classrooms are able to provide better structure and combination for the students than the physical classrooms. It includes different weekly assignments, homework, projects, etc. which can be done and submitted on different due dates. The most interesting thing is that the learners can choose from different options that might be the best of them. Apart from that, the learners who are not just students and are working with other companies can also manage their work-life balance properly.
According to Cuthell, (2014), a virtual learning environment provides the opportunity for effective time management to working people. The UK market is too dynamic and surviving here is too much difficult only with the old skills that they had before entering the workplace. But they are not able to take the regular classes at many universities. Virtual learning opportunity has dealt with this issue by helping them in taking classes from different places and at a convenient time. Apart from that the degrees are not related to the countries or particular regions anymore. They can take different foreign degrees from home countries and with lower costs at the same time. 
According to Gitlin, (2016), virtual learning does the best for the students by providing them with opportunities for increased group discussions. It is evident that at Universities, group discussions possess much importance as the students find different useful ideas and understandings of the particular topics through different group discussions. But always taking part in physical group discussions are tougher for the students as they have to manage their times for different work and other activities. 
Feedbacks and results are important for the students for any exams that they have taken part in. According to Gitlin, (2016), a virtual learning environment facility is able to provide the most effective and timely feedback to the student as everything is done online. When the students are getting proper feedbacks in time, they can work on their improvement more effectively. 

[bookmark: _Toc28221114]Methodologies: Methodology refers to all the methods that help in undertaking the project in the right way. In the following points, all such methods have been explained. 
1. Research method: As in this research project, both the qualitative and quantitative data will be used, this can be termed as a mixed method of research. For the purpose of completing both the primary and secondary research, both types of data will be collected from the students of the university and from some other sources (Creswell, 2014).
2. Population and the sampling method: The students currently reading at the have been taken as the population on which the research or the survey will be undertaken (Breck, 2011). Random sampling or probability sampling methods will be used for selecting the ones to be surveyed from the population.
3. Sample size: It is certain that the larger the size of the sample will be, the more accurate the results will be. But for some resource and time limitations, this survey will be conducted on 50 students chosen based on the random sampling method.
4. Data type and structure: It has already been said that both the qualitative and quantitative data will be collected. Again both primary and secondary sources will be used for collecting the data that will be used for completing this research project. This data will be structured and organised mainly based on their types.
5. Data analysis: Only collecting the data from the primary and secondary resources will do half of the jobs of this research project. For completing the project, different analytical tools will be used. To show the results, bar chart and pie charts will be used.
6. Data validity and reliability: The data on which the research will be conducted should be valid and reliable (Berry, 2013). As the data will be collected from the students of the university and simple tools will be used for analysis, validity, reliability, and consistency will be maintained properly.

[bookmark: _Toc28221115]The rationale of the study: A research project or study shouldn’t be conducted if there are no valid reasons (Annetta, Folta and Klesath, 2015). This study should be conducted for different solid reasons. Firstly, this study is related to a virtual learning environment and its impact which is now has become a crucial issue especially for different educational institutions. Secondly, many unknown benefits of the virtual learning facilities that the students get will also be revealed from the study. 
[bookmark: _Toc28221116]Objectives of the study: This study will deal with several objectives as the following list shows.
· To identify the popularity of virtual learning among the students
· To identify its efficiency as a way of learning
· To identify the benefits of the learners from virtual learning
· To identify the accessibility of the students to a virtual learning environment
· To identify the impact of virtual learning on academic performance of the students




[bookmark: _Toc28221117]Findings and analysis: In this part of the report, the findings from the study or survey that has been conducted on 50 students of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David will be presented.
1. Do you like VLE as a student?

	Responses
	Number of responses

	Yes
	47

	No
	3




Figure 1: Popularity of the method (Source: Survey)
The method of virtual learning or has earned much popularity among so many students which are clear from the diagram. Only 6% of the students don’t think that virtual learning has become useful to them.


2. Is it a good way of learning?

	Responses
	Number of responses

	Strongly agree
	35

	Agree
	10

	Disagree
	5




Figure 2: VLE as a way of learning (Source: Survey)
Most of the students have agreed to the fact that VLE is a good way of learning as they are gaining several benefits from the methods. Most of the students have agreed to the fact that they have been gaining an advantage from the VLE.

3. What are the best cases of Virtual/Visual learners?
From the general viewpoints of the students that have been surveyed on, several best cases can be identified. The first is that the students of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David can carry on self-paced learning which means that they can carry on their learning process on their own and not depending on others. Secondly, they don’t have to face the complexity of traveling from one place to another and can easily maintain their personal and family life (Kirsch and Sullivan, 2012).

4. Why is a Visual/Virtual Learning environment better?
Again, the answer can be made from the general viewpoint of the students that have been surveyed on. Firstly, the VLE provided by the University of Wales Trinity Saint David is better in terms of structural complexities as the students can learn from home (Gitlin, 2016). Secondly, it is better because it helps the students in saving their time.

5. Do you think that VLE helps the students in understanding their modules?

	Responses
	Number of responses

	Yes
	35

	No
	15




Figure 3: Help in understanding the module (Source: Survey)
Most of the students of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David has agreed to the fact that VLE helps in understanding their modules. Only a small portion has disagreed with the fact as they are not getting this facility due to some complexities.
6. Is Virtual/Visual Learning easily accessible?


	Responses
	Number of responses

	Yes
	32

	No
	18




Figure 4: Accessibility of VLE (Source: Survey)

The students that have been surveyed for this study have agreed to the fact that virtual or visual learning is easily accessible. Though there are some problems regarding its accessibility as some of the students have shown their disagreement regarding accessibility.


7. How much are you satisfied with the learning way of VLE?

	Responses
	Number of responses

	Very satisfied
	25

	Satisfied
	15

	Unsatisfied
	6

	Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied
	4




Figure 5: Satisfaction level (Source: Survey)

From the diagram, we can see that most of the students then have been surveyed on have expressed their satisfaction on the learning way of VLE at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. But still, the University needs to work on the program as many of them have expressed their unsatisfaction regarding the VLE provided by the University (Cuthell, 2014).


8. Do you know how to use VLE?

	Responses
	Number of responses

	Yes
	45

	No
	5




Figure 6: Knowledge of the usage (Source: Survey)
Most of the respondents from the University of Wales Trinity Saint David has agreed that they have proper knowledge of using VLE as the University has provided them with a proper facility of learning its usage (Creswell, 2014). But the university should provide them with more opportunities for learning VLE.


9. What are the strengths of Visual/Virtual learners?
The major strength of visual or virtual learners is that they can memorise anything more rapidly than other learners (Breck, 2011). And again, they can also remember the learned things for a greater time period as they learn by seeing and observing at the same time. These students are able to apply their knowledge more effectively in the exams.

10. Do you think VLE has an impact on your academic performance?

	Responses
	Number of responses

	Yes
	35

	No
	15




Figure 7: Impact of VLE (Source: Survey)
Most of the students have agreed to the fact that VLE has impacted their academic performance positively. As VLE has been given different facilities to the students most of which have already been described in this report, it has clearly positively impacted the academic performance of the students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David (Berry, 2013).


[bookmark: _Toc28221118]Conclusion
From all the discussions made above, it is clear that VLE has been impacting the students of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David positively and the situation can be further improved (Annetta, Folta and Klesath, 2015). The students that have been surveyed are mostly running students of the University. The interesting fact is that some students that are not currently part of the VLE program arranged by the University have also been surveyed. This has made the research more authentic and neutral and the results have also been very much reliable. The readers will be able to take different steps regarding the program as different issues have been identified in this report.
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[bookmark: _Toc28221120]Appendix 1:
	Questions 
	Probable answers

	1. Do you like VLE as a student?
	· Yes
· No

	2. Is it a good way of learning?
	· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Disagree

	3. Do you think that VLE helps the students in understanding their modules?

	· Yes
· No


	4. Is Virtual/Visual Learning easily accessible?
	· Yes
· No

	5. How much are you satisfied with the learning way of VLE?
	· Very satisfied
· Satisfied
· Unsatisfied
· Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied

	6. Do you know how to use VLE?

	· Yes
· No 

	7. Do you think VLE has an impact on your academic performance?
	· Yes
· No 
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Help in understanding the modules

Number of responses	
Yes	No	35	15	

Accessibility of VLE

Number of responses	
Yes	No	32	18	

Satisfaction Level

Number of responses	Very satisfied	Satisfied	Unsatisfied	Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied	25	15	6	4	


Knowledge of the usage

Number of responses	
Yes	No	45	5	

Impact of VLE

Number of responses	Yes	No	35	15	


Popularity of the Method

Number of responses	
Yes	No	47	3	

VLE as a way of learning

Number of responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Disagree	35	10	5	
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Further questions, please list your questions below.




