HPRS5008 / HPRS6008
From Maccabees to Masada: Jews, Christians and Romans (167 BCE - 74 CE)


Worksheet for Monday 18th May 

Definitions

What do we mean by Hellenism / Hellenization?
The spread and indoctrination of Greek culture into other cultures.
What was the Seleucid Empire?
The Empire established and ruled by Seleucus Nicator and his descendants following the wars of the Diadochi. 
Who were the Hasmonean (Maccabean) family and what did they do?
A father and his sons who led opposition to Greek repression of the Jewish people, religion, and laws. They successfully fought for their temple’s recovery and restoration from Antiochus IV.  
What was the High Priest and what was their role?
They were the chief officiating priest in the ancient Jewish temple. Primarily their role was to perform the Yom Kippur service and garner atonement through sacrifice. 
What does pre-exilic Israel mean?
Referring to a time prior to the exiling of the Jewish peoples from Babylonia. 
Questions based on Reading 
1. What did you think were the main arguments in the reading?

2. Based on Shaye Cohen’s Chapter 1 Reading and any additional research that you have undertaken, what could be described as the main historical, religious, and/or political events leading up the Maccabean Revolt of 167- 160 BCE? 
The building of the second temple, the subsequent Persian and Hellenic rule, for context. Ultimately conquest of the Seleucids, primarily for the introduction of the main antagonist, Antiochus IV. The enforcement by Antiochus of pagan worship and the building of the statue of Zeus within the Jewish temple are decidedly impactful. 
3. As Cohen stated on p.15, “In 164 B.C.E. the Maccabees reconquered and purified the temple; the end of the Seleucid rule followed 20 years later,” what is the overall significance of these points from an ancient Jewish perspective? 
It was at this point the ancient Jewish people took back majority control of their religious space and their right to practice how they deemed appropriate without the overseeing of an external cultural body. Regaining their most important physical religious emblem, signifying a return to their prior religious practices but also to their freedom in doing so. Showing an end to repression and return to self-rule and governance. 
4. How significant is it that the Maccabean family who began as “insignificant country priests” later became High priests and kings (for this you may need to research more into the role of the High Priests in Judaism during the 2nd century BCE)?

5. How different was life during the Second Temple Judaism compared to life in pre-exilic Israel? 
Pre-exilic Israel consisted primarily of a tribal society practicing birth right exclusivity and as such Judaism was tied to nationality and family. Sacrificial temple worship played a major role, though prayer did not. Piety was group based and focused more upon the people as a whole. Gods justice was administered to those who were righteous and wicked, not always immediately but ancestrally too. Kings ruled with guidance of prophets. 
Second Temple Judaism was unstable and went through many changes. The cultural shifts in power and control impacted directly upon the method of worship permitted, the practicing of the religion and what that meant to its people. It also meant that a variety of new peoples and cultures were introduced, willingly or circumstantially, to the Jewish religion. Prayer took on a more central role in worship and a newer form emerged too in studying the word of God. Both the whole group and the individual were emphasised. The actions of the righteous and wicked were dealt with by God regardless of ancestral actions for those deserving, in this life or the next. This gradually led to resurrection notions as future reward / punishment may not come in this life. Power lay with the priests when power lay with the Jewish people at all.    
6. What are the potential biases with the Maccabean texts? 
Need for support of Egyptian Jewry. 
Potential anti-Hasmonaean sub-text.
Maccabees 1 – positive twist on Roman presence due to allyship 
Maccabees 2 – negativity associated with oppression and occupation by a foreign body, messages relating to time period when written?
